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THE KORET OUTRAGE 


Mr. Tad Taube took $9,000,000.00 from the Koret Foundation against, Mr. Koret’s 
mission statement and built a museum in Poland; monies were taken away from 
poor, Russian Jewish Emigres children in San Francisco. Mr. Koret wanted to 
help the poor, Jewish people in San Francisco and Israel, and not in Poland. 





Please visit our website at 
www.protesttaube.appspot.com 
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LEASING NOW 


45 LANSING STREET, SAN FRANCISCO | RENTJASPER.COM | @RENTJASPER | 415 227 4000 


Crescent Heights® is a service mark used by a group of limited liability companies and partnerships. Jasper is developed by 45 Lansing 
mseeaee Development, LLC. which is a separate, single purpose entity that is solely responsible for its development, obligations and liabilities. 
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VALENCIANCYCEERY, 


We’ve got more bikes in stock & ready to 
ride than any shop in SF, many on sale! 


Road Bikes Mountain Bikes 
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JOYSTICK 


Teledildonics was supposed 

to open anew frontier in sex. 
Today, it's the tarnished dream 
of one visionary inventor. 


By Julia Carrie Wong 
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BASSNECTAR RETURNS 
TOBASECAMP 


The homegrown electronic 
artist headlines day two of Bay 
Area Vibez. 


By Tony Ware 
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ELD Lertens 


“Artists don't deserve special treatment.” 


CINDY SHIH 








AFFORDABLE 
HOUSEBOAT)ING 


Same story, different town: I grew 
up in Mill Valley in the “70s. I miss the 
Marin that was full of artists and charac- 
ters worthy of their own cover stories 
(“Held Fast: How Renegade ‘Squatters’ 
Won Sausalito’s Houseboat Wars,” Jonah 
Owen Lamb, 9/16/15). It was sucha 


unique place. It has since been sold off to 
the highest bidder. The communities 
that made it so unique no longer exist. 
The “hill kids,” or a majority of them 
surely, have moved to more affordable 
areas. But fora moment, I was there 
again, and 1 thank you, Jonah, for bring- 
ing me there. Annie Lane 


Photo of the week from SFWEEKLY SLIDESHOW: 





Beth LaBerge 


Dog Days of Summer: Guide Dogs for the Blind Benefit 
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FIRST THING WE 
DOLET’S KILL ALL 
THE ARTISTS 


Because they're special: Why 
should artists get to live cheaper in the 
city than anyone else (“New Survey 
Confirms San Francisco Will See a 
‘Wipeout’ of its Artists,” Jeremy Lyba- 
rger, The Snitch, 9/16/15)? We need af- 
fordable housing for everyone, not 
specific interventions in order to pro- 
tect a particular sub-group of people. 
Michael N. Escobar 


Special snowflakes: Anyone who 
thinks this article is myopically focused 
on beret wearing studio painters or dope 
smoking guitar players is blind to the 
greater truth of the situation. The rising 
cost of living in San Francisco is destroy- 
ing the creative spirit inside every single 
one of its citizens. Even the most edu- 
cated among us are being pushed to the 
same breaking point: How can a person 
rationally sacrifice that primordial ro- 
mance which makes life worth living in 
order to survive in an economy whose 


competitive efficiency is hell-bent on de- 
stroying it? The Matrix has you, Neo. 
You are the one. Kmelt1986 


Super special: I’m actually in agree- 
ment with you -- and I’m an artist. Art- 
ists don’t deserve special treatment, 
after all, they did choose to go into a pro- 
fession that falls outside of what’s valued 
in the current economic system. But ask 
yourself this (as I ask myself every day): 
Did you move here to live in a place 
where money solely dictates your worth? 


Cindy Shih 


NO BITES AT THE APPLE 


Seriously, kill all the artists: This 
bitter sentiment toward the loss of man- 
ufacturing is not a productive use of any- 
body’s energy (“SF's Biggest 
Manufacturer Beats Union, Prepares to 
Leave,” Chris Roberts, 9/17/15). Apple is 
never going to manufacture iPhones in 
America because America’s manufactur- 
ing industry is simply unable to satisfy 
the quality, timeline, and scale require- 
ments, not just because of the cost. They 
were able to get 2000 field engineers in 
six weeks in China for the first iPhone, 
which was unthinkable in America. You 





don’t get to keep issuing liberal arts de- 
grees and complain you don’t have man- 
ufacturing jobs. Like it or not, if you 
want those jobs, you need a more com- 
petitive labor force that can compete 
with those of Asia and Europe. Ang Li 


CORRECTION 


Wine pairings are there to be 
taken advantage of: In our food re- 
view [“Little Brittany,” Peter Lawrence 
Kane, 9/17], we reported that wine is 
available only by the bottle or glass with 
Petit Crenn’s $72 prix fixe dinner, when 
the restaurant offers a wine pairing for 
either $48 or $60 per person. SF Weekly 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: 415-777-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 
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This academically rigorous degree program encourages students to integrate 
their individual interests —such as music therapy, somatics, or mythology — directly 
into their studies through personalized coursework, instruction, and mentor- 
ship. Students are prepared for licensure as Marriage and Family Therapists 
and Professional Clinical Counselors. The program’s strength is demonstrated 
by Pacifica students’ outstanding pass rates on the California LMFT exams. 


LIMITED SPACE REMAINS FOR FALL I CLASSES BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 
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Ci SUCKA FREE CITY 


All Work and No Pay 





San Francisco is one of America’s richest cities, but it doesn't pay to be a City Hall intern. 


By Jack Morse 


San Francisco is a bleeding-heart, 
bleeding edge kind of town — except 
when it comes to City Hall intern- 
ships. That’s where tight- 
fisted economics trump the 
better angels of the city’s pro- 
gressive nature. Despite a 
sprawling $9 billion city bud- 
get, the Board of Supervisors 
doesn’t pay its interns. And in 
one of the richest cities in Amer- 
ica, some think that’s a problem. 
Each supervisor has four to 10 in- 
terns (Supervisor Wiener has summer 
interns but no yearlong program), 
ranging from high school juniors and 
seniors to wonkish grad students. The 
interns perform basic office tasks such 
as answering phones and greeting 
visitors, but they’re also relied on for 
“a mix of constituent and policy work, 
says Supervisor Jane Kim. Like interns 
anywhere, those at City Hall perform 
the tedious, in-the-weeds labor 
that keeps bureaucracy humming. 
The U.S. Department of Labor 
allows unpaid internships if 
certain criteria are met. This 
includes “interns must 
receive training from 
your company, even if 
it somewhat impedes the 
work of your organization,” 
and “interns’ training must 
primarily benefit them, not 
the company.” Public sector in- 
ternships like those at City Hall, 
however, are in a legal gray zone. 
Maurice Pianko, founder of 
Intern Justice, a law firm repre- 
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senting interns who have been il- 
legally denied wages, says, “From 
a legal perspective, [not paying 
interns at City Hall] is proba- 
bly fine. From an ethical per- 
spective, it’s saying a person's 
time and effort is worth zero. 
Is this the message we want to 
be sending?” 
The language of the supervisors’ 
message isn’t clear. This month, 


© District 4 Supervisor Katy Tang 


tweeted that her office was “hiring” 

interns, but the application thanked 

candidates for their 
interest in “vol- 






unteering.” Although the application 
asked whether candidates would 
receive school credit, there were 

no details about payment. When a 
concerned citizen upbraided Tang on 
Twitter — “shame on you for not pay- 
ing interns” — she neither responded 
nor clarified. 

To be fair, some high school in- 
terns at City Hall earn minimum wage 
through a program called San Fran- 
cisco YouthWorks, which connects 
students to mentors in local govern- 
ment. Brian Mertens, YouthWorks’ 
employment coordinator, says, “It’s 
important for young people to get 
paid. We want to make sure their 
labor is valued.” During the last in- 
tern cycle this summer, YouthWorks 
placed eight students with the Board 
of Supervisors. 

But high school interns are the only 
ones making money. 

Some interns get college credit in 
lieu of a paycheck. But at least one City 
Hall intern is working totally gratis. 
Jeff Cretan, a legislative aide in Su- 

pervisor Wiener’s office, alluded to a 
“college student who is in [our office] 
but not getting credit” or payment. 
SF Weekly spoke with several in- 
terns who confirmed they’re not 
getting paid either. 

What do such volunteers 
hope to earn from the experi- 
ence besides résumé fodder? 

When SF Weekly posed that 
question to Cretan, he laughed 
and replied, “That’s a strange 
question.” 
Maybe City Hall considers a job 
well done its own reward. 


Beware of 
Floaters 


Dumping on Dreamforce's 
cruise ship hotel. 


It’s no secret that San 
Francisco is short on places to 
sleep. Accommodations are so 
tight that tech 2.0 darling Sales- 
force — which welcomed more 
than 135,000 of its cloud software 
customers to town last week for 
the annual Dreamforce convention 
— hired out a boat. As many as 
2,000 conventioneers slept aboard 
the Celebrity Infinity, moored at 
the new cruise ship terminal at 
Pier 27, 

Cruise ships are notorious for 
generating stupendous amounts 
of waste. Usually, ships discharge 
garbage and effluvia into the 
open ocean — but ships are pro- 
hibited from discharging waste 
within three nautical miles of 
the shore. In the Bay Area, ships 
navigating through the Golden 
Gate have to wait until they are 
as far as 25 miles away from 
shore to discharge waste, as the 
water near the Farallon Islands is 
a marine sanctuary. 

A cruise ship like the 
4,000-person Explorer of the Seas, 
owned by Royal Caribbean, cre- 
ates as much as 45,000 gallons of 
raw sewage every day, according 
to Friends of the Earth. The 
Dreamboat was smaller, and the 
people aboard were elsewhere in 
town during the day, but a con- 
servative estimate is still several 
thousand gallons of sewage a day 
created by convention-goers. 

So what did the ship do with 
all that shit? A call to a Dream- 
boat hotline set up for its time in 
port was not returned. Our best 
conclusion: Dreamforce’s least af- 
fluent attendees had some com- 
pany in steerage. Chris Roberts 





Nice Landlords 
Finish Last 


A pro-tenant landlord says 
it’s easy to be ethical, but it 
doesn't pay well. 


By Jeremy Lybarger 


Ask Nato Green what’s it like 
to be be a landlord in San Francisco and 
he'll tell you, “It’s like being a coke dealer 
in the ‘80s — you make a lot of money 


the second easiest job in the world, 
behind being press secretary for the 
Secret Service. 








for doing nothing.” He'll also quip that it’s 


A comedian by trade (and a San 
Francisco Examiner columnist), the 
left-leaning Green has been a landlord 
in Bernal Heights for more than a 
decade. He’s now also the the self-ap- 
pointed president of Small Property 
Owners for Reasonable Controls 
(SPORC), a faux-PAC of “pro-tenant 
landlords” who own four or fewer 
units and support rent control and 
limits on evictions. 

Although he jokes about being 
a pariah — the body politic in this 
town may detest landlords even more 
than techies, and his renter-friendly 
positions are anathema to landown- 
ers — Green is serious about housing 
reform. 

Sort of. 


“SPORC is both a joke and not a 
joke,” he says. 

He started the group a year anda 
half ago because he “wanted a reason 
to write jokes about landlords.” A bare- 
bones Tumblr page and 113 Facebook 
followers later, SPORC finds itself in 
a particularly volatile moment in San 
Francisco’s rental market. 

As an Airbnb-funded campaign 
plasters anti-Prop. F propaganda across 
the city and no-fault evictions continue 
apace, Green and likeminded landlords 
are urging their brethren to worry less 
about money and more about people. 

This may not be as outlandish as 
it sounds. Since launching SPORC, 
Green become an accidental guru to 
landlords seeking advice about building 


a positive rapport with tenants — so 
much so that he’s thinking of writing 
a manual. 

Not that he’s immune to the city’s 
siren song of astronomical rent. “There 
have been moments when I’ve wanted 
to gouge a yuppie,’ he admits. 

Green knows that “morality will 
never win the market, but the plan for 
SPORC was to plant a flag for other 
progressive landlords to gravitate 
toward.” 

The group is mostly a pet project 
for now, trading in soft power rather 
than political action, but Green thinks 
it could empower other landlords who 
are more concerned about preserving 
an economically and culturally diverse 
city than making bank. 


“I get paid some — not enough — 
as a comedian, but the money I make 
is a result of the work I put into the 
craft of performing and writing jokes,” 
Green says. “What I get paid as a 
landlord is because I got lucky. I wasn’t 
shrewd. I didn’t make the neighbor- 
hood cool. I could just as easily have 
lost my shirt.” 

Whether SPORC ever becomes 
more than an outlet for sardonic jokes 
depends on whether Green can recruit 
kindred spirits with deep pockets. Un- 
til then, he’s content to remain a traitor 
to his class. 

“There’s some amount of aggrava- 
tion and risk from being a landlord, but 
it’s a whole lot easier than working for 
a living.” 
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MEGAPIXELS 


SONY. 
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Q7 


Mirrorless Digital Camera Body 


¢ 3.0” Tiltable TFT LCD with 921.6K-Dots 
¢ 2.4M-Dot OLED Electronic Viewfinder 
¢ Fast Hybrid Autofocus; 5 fps Burst Rate 


Tees rote Cri) FAME 
EOS 6: BODY 


¢ 3.0” 1.04m-Dot Clear View LCD Monitor 

¢ Native ISO 25600, Extended to ISO 102400 
¢ 4.5 fps Shooting at Full Resolution 

¢ In-Camera HDR & Multiple Exposure Mode 

¢ 11-Point AF with Center Cross-Type Point 


$1699 - $300 INSTANT REBATE 


PASSPORT $6 


TO PHOTO SAVINGS 


FREE WITH EVERY CAMERA PURCHASE YOU'LL RECEIVE A 
PASSPORT TO PHOTO SAVINGS COUPON BOOK 
WORTH UP TO A $300 VALUE 


BIONZ X 


MEGAPIXELS 


1 O2 BA 
make.believe X7 BODY 


¢ Direct Compatibility with E-mount Lenses 
¢ 3.0” Tiltable TFT LCD with 1,229K-Dots 
¢ 2.4M-Dot OLED Electronic Viewfinder 
* Full 1O80/60p Video with 
Remote Capture 
¢ Built-In Wi-Fi and NFC 


lé 
MEGAPIXELS [ines 


LiveView 


EOS MODE 
J5 with 18-55mm lens 


Easy capture of movies & photos 


¢ Continuous shooting up to 3.0 fps 
¢ Large, 3.0-inch LCD monitor 
¢ ISO 100-6400 (expandable to H: 12800) 


$549 - $150 INSTANT REBATE 


ALL CANON ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE INCLUDES CANON USA 1 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY REGISTRATION CARD. 
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PHANTOM 3 STANDARD 
Quadcopter with 2.7K Camera 

& 3-Axis Gimbal 

¢ GPS for Enhanced Stability & Failsafes 
¢ Auto-Takeoff / Auto Return Home 

¢ Up to 25 Minutes Flying Time 


$799.99 - $100 
INSTANT SAVINGS 


Samy 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


SDR 


SOLO QUADCOPTER 
(No Gimbal) 


¢ Capture Aerial Photos/Video 

with a GoPro 
¢ Linear Tracking with Cablecam Mode 
¢ Follow Me: Tracks Your Mobile Device 


nee Al 


BiIONZ X 
OQC(7s Bopy 


¢ 4K video via HDMI out to external video 
recording device 

¢ High ISO up to 409,600 with fast AF in 
light as low as EV-4 

¢ 35mm large pixel sensor with 
15.3-stops dynamic range 


SONY. 


make.believe 
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PHOTO 
= AVAILABLE IN 
Panasonic oo oiesie 
LUMIX DMC-G 7 Mirrorless Micro 
4/3 Camera w/ 14-42mm Lens 


¢ 2.36m-Dot OLED Viewfinder 
¢ 3in 1.04m-Dot Free-Angle Touchscreen 


LUMIX G VARIO 45-150MM 
F/4.0-5.6 ASPH LENS 


$249 - $100 INSTANT 
REBATE W/ DMC-G7 
CAMERA PURCHASE 


aa adie 
YUNEEC 


ELECTRIC AVIATION 
Q500 4K TYPHOON 
Quadcopter with CGO3-GB Camera 


¢ 3-Axis Gimbal Stabilizes Camera 
¢ ST10+ Ground Station / Transmitter 
¢ OSD Overlay of Flight Telemetry Data 


$1299.99 - $100 INSTANT SAVINGS 


5s Camera oooe 


WWW.SAMYS.COM 


| (415) 621-8400 | 1090 BRYANT STREET 


MON - FRI 9AM-6PM, SAT 9:30AM - 6PM, SUN 11AM - 5PM 
RENTAL DEPT. HOURS MON - FRI 9AM-6PM, SAT 9:30AM - 6PM, SUN 11AM - 5PM 


PRICES GOOD THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 EXCEPT WHERE INDICATED. Not responsible for typographical errors. Limited to stock on hand. First come, first served. No rainchecks and no holds. Prices subject to change 
without notice. Colors of some cameras vary by location. Samy’s pays Sales Tax on select items. Mail Order, samys.com and all Used, Demo or Refurbished purchases are excluded from the “No Sales Tax” Promotion. 


Samys 
Camera 


MEGAPIXELS 


32GB VIXIA HF G20 

Full HD Camcorder 

¢ 32GB Memory & Dual SD/SDHC/SDXC Slots 
¢ Genuine Canon 10x HD Video Lens 

¢ Dynamic SuperRange Optical Stabilization 

¢ Professional Shooting Assist Functions 

¢ Intelligent IS & Cinema-Look Filters 

e Audio Scene Select & Story Creator 


$899.99 - $100 INSTANT REBATE 


smal He 


501 HDMI ON-CAMERA 
Field Monitor Kit 


¢ 5" 1920 x 1080, HDMI Monitor 

¢ 441 Pixel Per Inch Display 

¢ 3-Second Boot Time 

¢ HDMI In/Out with Loop-Through 


6) AVENGER | 


BABY STEEL a 


STAND 45 
with Leveling Leg i 


* Chrome-plated * 
Steel Construction +! 

¢ 3 Risers 

¢ Leveling Leg 

* Mount: 5/8” Male J “4 


FUJIFILM 
INSTAX MINI 8 


’ 
¢ Produces Credit 
Card-Sized Prints 
¢ Fujinon 60mm 
f/12.7 Lens 
¢ Auto Exposure 
with Manual Switching 


AVAILABLE IN 7 COLORS 


SAMY’S MAIL ORDER: 
(800) 321-4726 


SAMY’S CORPORATE SALES: 
(866) 726-9463 


MEGAPIXELS 
BiIONZ X 


SONY 
make.believe FDR-AX33 
4K Ultra HD Handycam Camcorder 


¢ 1080p Up to 60fps 

¢ 29.8mm Zeiss Vario Sonnar T* Zoom Lens 
¢ 10x Optical Zoom & 20x Clear Image Zoom 
¢ Balanced Optical SteadyShot 


&) ATOMOS 


NINJA ASSASSIN 4K HDMI 
RECORDER & 7” MONITOR 


¢ 1920 x1200 IPS Touchscreen Display 
¢ Records 4K (3840x2160) up to 30 fps 
¢ ProRes, DNxHD, DNxHR and Encoding 


lite 


MOSAIC 1X1 
DAYLIGHT LED PANEL 


¢ 5600K Daylight Balanced 

* (100-240VAC / 14.4VDC) 
°0-100% Dimming 

¢ Digital Display 

¢ 40° Beam Angle 

¢ DMX Capable 

¢ Optional Multi-Unit Mounting 


IMSOSSIBLE 
BLACK FLASH 
600 Camera 


¢ Built-in flash, 
fixed focus, 
& electronic shutter 
¢ Electronic shutter with automatic speed 
¢ Integral auto flash with flash override 
¢ 2 packs of PX 600 Color film 


NO TAK 
SALEM! 
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Panasonic Hc-x1000 


4K DCI/Ultra HD/Full HD 
Camcorder 
¢ 1/2.3" MOS Sensor 


¢ Leica Dicomar 20x Optical Zoom Lens 
¢ Individual Focus, Zoom & Iris Lens Rings 


$2997.99 - $200 INSTANT REBATE 


&) Atomos 


SHOGUN 4K HDMI/12G-SDI 
RECORDER & 7” MONITOR 


¢ 1920 x1200 IPS Touchscreen Display 
¢ Records 1080p up to 120 fps 
¢ ProRes, DNxHD, DNxHR and Encoding 
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B2 250 AIR TTL 
TO-GO KIT 


¢ B2 250 AirTT Battery Pack 

¢ Li-lon Battery 

¢ B2 Off-Camera Flash Head 

¢ Battery Charger 
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¢ Carrying Bag 
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Transceiver 
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Eddie, Inc. 


It's not cheap to run a near-unopposed reelection campaign. Plenty of cash is flowing to Mayor Ed Lee's consultants 


and confidantes. 


By Chris Roberts 


At about 5 p.m. last Friday, with 
a weekend heatwave about to descend and 
the streets clogged with office workers vy- 
ing to bask in it, you could walk through 
the unlocked doors of a Van Ness Avenue 
office suite and find five young profession- 
als sitting at their Macs. 

At Mayor Ed Lee’s reelection office, 
the feeling was that of waiting for 
something to happen. The cordial but 
bored-looking campaign workers were 
biding their time until the anticlimax of 
Election Day, when the foregone conclu- 
sion of a second term for Lee, who faces 
no serious opposition, at last becomes 
official. 

It’s been slow for the Lee campaign 
since June 9, when the filing deadline 
came and went without any legit politi- 
cian signing up for the privilege of getting 
buried by San Francisco’s nice guy mayor. 

But if Lee’s campaign office lacks 
the energy and constant noise of a de- 
termined political effort hanging in the 
balance, his campaign checkbook has 
been busy. 

The contrast between now and 2011 
is remarkable. Four years ago, Lee, still 
interim mayor, entered a hopelessly 
crowded field in the impossibly late 
month of August, became the imme- 
diate front-runner, and rolled toa 
decisive victory. (It’s also striking 
to recall that 2011 was Lee’s first 
campaign on any level.) 

Then, 75 full-time staffers 
worked out of multiple offices to 
elect Lee, whose muscular slogan 
was, Ed Lee Gets It Done.” 

Now, Lee has a single office, a skel- 
eton crew of five staffers, and the sing- 
song catchphrase: “Ed Lee: He’s for me.” 

With practiced straight faces, 
Lee's staffers swear his reelection 
effort is taken seriously. “We’re 
all working very hard,” in- 
sists campaign manager Bill 
Barnes. “We're still a cam- 
paign.” Their main objective 
is to to remind voters that 
a citywide election will, 


The tech 
mayor is a 
formidable 
fundraiser. 
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in fact, happen on Nov. 3. Other offices 
up for election this year, city attorney 
and treasurer, have no opposition at all 
— not even protest or token candidates 
— meaning the usual low voter turnout 
will be even lower. 

One reason why potential challeng- 
ers have stayed away is Lee’s fundraising 
prowess. 

In 2011, with individual contribu- 
tions limited to $500, Lee raised $1.9 
million in a little over three months. An 
independent campaign bankrolled by 
friends in the tech sector, which paid for 
a video featuring MC Hammer and for- 
mer Giants closer Brian Wilson break- 
dancing, raised another $638,000. 

By the end of this year’s first reporting 
period on June 30, with the same $500 
cap, Lee raised $1.4 million from thou- 
sands of donors — less money than last 
time, but still “remarkable,” one veteran 
San Francisco political consultant ob- 
served, “because it does not seem like he 
tried that hard to raise the money.” 

Lee hasn't had to try hard to 
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spend it, either. In the first six months 
of 2015, the campaign blew through 
$970,000, according to campaign 
finance records. With no opponent, 
no big-time media buys, and few Lee 
campaign signs around town, where'd all 
that money go? 

Through June 30, the Lee campaign 
spent: 

$46,645 on rent at the Van Ness 
office space (even the mayor has to pay 
market-rate rent); 

$57,862 on food at fundraisers, 
including $11,500 at Twitter headquar- 
ters-adjacent Dirty Water; 









































$120,000 to the firm of Stefanie Rou- 
meliotes, a fundraising specialist who 
sits on a city commission (add in law 
firm Hanson Bridgett’s fees for its cam- 
paign treasurer services, and it cost Lee 
about $250,000 to raise $1.4 million); 

$118,000 on MayorEdLee.com, 
which appears to be a relatively simple 
templated design (most of that cost, 
Barnes says, was from assembling and 
managing an email list); 

$271,000 on campaign consultants, 
including $15,000 to the former firm of 
Enrique Pearce, the consultant charged 
with child pornography, and $122,860 
to Hanson Bridgett to process and 
ensure the operation is legal (which it 
appears to be); 

and $175,000 on campaign staffers 
(including $83,870 to Barnes; not bad 
for six months’ work). 

In all, the campaign spent 
$551,281.13 on staff and consul- 
tants through the end of June. Lee 
and his handlers stayed in the fam- 
ily to recruit staffers for this nearly 
$100,000-a-month machine — the 
greater Willie Brown family. 

Communications consultant PJ. 
Johnston ($37,500), whose father served 
in the state Legislature when Brown was 
Assembly speaker, is Brown’s former 
press secretary and handles spin duties 
for major developments like the War- 
riors’ new arena (which Lee once called 
his “legacy project”). 

IT consultant Wayne Perry, whose 
firm was paid $10,000 to purchase 
the staffers’ Macs, received laurels 

from Brown for his participation in 
the city’s minority contracting pro- 
gram — and has received $3.5 mil- 
lion in taxpayer money in the form of 
city contracts since 2013, city financial 
records show, with another $2.4 million 
in future contracted work to come. 

And Barnes, who entered city gov- 
ernment when Brown hired the then- 
20-year-old to be his AIDS advisor in the 
1990s, was poached from his $118,000 

a year job as the No. 2 person in the 
City Administrator’s Office — to 
which he'll return once the campaign 

is over — served as Lee’s campaign 

manager in 2011. 

“We have a pretty good team,” says 
Barnes, who noted that Lee was able 
to plug in “pre-existing infrastruc- 
ture” in order to get a campaign up 
and running in relative short order. 

And in short order, Lee has in- 
deed gotten it done — for them. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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The Mayor's 
Martyr 


Mayor Ed Lee wants to in- 
stall a plaque honoring Kate Steinle, 
the woman shot and killed by an un- 
documented immigrant on Pier 14 
in July. 

“She was... innocently killed on 
our streets,” the mayor said. 

However, Steinle’s death also 
became the flashpoint in a na- 
tional uproar over immigration 
and San Francisco’s sanctuary 
city policies. The tragedy has been 
exploited by right-wing blowhards 
Donald Trump and Bill O'Reilly, 
as well as by Democratic hopeful 
Hillary Clinton. 

But what does Lee want from 
Steinle’s death? 

Whatever it is, he’s dishonest 
about how he views the shooting. 
To say Steinle was just “some- 
body... innocently killed on our 
streets” is to knowingly downplay 
her death’s political aftershocks. 
And it reveals the opportunism 
behind Lee’s professed desire to 
offer condolences. 

Steinle was allegedly shot 
and killed by Juan Francisco Lo- 
pez-Sanchez, a Mexican national 
with a rap sheet of drug offenses 
and a history of deportation. (In- 
vestigators later determined Stein- 
le was killed after a bullet from 
Sanchez’s gun ricocheted; Sanchez 
will stand trial for murder.) 

“Tf there is a way to honor 
[Steinle’s] life and her positivity, for 
a city that is officially apologizing 
for that event and trying to prevent 
it from happening to anybody else, 
rll support it,” Lee said last week. 

But what about the 31 other 
homicide victims in San Francisco 
this year? Or the 45 last year? Or 
the 48 in 2013? 

None of those victims could 
be so easily martyred to score 
political points. “Every situation 
is different. I don’t value [Steinle] 
being more special than anybody 
else,” Lee said. 

If Steinle isn’t more special, 
why isn’t Mayor Lee also throwing 
up a memorial to Taja DeJesus, 

a transgender woman stabbed to 
death in Bayview in February? 

Or one for Prince Johnson, 
gunned down in the Potrero Ter- 
race public housing project in July? 

Or one for Bryan Higgins, a 
Radical Faerie and Castro fixture 
beaten to death last year? 

The answer is because Steinle’s 
death is grist for the political mill. 
If that wasn’t true, the city would 
be sprouting monuments to mur- 
dered citizens — not just to those 
who, according to City Hall, didn’t 
die in vain. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 
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Ci EVEN LEGAL CANNABIS GARDENS CAN BE ERADICATED WITHOUT WARNING 





At about 7:30 a.m. last Wednes- 
day, James Joseph Munson was shout- 
ing at his two daughters, asking who had 
failed to feed the cat, when he saw lights 
flash through a window and onto a wall 
in his Sonoma County home. 

Hollering is customary for the 
52-year-old, who is near-deaf even 
with his hearing aids. Seeing odd lights 
is not. 

Cat food can in hand, Munson 
went to the front door to investigate. 
“Twenty to thirty” Sonoma County 
sheriff’s deputies in camouflage and 
Kevlar were amassed outside, weap- 
ons drawn and aimed at his chest and 
head. It was the sheriff’s tactical squad, 
complete with an armored truck. The 
lights he’d seen flashing through his 
front window, he told me later, were 
the red and green laser sights now 
dancing on his face and chest. 

“Aw, shee-it,” he said. 

“Hit the ground!” a voice called out. 

“Fuck you,’ Munson replied, accord- 
ing to his retelling. “I’m not getting on 
the ground. I have a broken back.” 

Instead, Munson put down the cat 
food and raised his hands. Deputies led 
him to a storage trailer on the proper- 
ty, where a few young men in their 20s 
— Munson’s workers, rousted from 
their tents — were already waiting. 
Soon, they were joined by Munson’s 
wife, Atsuko, and their two children, 
ages 11 and 5. They would stay there 
until about 11 a.m. while deputies 
searched the hilltop property where 
Munson and his crew had been tend- 
ing more than 1,000 marijuana plants. 
Harvest was less than a month away. 

This was not Munson’s first rodeo. 
He’s been busted eight times before in 
three different counties. Each time, law 
enforcement removed his entire crop 
— and each time Munson dragged into 
a courtroom the sick and disabled peo- 
ple to whom he gives away cannabis 
for free, and whose medical marijuana 
recommendations are posted on-site 
at the garden in apparent compliance 
with California medical marijuana law. 
Every time, he was acquitted of all 
charges, court records show. 

This time, with legalization suppos- 
edly around the corner and his 
last bust more than 
five years in the past, 
Munson thought things 
would be different. 
Sure, he had over 1,000 
plants — but he also 
had sixty recommenda- 
tions, meaning, accord- 
ing to his interpretation 
of county law, he could 
have 1,800 plants. 
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Instead, deputies cut down the 
entire crop — which, according to 
their official tally, clocked in at an eye- 
brow-raising 1,300 plants and logic-de- 
fying “14,000 pounds” — and arrested 
Munson and eight others. (Atsuko was 
released to drive their daughters to 
school, where they had a presentation 
to give that day.) 

A week later, Munson and his work- 
ers are all free. As of press deadline, 
nobody has been charged with a crime. 

That doesn’t matter to Munson, 
who lost a year’s worth of work in one 
morning. And it doesn’t matter to Cal- 
ifornia law enforcement. Large-scale 
or small, cannabis cultivation is often 
dealt with by raiding first and asking 
questions later — including whether 
or not the garden is legal. Gardens 
even a few plants over the limit can 
be eradicated without warning, ora 
chance to keep what is legal. 

Hard data is scant, but anecdotes 
and interviews with attorneys, grow- 
ers, and sheriffs confirm that Mun- 
son’s story is typical. 

“Every year it gets better in terms of 
law enforcement giving people notice 
first,’ says Melissa Sanchez, a Los An- 
geles-based attorney who specializes 
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“Oaky" Joe Munson surveys the 
hillside where his cannabis plants 
once stood. 


in grower compliance, “but the more 
negative approach of cutting down first 
and asking questions later does seems 
to come in spurts. And that’s really un- 
fortunate. We don’t want that.” 


For someone who can’t hear, Munson 
loves to talk. A relentless and shameless 
self-promoter, whose forehead and jaw- 
line give him a vague resemblance to 
Brett Favre, Munson’s friends know him 
by the self-given nickname “Oaky,’ a ref- 
erence to the business he once had sell- 
ing firewood to homeowners in St. 
Francis Wood (the location of the motor- 
cycle wreck that crushed his vertebrae). 
During our recent talks, he wore a t-shirt 
with his name on it, along with his slo- 
gan: “Do some good.” For him, “good” 
means giving away loads and loads of 
marijuana free of charge. (Police scoff 
and are convinced he is making a profit, 
but have yet to offer any proof.) 
Conversations with him can be 
hours-long affairs. One point leads into 
an anecdote about a visit to Atsuko’s 
family in Japan — where, 
in a hilltop Tokyo man- 
sion, he met the activists 
working to legalize mari- 
juana in that country and 
sampled their Strawberry 
Cough. That leads to tales 
of spending his “alcoholic” 
20s selling dime bags on 
Polk Street before Atsu- 
ko entered his life and 
convinced him to quit 


drinking. 
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He delivers this stream in a high- 
pitched drawl that comes straight 
through his nose, a consequence of the 
bar fight 25 years ago that broke his 
jaw and took his hearing. 

But when he seizes on something, 
watch out. His eyes darken, his gaze 
narrows, and facts come out like bullets. 

“There was no trespassing, no 
environmental damage, no diverting 
of water, no trees cut, no neighbors 
complained,” he said, ticking off the 
no-no’s that draw police attention. 
“I'm not a dumb man — section eleven 
three sixty two of the state code says 
that people like me are allowed to grow 
for people who can’t.” 

Under California law, a medical 
marijuana patient — that is, someone 
with a note from a physician that says 
cannabis could help whatever ails them 
— can have up to six mature, flowering 
marijuana plants and up to eight ounc- 
es of dried herb at any given time. 

Individual counties, however, are 
free to set their own rules. In Sonoma 
County, the allowance is three pounds 
of pot and 30 plants per patient, a fact 
confirmed by a 2007 memo circulated 
among Sonoma County law enforce- 
ment leaders. 

State law also says that patients can 
“associate collectively” to grow their 
preferred medicine. In theory, this is 
meant to give patients too sick to till 
the soil their allowance. In practice, it 
has led to retail businesses — dispen- 
saries are supposed to be nonprofit col- 
lectives or cooperatives under the law 
— and massive marijuana plantations 
visible on Google Earth. 





In Mendocino County, lawmakers 
have set a strict limit of 25 plants per 
parcel of land. 

In Sonoma County, the law is silent 
as to how big is too big. 

“It varies case by case and is based 
on the totality of the circumstances 
at the time of the incident,” said Set. 
Cecile Focha, a spokeswoman for the 
Sonoma Sheriff’s Office, which dis- 
putes at least one of Munson’s claims: 
forest was clear-cut to make way for 
plants, she says. 

That leaves it up to law enforcement 
on the ground to make the call. And, as 
Focha added, “Deputies continue to en- 
force all laws against marijuana in the 
same manner as prior to the passage of 
Proposition 215.” 

One of Munson’s past foils is Men- 
docino County Sheriff Tom Allman, 
who oversaw the county Munson lived 
in for some time. (The odd fortune of 
planting a garden next door to one of 
Allman’s narcotics officers, which led 
to another raid-acquittal cycle, helped 
send Munson to Sonoma.) The way law 
enforcement sees it, according to All- 
man, growers like Munson are playing 
legal games — and making loads of 
money while “thumbing their noses at 
law enforcement.” 

“The moral of the story is, don’t 
come up on our radar, and we won't 
show up on your property, Allman 
says. Having a massive garden — no 
matter how many recommendations 
you have — is a great way to be 
noticed. (In Munson’s case, he was 
informed that his garden was spotted 
from the air.) 

Further, state medical marijuana 
law is not a “right per se.” It’s what’s 
called “limited immunity from pros- 
ecution, meaning it’s really only any 
good in a courtroom, not in a pot gar- 
den when police come knocking. 

This may change if Gov. Jerry 
Brown signs into law a package of bills 
sent to his desk by the Legislature ear- 
lier this month that would allow activ- 
ity like Munson’s to be licensed. Grows 
of up to five patients would need no 
license; large-scale commercial cultiva- 
tion would be limited, but allowed. 

Until then, growers like Munson 
choose to press their luck at their peril. 
They may be legal in theory, but that 
won't stop a raid. 

In a way, Munson hopes he gets 
charged. “Then I get to drag everyone 
into fucking court — in wheelchairs, 
dying, everything,” he says. “And then 
I'm going to sue Sonoma County for 
millions of dollars.” 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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Eighty-eight years ago, Mae West was thrown in 
jail for acting in a Broadway play called Sex. Seventy-seven years 
later, the FCC fined CBS $550,000 after Justin Timberlake ex- 
posed Janet Jackson’s nipple during the Super Bowl halftime 
show. Not long after that, a San Francisco supervisor named 
Wiener led the charge to ban public nudity. Apart from guns, it 
seems that nothing polarizes America quite like the specter of a 
human body performing a sexual act. 

There was never a time when morality wasn’t considered 
to be in decline, yet there was never a time when people 
stopped having sex. On the eve of the Folsom Street Fair 
— the world’s biggest celebration of alternative sexual ex- 
pression, pervs and slaves and baby strollers and all — SF 
Weekly’s Sex Issue explores some obscure corners of the 
sexual realm, from beautifully rendered pornography to 
sonic dildos. Whether you believe sex to be solely for re- 
productive purposes, or whether you lament the loss of the 
dense thickets in Golden Gate Park, we should probably all 
be having more of it. Hopefully, after reading this issue, you 
find yourself doing so. Peter Lawrence Kane 
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Longshoreman’s Hall. They . w 
produced the first Dore Alley Fair. w By Peter Lawrence Kane 
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Pictures from a Sexual Revolution 


By Jeremy Lybarger 
Bill Bowers has photographed 


San Francisco's sexual fringe for more 
than 40 years. In that time, he watched the 
city evolve from a pre-AIDS libertine play- 
ground to a funereal ghost town during 
the plague years of the 1980s. And he’s 
seen the city’s most adventurous fucking 
move from long-gone bathhouses and 
leather bars to invite-only house parties. 

“We used to call Folsom Street the 
‘Miracle Mile’ because in the “70s, from 
about 13th Street to 5th Street, there 
was a gay bar on almost every corner,’ 
Bowers says, ticking off the roll call: the 
Trench, Dirty Sally’s, Handball Express. 

There were also half a dozen SRO 
hotels that catered to gay tenants, in- 
cluding the aptly named Brothel Hotel 
on Polk Street — the “Polk Gulch” of 
that era was another gay mecca, bustling 
with hustlers and pickup bars — along 
with a smorgasbord of bathhouses, sex 
clubs, and porn theaters. 

It was a far cry from L.A., where 
Bowers had worked as a go-go boy on 
Sunset Boulevard. “It became a police 
state there,” he says. “Freaks on LSD 
were scaring the tourists, so I packed up 
and came to San Francisco.” 

Here, Bowers and his friend Sylvester 
fell in with a troupe of acid queens and 
artists who dubbed themselves the Cock- 
ettes, whose flamboyant, ramshackle 
stage shows became as legendary as the 
group’s spectacular implosion during 
a short-lived New York run in 1972. 
(Sylvester would go to record a string of 
disco hits in the late “70s before dying of 
AIDS-related complications in 1988.) 

Post-Cockettes, Bowers enjoyed a 
brief but illustrious career as a costume 
designer to the stars, selling handcrafted 
capes and jackets to the Rolling Stones, 
Alice Cooper, and Aerosmith (Salvador 
Dali admired Cooper’s rat-fur cape 
enough to steal it). His clothes were 
featured in Vogue, Playboy, and After 
Dark, while his photography, an abiding 
sideline passion, appeared in Drummer 
magazine — a stalwart of the leather 
community whose cult following gave 
Bowers entrée to the fetish underground 
he would spend years documenting. 

“The old guard leather queens of the 
‘60s and “70s had brotherhoods and mo- 
torcycle clubs, and it was a very tight-knit 
community, “Bowers says. “Then AIDS 
hit and everything fell apart.” 

The city’s previous no-limits nightlife 
suddenly stopped; men who'd kept the 
party jumping until dawn were now wast- 
ing away in Ward 86, S.F. General’s dread- 
ed AIDS wing. In 1982, Bowers decamped 
to Key West, Fla., mostly to escape the 
“boredom” of plague-ridden San Francis- 
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Dore Alley. Two slaves and the 
hand of their 80-year-old master. 
A porn studio’s novel way of 

advertising its bondage videos 
at Dore Alley. 3. Dore Alley, 
1985. Hanging from her belt are 
nipple clamps, ball weights, and a 
harness. 4. Three leatherwomen 
from Oakland, 1988. 5. On 
Folsom between 8th and 9th, a 
leatherman and his slaves relax. 
A photo shoot for Drummer 
magazine. The model died of AIDS 
in 1993. 7. Arare punk rocker 
sighting at Dore Alley, 1990. 


co. He worked as a houseboy at a resort 
on the coast, cleaning the pool and fluff- 
ing pillows, and in his off hours, shooting 
beefcake photos for a gay travel guide. 
When he returned to San Francisco 
in the late ‘80s, the city had changed. 
Young men’s obituaries filled each issue 
of the Bay Area Reporter. Most of the 


bathhouses and fetish bars had shuttered. 


The gay SROs were gone. But the Folsom 
Street Fair and the Dore Alley Fair (first 
held on Ringold Street) emerged in the 
mid-80s as new frontiers in the city’s 
sexual reawakening. As AIDS’ cataclysmic 
death toll declined in San Francisco, sub- 
cultures rebounded, and these festivals 
became more than just niche events for 
leathermen and their slaves. They became 
destinations for diverse crowds eager to 
explore BDSM fantasies in a public space. 

And eager to prove the party could 
go on. 

AIDS may have changed everything, 
but some of San Francisco's sexual pio- 


neers and sexual outlaws are still around. 


And so is Bill Bowers, camera in hand. 


JLybarger@SFWeekly.com 
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The women of AsiaSF, SOMA’s transgender cabaret, get their own reality TV show. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


“Stephanie from Iowa is getting 
married!” screams the emcee at AsiaSF, 
as a tray of 12 tequila shots with limes 
passes by. 

The liquor is destined for a mostly 
female gaggle of Burners decompress- 
ing from the playa. Shoutouts to for- 
eign countries (and Daly City) follow, 
as everyone who traveled more than 
five miles gets acknowledged by the 
emcee, and then a beautiful woman 
in a rumpled shirt launches into 
Mya’s “My Love Is Like Whoa.” The 
table to my left is full of women on 
holiday from Queensland, Australia, 
all whooping it up like copies of Mer- 
yl Streep’s friend in Mamma Mia! (you 
know, the one who isn’t Christine Ba- 
ranski). Stephanie is getting married, 
and so, it turns out, are Crystal, Jane, 
and Serena. 

Welcome to AsiaSF. For 18 years, 
this transgender cabaret at 9th and 
Howard has hosted birthdays, bache- 
lorette parties, and curiosity-seekers 
eager to sample Cal-Asian food and 
see two cabaret shows per seating. 
Crowds — overwhelmingly but by no 
means exclusively female — pay to 
watch the ladies strut down the “Red 
Dragon Runway,” lip-synching to the 
pop canon. Ever since opening in the 
‘90s, the club’s performers have sent 
pitches and sizzle reels to producers, 
hoping to get a reality show made. 

That time has finally come. Tran- 
scendent, which debuts on Tuesday, 
Sept. 30, at 11:30 p.m. on Fuse, will 
follow five AsiaSF performers: Bionka 
(an African-American from Ana- 
heim), Xristina (who is Turkish-Do- 
minican), Bambiana (born in Spain 
to mixed parentage), LA (a Filipina), 
and Nya (also Filipina, but from Hay- 
ward). Transgender visibility is hav- 
ing its moment, and where the show 
seems likeliest to break new cultural 
ground is in drawing the distinction 
between drag queens and transwom- 
en, something not always obvious to 
an increasingly sophisticated audi- 
ence. Nor is the difference necessarily 
absolute: While RuPaul’s Drag Race 
is nominally a drag show, several of 
its contestants — Carmen Carrera, 
Sonique, and Kenya Michaels — sub- 
sequently came out as transgender, 
and clashed with Ru over allegedly 
insensitive remarks. Contestant 
Monica Beverly Hillz announced her 
gender identity midway through the 
show’s fifth season, prompting some 
tiresome blowback about how she was 
“cheating.” 

The women of AsiaSF are women, 
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of course, but they can be cheeky 
about their gender. As the show 
wraps up for the night, for example, 
the emcee refers to herself and her 
colleagues as “eight miracles of mod- 
ern science,’ one of whom wears light 
bulbs around her décolletage, while 
another plucks men from the audi- 
ence to nuzzle her breasts. 

But considering the earnestness 
with which the ladies of AsiaSF ap- 
proached their foray into reality TV, 
I wondered if they worried about 


the show’s producers playing up the 
more prurient or titillating aspects of 
their private lives. The fact that it’s 
not an elimination-style show curbs 
the need for manufactured conflict or 
sound effects to punctuate moments 
of side-eye, but without total creative 
control, there’s always a risk of the 
show becoming tawdry. 

Bionka seemed confident this 
wouldn't be the case. 

“I remember dating and having to 
explain to a gentleman what’s differ- 
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ent between [me] and a drag queen,” 
she said. “You don’t have to do that 
anymore! Now, people will see it. We 
get women who are like, “Oh great, 
I’ve been watching RuPaul, so I know 
what’s up, and we're like, ‘No, you 
don’t. And then they come in and 
they’re like, “No, I don’t really know 
what’s going on.’ They see that there’s 
a big difference.” 

When I asked if they worried 
about one of them being unwittingly 
pigeonholed into the “bitch” arche- 


type, everyone laughed. (If anything, 
they were competing for that role.) 

“Going into it, they were upfront 
about what they wanted to depict us 
as, Bionka said. “Throughout the en- 
tire filming, I never felt so comforted 
by a film crew to know that they had 
my best interests at heart. I believe 
that we'll see on the show that ev- 
eryone was depicted great. There’s 
nothing we should be ashamed of, or 
worry about being a bitch character.” 

“T agree 100 percent,” Nya said, 
“but I feel that we all have a little bit 
of bitch in us. You can’t really be suc- 
cessful in life without having a little 
bit of bitch in you.” 

Any bitchiness is somewhat 
tempered by the fact that four of 
the show’s stars have performed at 
the club together for years, with LA 
joining more recently. (“Bringing her 
on felt so natural,” Bionka said. “It 
was like, ‘Hey sis, where you been?’”) 
And in addition to being the new kid 
on the block, she’s also the newest 
on the testosterone blockers, which 
forms the crux of Transcendent’s dra- 
matic arc. After Caitlyn Jenner came 
out as trans this year, Laverne Cox 
remarked that she felt lucky not to 
have transitioned in public, but much 
of Transcendent will chronicle LA’s 
transition and her family’s struggle 
to accept it. While LA was obliged to 
keep mum on specifics, it’s clear the 
story has a happy ending. 

“T feel super blessed, because I 
have everybody here,” LA said. “This 
to me is home, and that made my 
transition so seamless. | feel like I can 
conquer the world, because whatever 
I do, I have the girls’ back.” 

“That’s the most beautiful thing 
that AsiaSF is,” Xristina added. “I 
know that when I started working 
here, transgender sensitivity and the 
resources and information weren't 
around as much, you know? AsiaSF 
provided that. It was a restaurant that 
was catering to our population, and 
it made me feel safe as an individual. 
I came to S.F. from Florida because | 
wanted to feel like I’m not alone. So 
our show is true to the core of who we 
are. You get to see the struggles, our 
emotional connections with our fam- 
ily and friends, and the complications 
of dating the other sex.” 

In that respect, Transcendent prom- 
ises to be different from the spate of 
trans-themed shows that debuted 
this year. While the 14-year-old Jazz 
Jennings of I Am Jazz is certainly of 
teen dating age, that show focuses on 
navigating the pitfalls of high school; 
meanwhile, the 65-year-old >>p16 
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Caitlyn Jenner was already famous in 
her own right and related by marriage 
to the biggest fame engines in the 
world: the Kardashians. Nya, Xristina, 
Bambiana, Bionka, and LA are women 
of color who date straight men. (Four 
of them identify as heterosexual, 
while Bambiana says, “I'll fuck any- 
thing.”) By following their lives out- 
side the club, the show has the poten- 
tial to illuminate a sensitive subject 
matter — trans women’s love lives 

— but with an eye toward emotional 
connections rather than genitalia. 

There is a secondary benefit to a 
show about transwomen in their 20s 
and 30s: Teenagers or other closeted 
viewers can learn about transgender 
people under the guise of pure 
entertainment. 

“When you have trans youth who 
are 14 to 24,” Bionka said, “how 
do you really sit back and tell your 
parents, ‘I want to watch I Am Jazz’? 
They’re like, “You want to watch this 
young tranny girl?’ But then you get 
us, who come in flinging hair and 
bitching each other out and taking 
hormone shots on camera. It’s like, 
‘Wow, this is something interesting. I 
want to know about these ladies.’ We 
give you that on a platter.” 

Should the show take off, the 
women of AsiaSF are well-positioned 
to funnel their success back into the 
community. Although Bionka notes 
that kids love coming to the club 
because “we're like big Barbie Girls to 
them,” making songs from the radio 
come alive, Nya related a poignant 
story from the Trans March, where 
the mothers of two 8- or 9-year-old 
trans girls came up to them, asking 
for their daughters to have a chance 
to “meet their sisters.” 

“The mothers came aside and said, 
‘Thank you. It’s because of women 
like you that’s it’s going to be easier 
for them in the future,” Nya said. 

All five women welcome the op- 
portunity to educate people, whether 
by schooling Stanford students on 
proper gender pronouns or tolerating 
overeager hangers-on loathe to leave 
the club when the lights come on. 

But they’re honest about their de- 
sire for fame, too. 

“T want a little bit of it all,” Bionka 
said. “I trust myself to be level-head- 
ed even if the dollar signs are rolling 
in. ’m not going to be like, “Here’s 
$20, wipe your ass.” 

“My motto is, ‘Keep it humble and 
be thankful,” Nya said. 

“Just don’t keep your makeup 
humble,” Bambiana said. 


PKane@SFWeekly.com 
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Teledildonics was supposed to open a new frontier in sex. Today, it's the tarnished dream of one visionary 


Inventor. 


By Julia Carrie Wong 


Roxxxy sits on an ugly floral 
couch. Her lingerie is hot pink. Her stock- 
ings require no garters. Her nails and lips 
are red. 

“T come fully loaded with my stan- 
dard personality, which is matched 
as closely to my master’s as possible,” 
Roxxxy coos. “If he or she likes cars, I 
like cars. If they are into accounting, 
math, or football, then so am I. Some 
people have called me the perfect wife.” 

As a $7,000 sex robot sold by True 
Companion LLC (“All three entries 
have special sensors and motors which 
create a truly unforgettable erotic expe- 
rience!”), Roxxxy is the cutting edge of 
sexual technology. She’s a wifi-enabled, 
artificially intelligent, perpetually 
willing fuck machine. She’s also more 
than a little creepy, tawdry, and, as one 
70-year-old sexual technology innova- 
tor puts it, “a load of crap.” 

“You don’t need a robot,” How 
Wachspress, the 70-year-old in ques- 
tion, says by phone. “These big fucking 
machines with hydraulics — they’re 
so crude. It’s just suck and fuck kind of 
stuff, which is boring. Eroticism is barely 
understood.” 

It didn’t have to be this way, accord- 
ing to Wachspress. Forty-five years ago, 
the Brooklyn-born inventor introduced 
San Francisco to an entirely new kind 
of sexual technology and, in doing so, 
helped inspire the field of what is now 
known as teledildonics. “In the history 
of humanity, nobody has produced 
anything close to this,’ Wachspress 
says, but the business world is dumb.” 

In 1972, Wachspress debuted the 
device he and others have variously 
called an Auditac Sonic Stimulator, a 
Teletac, a Sonic Dildo, or (per his 1973 
patent application) an “Audiotactile 
Stimulation and Communication 
System.” He demonstrated the device 
at Sexual Attitude Restructuring sem- 
inars, held in the basement of GLIDE 
Church, and later at the Orphanage 
rock club in North Beach. 

“All kinds of people would come 
up and have sex with the machines,” 
Wachspress recalls. “There was one for 
the boys and one for the girls, and they 
would attach it to their business. One 
of the hookers told me, ‘It ain’t love, 
but it’s the best sex I’ve ever had.” 

Wachspress’ machine wasn’t your 
standard vibrator or dildo. He invent- 
ed a way for humans to “hear” sound 
through their skin. Music or other 
sounds were converted into pressure 
that could stimulate any part of the 
body. “The Beatles on your back. Bartok 
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on your belly. Beethoven between your 
legs,” one of his flyers boasted. 

There are no more Sonic Stimulators 
in existence (although Wachspress 
promises he could “whip one up ina 
jiffy” if need be; these days he relies on 
tuning forks and light paint brushes 
for personal use), but images of the 
early prototypes look simple enough: 

a speaker attached to a hose with what 
looks like the business end of a toilet 
plunger on the end. As crude as that 
may sound, Wachspress’ invention in- 
trigued a generation still attuned to the 
60s’ sexual radicalism and “anything 
goes’ ethos. 

Word first spread via an article in 
the London Evening Standard. “The 
difference between How’s invention 
and a vibrator, apart from an im- 
pressive display of gadgetry, is that a 
vibrator cannot whisper: ‘I love you,” 
Australian journalist Richard Neville 
wrote in September 1972. In March 
1973, Oui (a pornographic magazine 
owned by Hugh Hefner that targeted 
a younger audience than Playboy) ran 
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a five-page feature by writer Patrick 
Carr, titled, “The Sonic Dildo: At Last 
the No-Contact Orgasm,” that focused 
on the author’s sexual experience with 
the invention. 

Soon after, Wachspress was the sub- 
ject of a Rolling Stone profile (accom- 
panied by photographs of a semi-nude 
model applying the device to various 
parts of her body, as well as a suggested 
“stroke parade” playlist) and began 
hosting press demos with an actress 
serving as guinea pig. “At the sugges- 
tion of some male chauvinist reporter, 
she then placed one of the cups over 
each (clothed) breast,” the Los Angeles 
Times reported. “Outrageous, mur- 
mured Miss Montgomery. ‘Who needs 
men?” 

Wachspress could be coy about 
the sexual utility of his invention. “Td 
rather not emphasize the sexual aspect 
as much as the Oui story did,” he told 
Rolling Stone. “They just concentrated on 
one aspect. There are so many possibil- 
ities.” But he also admitted that he had 
been thinking about sex when he first 
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FIG. 1 


An illustration of the Sonic 
Stimulator from How Wachspress’ 
patent application. 


got the inspiration for the machine: “The 
idea of two-way tactile communication 
over a distance. Carrying it to its most 
outrageous extension, a fuck-by-phone 
machine.” A 1976 flyer for the Auditac 
imagined the existence of “KDIL, Radio 
Dildo, in San Francisco,” whose Audi- 
tac-connected listeners would call in to 
say, ‘I came twice during the first num- 
ber,” or “A remarkable band, especially 
on my inner knee.” 

But Wachspress didn’t just excite 
sexual revolutionaries. His device 
(which received U.S. Patent No. 
3,875,932 in 1975) also captivated the 
young pioneers then cooking up the 
nascent computer revolution. In his 
1974 computing manifesto Computer 
Lib/Dream Machines, Ted Nelson (who 
also invented the hyperlink) coined 
the phrase “dildonics” in a brief section 
about the implications of Wachspress’ 
invention. » pls 
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Joy Stick from p16 


“I originally hadn't intended to 
include anything like this in the book, 
wanting it to be a family-style access cat- 
alog and all that, but this particular item 
seems fairly important,’ Nelson wrote. 
“Wachspress’ devices transpose sound (as 
audio signals) into feelings... ‘Hyper-re- 
ality’ is where he says it gets you: a point 
curiously congruent with the author's 
own notions of hypertext and hyperme- 
dia as extensions of the mental life.” 

Today, Nelson downplays his in- 
volvement in teledildonics. “The book 
summarized a lot of frontier fields in 
computers, and one of them that it was 
obvious was coming was sexual,” he says 
by phone. “I thought that was an obvi- 
ous application and a humorous one, so 
I called it ‘dildonics, and that was just 
one column in a 128-page book with 
very small type.” Despite Nelson’s gen- 
eral lack of interest in sexual technology 
(“T see this much more as an issue of 
corporate initiatives than technology,” 
he says), “dildonics” is featured on his 
website as one of the (several) words he 
has coined. 

Howard Rheingold, another techno- 
logical theorist (whose own neologisms 
include “virtual community” and “social 
web’), supplied the all-important prefix 
in his essay “Teledildonics: Reach Out 
and Touch Someone,’ published in 
1990. Rheingold, too, was inspired by 
Wachspress’ machine, which he learned 
of by way of Nelson’s book. 

“Dildonics — it had to happen. It 
is the unnatural fruit of the marriage 
of lust and craft,” Rheingold wrote. He 
imagined a future (“a couple decades 
hence”) in which the Wachspress ma- 
chine had been updated to a bodysuit 
embedded with “an array of intelligent 
effectors” that “receive and transmit a 
realistic sense of tactile presence.” 

“Teledildonics is inevitable given the 
rate of progress in the enabling technol- 
ogies of shape-memory alloys, fiber-op- 
tics, and super-computing,” Rheingold 
wrote. “Enormous market-driven forces 
will be unleashed when sex at a distance 
becomes possible... Clearly we are on 
the verge of a whole new semiotics of 
mating.” 

But that hasn’t happened yet. Not re- 
ally. Two and a half decades later, teledil- 
donics, at least as Wachpress and Rhein- 
gold imagined it, remains in its infancy. A 
handful of companies are trying to bring 
Wi-Fi-enabled, remote-controlled sex 
toys to market. A Dutch company called 
Holland Haptics Kickstarted a device that 
allows you to “hold hands” with someone 
halfway across the world. (“They’re so up- 
tight. They don’t even call it ‘tactile’; they 
call it ‘haptic,” Wachspress says of the so- 
called field of haptic technology.) 

But even those pale simulacrums of 
teledildonic possibility are under threat 
from an apparent patent troll. TZU Tech- 
nologies LLC, a mysterious entity incor- 
porated days before it purchased U.S. 
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Patent No. 6,368,268, filed seven law- 
suits against national and international 
companies working on teledildonics, 
thanks to its alarmingly broad patent. 
(The patent covers “interactive virtual 
control of sexual aids using digital com- 
puter networks,” which means, basically, 
any sex toy that connects to the inter- 
net.) Andrew Quitmayer, co-founder of 
open source vibrator company Comingle, 
told VICE that the cost of the patent liti- 
gation is endangering his company. 

Even if companies like Comingle sur- 
vive, the market for teledildonic devices 
is questionable. The Auditac never took 
off commercially. “Tt was not a money 
maker,” Wachpress says, and working 
with speaker companies was a challenge. 
“They could accept audio, but nothing 
that looks like a sex machine. The slight- 
est hint of a sex machine, and the Hi Fi 
geeky people run for the hills.” 

Johannes Grenzfurthner, an artist, 
writer, and the head of the Arse Elek- 
tronika conference on sex and technolo- 
gy (which will host its ninth year in San 
Francisco this October), still holds out 
hope for innovation in audio sex tech. “A 
vibrator or a basic sex machine — it’s all 
very 19th century technology,” he says. 
“I mean, that stuff would have been 
doable in 1870 or 1840. There’s so much 
more possibility. Using audio to create 
certain sensations in your body is one 
aspect.” Another, Grenzfurtherner says, 
is products that incorporate smell. 

“It’s hard to introduce completely 
new concepts, especially if you're doing 
it as a startup,’ Grenzenfurtherner says, 
but he’s still hopeful that human inge- 
nuity (and kinkiness) will prevail. “It’s 
always bad to say revolution in this con- 
text, but there might be something just 
around the corner and we don’t even 
know about it.” 

For his part, Wachspress has devoted 
most of the last 40 years to his other 
chief interest: aeronautics. He received 
a patent for a “free flying magnetic 
levitator” in 1989 (this is verified) and 
says he began working off the books for 
various branches of the government 
with help from a former Air Force officer 
who served as his handler and “funneled 
money’ to him (this is not verified). 

Wachspress is vague about his 
clandestine work, saying only that it 
involved producing demonstrations, 
attending meetings, and writing techni- 
cal reports in his areas of expertise. He 
blames his reticence on “unofficial gag 
orders” from the powers that be and re- 
fused to be photographed for this story. 

“My survival depends on the fact 
that most people don’t know who I am,” 
he says. 

But Wachspress hasn’t abandoned 
his dream of the Sonic Stimulator. “Tm 
still open to the possibilities,” he says. “If 
you ve got someone who wants to take 
this up, I'd say OK. I’m hot to trot. If 
anything comes from this, let me know.” 


JWong@SFWeekly.com 
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transducer (top) and 
“an internal probe 
that may be employed 
with the present 
invention” (bottom). 
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Finnish Fetish 


Why Tom of Finland’s penciled erotica endures in the age of the dick pic. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


We may not live in the Golden 
Age of male erotica (if there ever was 
one), but peddling naughty pics has 
never been easier. Indeed, every man 
can be his own pornographer now, 
Snapchatting pics of his six-pack abs to 
prospective hook-ups, or sharing risque 
selfies on Instagram. While porn con- 
sumption has changed dramatically 
thanks to the internet, one name re- 
mains a touchstone for vintage, out- 
sized fantasies of the gay male body: 
Tom of Finland. 

Born Touko Laaksonen in 1920, 
Tom of Finland’s work consists al- 
most exclusively of pencil-on-paper 
images of hypersexualized male arche- 
types: shirtless men with pierced nip- 
ples, cowboys in tight jeans, a motor- 
cycle cop having a friendly chat with a 
biker, two studs in rebel caps cruising 
each other, boys comparing biceps in 
a forest, even Santa Claus sporting a 
bulge in his pants. The drawings run 
the gamut from sweet (one man cra- 
dling another to his chest) to extreme 
(a guy getting fucked in a jail cell un- 
der a wanted poster while a third guy 
sucks his nipple). 

Once the epitome of outsider art, 
Tom of Finland is now an unlikely 
cause celebre in the arts establish- 
ment. Thanks to the lobbying of pho- 
tographer Robert Mapplethorpe, Tom 
got gallery representation in the early 
1980s, and various drawings have 
since been acquired by the Museum of 
Modern Art, the Louvre, SFMOMA, 
and others. The Tom of Finland Foun- 
dation throws an annual festival in 
Los Angeles every October — and oh 
yeah, the Finnish postal service issued 
Tom of Finland stamps last year, at 
least one of which had a butt on it. 
(This state-sanctioned commemora- 
tion is especially significant in light of 
the fact that Touko Laaksonen fought 
for Finland against the Soviets during 
the Second World War. While he does 
not seem to have espoused the tenets 
of Nazism, that still aligns him with 
the Axis Powers.) 

Perhaps more importantly, Tom of 
Finland’s work is taught in figurative 
drawing classes in art schools — a 
sure sign of his quasi-canonization. 
Having passed through an era period 
where he was regarded as a pornog- 
rapher to one where he was pigeon- 
holed as a niche commercial illustra- 
tor, he’s now acknowledged as one of 
the five most influential artists of the 
last century — at least according to 
the words of philanthropist and arts 
trustee Harvey S. Shipley Miller. 
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This is personally satisfying to 
Durk Dehner, who first saw Tom’s 
work in New York at age 26, in an 
ad for a motorcycle run. He became 
a frequent Tom of Finland model 
who eventually made a pact with the 
artist to do whatever he could to get 
the work out there, and has served 
as president of the Tom of Finland 
Foundation since 1984. 

And the work did get out, partly 
because the medium of exaggerated, 
black-and-white drawings suits erot- 
ica well — certainly better than the 
stagey photography in gay porn mags 
of the ’60s and ‘70s. Tom of Finland’s 
drawings are “instantly recognizable 
and exhibit meticulous craftsman- 
ship,” says Todd Standish, a San 
Francisco graphic designer recently 
commissioned to create a T-shirt for 
a show honoring gay porn idol Peter 
Berlin. 

“He had this ability to embed in his 
drawings messages that were power- 
ful and positive and sex-positive, and 
about affirming that [gay men] were 
whole and complete,” Dehner said. 

Imbued with just enough fantasy, 
there is a fearless, pro-sex message 
in Tom of Finland’s art that remains 
refreshing and unencumbered by 
charges of exploitation — a far cry 
from today’s factory-style porn indus- 
try. While Savonarolas such as gadfly 
activist Larry Kramer would just as 
soon stamp out promiscuous sex until 
all STIs went extinct, generations of 
gay men, post- and pre-AIDS alike, 
grew up hungry for affirmation. 

If, as Marxist social critic Walter 
Benjamin observed, art in the age 
of mechanical reproduction has lost 
some of its magisterial aura, then that 
goes double for a genre that has gone 
from kneejerk suppression to cultural 
ubiquity: the dick pic. Adolescent boys 
with burgeoning gay desires used to 
have to fend for themselves in a world 
that deemed them “intrinsically disor- 
dered.” (In the words of the Catholic 
Church, anyway.) 

But Tom of Finland’s work is 
different from, say, 19th Century 
Boyfriend, the Tumblr full of portraits 
of handsome Russian noblemen and 
daguerreotypes of burly Tammany 
Hall politicians, and it’s different 
than those arresting, sepia-toned pic- 
tures of unnamed men in fancy dress 
smiling ambiguously together. Tom 
of Finland’s aesthetic is bracingly, un- 
mistakably gay. 

Dehner recalls Tom’s own reflec- 
tions on his work before his death in 
1991. “He said, ‘I didn’t sit around 
and consciously think about it, but in 


retrospect I clearly had an intention 
all along that I wanted to impress 
upon my fellow brothers that we’re 
whole and complete. There was noth- 
ing wrong with homosexuals. They 
were part of nature, and society and 
religion had got it all messed up.” 
Desire — or, more specifically, the 
production of desire — can be a tricky 
thing, a chicken-and-egg game with 
heavy ramifications. (Does watching 
bareback porn cause people to be sex- 
ually irresponsible? Is play-acting a 
rape fantasy between two consensual 
partners a healthy outlet for pent-up 
energy? Do images of near-impos- 
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sible male physiques contribute to 
hook-up apps’ “no fats, no fems” body 
fascism?) But since the sex drive is 
probably here to stay, and there’s still 
no shortage of cultural forces filling 
people with guilt and shame because 
of who or what they’re attracted to, 
it’s safe to say that Tom of Finland 
deserves the acclaim. 

Nonetheless, Tom’s work was made 
in the crucible of censorship. Because 
photographing male nudes was at best 
highly suspect, sending film out to be 
developed was out of the question, so 
Tom built a darkroom. Promoting his 
work was an even bigger challenge. 


“He would have to make all these 
little prints, and make a composite 
page that fit in a four-by-five contact 
sheet, because that’s all that wouldn’t 
be opened by the mail,” Dehner said. 
“He'd send it to people in other coun- 
tries, they would order it, and he'd 
make a print. At the same time he had 
a full time job. He was a busy guy.” 

In contrast to the more litigious 
custodians of any given creator’s 
work, the foundation doesn’t guard 
Tom of Finland’s legacy with partic- 
ular jealousy. It treats Tom’s oeuvre 
as open-source code, not as a trade- 
marked brand. 

“Regardless of museums putting a 
value on his work, the best thing is for 
people to be inspired by it,” Dehner 
said. “He really perfected it.” 

Dehner connects Tom’s work not 
only to the Nordic love of nudity, sau- 
nas, and the great outdoors, but witha 
deeper sense of the artist-as-shaman. 

Artists “lay down in visual forms 
what is to come, or manifest imagery 
that’s like a mandala,” Dehner said. “By 
looking at it, it empowers us. It gives 
us a vision of ourselves. I’m not talking 
just about gays, but about art in gener- 
al, although gays as a community have 
been a tribal people in many ways.” 

The tribe that has most embraced 
Tom of Finland is, unsurprisingly, the 
leather community. Graylin Thornton, 
a board member of the San Francisco 
Leathermen’s Discussion Group, or- 
ganized a Tom of Finland art auction 
on Sept. 23 that drew more attendees 
than almost any other function in the 
group’s history — in spite of being 
a departure from its usual program- 
ming, which tends toward bondage 
demos and lectures on S.F. queer his- 
tory. A number of other erotic artists 
and cartoonists participated, as did 
Durk Dehner. 

“Tom of Finland is iconic,” Thorn- 
ton said. “A lot of gay men need a 
masculine image and a sexual image 
to look up to. They’re looking for 
something they can identify with, and 
Tom’s images are just that.” 

Although many of the pieces had 
never been previously exhibited, if 
there were worries that the audience 
— at least some of whom knew Tom 
of Finland personally — had seen it 
all before, Thornton quickly dispelled 
them. 

“I’m hoping that there will be pieces 
that will be shocking to our members,” 
he said. “There are a couple that made 
me take a second look, and there’s one 
that may upset the Christians.” 


PKane@SFWeekly.com 
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The most hassle-free home improvement 
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with a manufacturer or chase down an installer— 
we handle the entire process. y 


14,067 other Bay Area homeowners have 
trusted us. [hat means we understand the 
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Thu 9/24 | Dance 


ROUTED ROOTED 
RECLAIMED 


In 1960, the first of 14,000 unaccom- 
panied children were shipped out of 
Cuba through Operation Peter Pan, a 
collaboration between the Catholic 
Church and U.S. government. Twelve- 
year old Ana Mendieta landed in Iowa 
and bounced between foster homes and 
reform schools before firmly rooting 
herself among the female artists of 
Wooster Street in 1970s New York. Her 
work took the form of silhouettes left in 
mud, rocks, and flowers; ritual perfor- 
mances inspired by Santeria and Taino 
mythology; self-portraits that chal- 
lenged contemporary notions of beauty 
and gender; and blood work that evoked 
sexuality and sexual violence. Over the 
course of her very short life (Mendieta 
allegedly fell out of her 34th floor apart- 
ment window during a drunken row 
with her boyfriend at the age of 36), she 
traveled restlessly, creating and exhibit- 
ing in Cuba, Mexico, and Italy, but it is 
only in recent years that her reputation 
has spread beyond academia in the U.S. 
Like Amara Tabor-Smith’s ambitious 
and triumphant site-specific tribute to 
choreographer Ed Mock, EarthBody- 
HOME promises to raise the dead by 
channeling Mendieta’s work, legacy, 
and the truth of her life. This dance the- 
ater performance includes two of 
Mendieta’s own films, as well as layers 
of original footage and music comprised 
of natural found objects. 

EarthBodyHOME starts at 8 p.m. 
through Sept. 26 at ODC Theater, 
3153 17th St., S.F. $30; 415-863-9834 
or odcdance.org. Silke Tudor 


Sun 9/27 | Reading 


LA CAGE AUX MUJERES 


Born in Switzerland in 1791, the or- 
phan Henriette Faber was widowed at 
18. Seeing few options beyond prostitu- 
tion, she assumed a male identity and 
enrolled at Université de Paris to study 
medicine. Faber spent 15 years living as 
aman, first as a surgeon drafted into 
Napoleon’s disastrous Russian cam- 
paign and later as a doctor in a remote 
Cuban village. Ultimately, it was Faber’s 
wife of several years who betrayed the 
secret, demanding an annulment and 
kicking off a sensational trial which 
ended with Faber’s mandatory hospital- 
ization — only after she had attempted 
suicide to avoid being stripped and pa- 
raded through the streets. Faber was 
eventually exiled to New Orleans, only 
to be resurrected and reclaimed by re- 
cent generations of Cubans in film, and 
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more notably, in the final epic novel of 
the late great Antonio Benitez-Rojo. 
Tonight is a celebration, not only of the 
long-awaited translation of Woman in 
Battle Dress, but also of Benitez-Rojo’s 
own life, which is nearly as exceptional 
as Faber’s. Insightful translator Jessica 
Powell is joined by Suzanne Jill Levine, 
award-winning author of Manuel Puig 
and the Spider Woman, and Enrico Mario 
Santi, scholar of Cuban literature. 

Celebration of Antonio Beni- 
tez-Rojo starts at 5 p.m. at City Lights 
Bookstore, 261 Columbus Ave., S.F. 
Free; 415-362-8193 or citylights.com. 
Silke Tudor 


Mon 9/28 | Outdoors 


BY THE LIGHT 
OF THE SILV’RY MOON 


Here, where summertime seizes Octo- 
ber, it’s hard to remember that autumn 





has arrived. With the spicy sweetness 
of rosemary, wild ginger, orange-bark 
myrtle, and angel’s trumpets in the air, 
a few hours in the Botanical Garden 
should reset your seasonal clock. Next 
week, the Mesoamerican Cloud Forest 
Garden will begin to bloom — purple 
dahlias on slender 20-foot stems, 
drooping clusters of burgundy and gold 
Deppea splendens, towering tree daisies, 
deep orange passion vines, scarlet 
sleeping hibiscus. Many of these plants 
are extinct in the wild preserved here in 
a rare outdoor collection because that 
old San Francisco fog makes them feel 
right at home. Tonight marks the pen- 
ultimate Full Moon Walk of the year. 
Focus on the Japanese tradition of 
moon gazing, wind through the Peren- 
nial Garden, and conclude in the inti- 
mate Moon Viewing Garden, where a 
stream spills into a pond surrounded by 
vermillion Japanese maple trees. Bathe 
in silvery light and take heed, “There 
are nights when wolves are silent and 
only the moon howls.” 
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Full Moon Walk begins at 7:30 
p.m. at San Francisco Botanical 
Garden, 1199 9th Ave., S.F. $25; 415- 


661-1316 or sfbotanicalgarden.org. 
Silke Tudor 


Wed 9/30 | LGBT History 


HIDDEN 
HISTORIES 


In addition to being should-be-required 
reading for a certain county clerk in 
Kentucky, a new book about the LGBT- 
rights movement sounds like a worthy 
addition to any bookshelf. The Gay Rev- 
olution: The Story of the Struggle, by les- 
bian-history scholar Lillian 
Faderman, may be the most compre- 
hensive account of its subject yet. Fea- 
turing interviews with politicians, 
activists, and members of the LGBT 
community, the book reveals a history 
that, with few exceptions, has not been 
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taught in schools. The story begins in 
the mid-20th century, when psychiatry 
was classifying homosexuality as a dis- 
ease and police were regularly raiding 
gay bars and arresting customers. Fa- 
derman examines how the atmosphere 
of rebellion in the 1960s stirred the 
LGBT movement and covers events 
ranging from Stonewall to the AIDS ep- 
idemic to the marriage-equality fight. 
Faderman, who has received Lambda 
Literary Awards and been nominated 
for a Pulitzer Prize, will be discussing 
The Gay Revolution at an upcoming li- 
brary appearance. The book is her lat- 
est achievement in a decades-long 
career dedicated to bringing hidden 
histories to light. 

Lillian Faderman will speak 
about The Gay Revolution: The Story 
of the Struggle at 6 p.m. on Wednes- 
day, Sept. 30, at the Main Library, 
James C. Hormel Gay and Lesbian 
Center, 100 Larkin St., S.F Free; 
415-557-4400 or sfpl.org. Anita 
Katz 
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Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, email 
Calendar@sfweekly.com, fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. All phone numbers are area code 415 
unless otherwise noted. Our complete listings of 
local events - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


1AM Gallery. Momento Mori: A new collection 
of works by stencil artists C215 and Logan 
Hicks. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 12-6:30 p.m. 
Continues through Oct. 29. Free. 523-8282. 
lamgallery.com/. 1000 Howard, San Fran- 
cisco, 861-5089, lamsf.com. 

a.Muse Gallery. Soul Season: Bamboo Sculp- 
ture, Collage, and Prints by Charles H. 
Stinson: In the exhibit Soul Season, San 
Francisco artist Charles H. Stinson uses his 
art in contemplation of cyclical patterns 
of life and nature. From seemingly “wild” 
bamboo sculptural forms to playful yet dark 
intaglio prints and collages, Stinson acts as 
gardener, shaping and ordering his highly 
evocative forms to create a mesmerizing 
exhibit which encourages active, though 
meditative, participation from the viewer. 
“The works invite one to sense the subtle 
space and breath within and between man- 
ifested objects--to slow down a moment in 
this age of immediacy and instantaneous 
access,” says Stinson. Sept. 24-Nov. 15, 
6-9:30 p.m. Free. 279-6281. lorishantzis@ 
mac.com. www.yourmusegallery.com. 614 
Alabama, San Francisco, 279-6281, your- 
musegallery.com. 

Berkeley Art Center. Collect!: Annual fund- 
raising group exhibition culminating ina 
ticketed auction from 5-9 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 26. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Sept. 26. 1275 Walnut, Berkeley, 
510-644-6893, berkeleyartcenter.org. 
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City Hall. OUTspoken: Portraits of LGBTQ Lu- 
minaries: Globetrotting photographer Roger 
Erickson shares 80 portraits of memorable 
gay faces, featuring national celebrities 
such as Greg Louganis, Wanda Sykes, and 
Rachel Maddow alongside local treasures like 
Michelle Tea, Lynnee Breedlove, Jon Ginoli, 
Sean Dorsey, Peaches Christ, and more. 
Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Oct. 
16. 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, San Francisco, 
554-5184, sfgov.org. 

Classic Cars West. Emma Webster: Wild Like 
Wanting: Through Sept. 26. 411 26th St., 
Oakland, 626-1135, classiccarswest.com. 

Crown Point Press. Concinnitas: The Art 
of the Equation: A portfolio of ten aqua- 
tints by Michael Atiyah, Enrico Bombieri, 
Stephen Smale, Murray Gell-Mann, David 
Mumford, Steven Weinberg, Simon Donald- 
son, Richard Karp, Peter Lax, and Freeman 
Dyson. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Mondays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through 
Oct. 27. Free. 974-6273. info@crownpoint. 
com. www.crownpoint.com/. Tomma Abts: 
Tomma Abts created four new etchings for 
his second project with Crown Point Press. 
Being familiar with the technical possibilities 
of the etching medium, Abts used shaped 
plates and split plates to create his new 
work. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Mondays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through 
Oct. 27. Free. 974-6273. info@crownpoint. 
com. www.crownpoint.com/. 20 Hawthorne, 
San Francisco, 974-6273, crownpoint.com. 

David Brower Center. Edward Burtynsky: “Wa- 
ter”: The exhibit features Burtynsky’s latest: 
Water, which took him to the Deepwater 
Horizon spill, Rajasthan, Salton Sea, Neth- 
erlands, and the Yellow River Dam in China. 
The exhibit opens with a talk by Burtynsky. 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Mondays-Fridays, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Feb. 4. 
Free. 510-809-0900. browercenter.org. 
2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 510-809-0900, 
browercenter.org. 

Expressions Gallery. Water. Water! Water?: 
Conservationally inclined group show that 
includes paintings, collage, photography, 
sculpture, jewelry, and more. Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Oct. 16. 
2035 Ashby, Berkeley, 510-644-4930, ex- 
pressionsgallery.org. 

FFDG. On Silent Haunches: Group painting show 
featuring Nicholas Bohac, Michelle Fleck, 
Emily Proud, and Jenny Sharaf. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. 2277 Mission, San Francisco, 
500-2166, ffdg.net. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show 
featuring Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, 
Smithe, and Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
252 Fillmore, San Francisco, 252-9144, 


fifty24sf.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Chris Fraser: Animated: 
Oakland-based artist Chris Fraser will exhibit 
new work in his first solo exhibition through 
October 31. Tuesdays, Thursdays-Saturdays, 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through Oct. 31. 
Free. 346-7812. www.gallerywendinorris. 
com. 161 Jessie, San Francisco, 346-7812, 
gallerywendinorris.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Karla Wozniak: The 
Valley Electric: Wozniak’s recent paintings 
are inspired by the landscape surrounding 
Knoxville. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Continues through Oct. 24. Free. info@ 
gregorylindgallery.com. www.gregorylin- 
dgallery.com. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
296-9661, gregorylindgallery.com. 

Kala Art Institute Gallery. West of the Sun: 
Residency Projects: New work by 2014-2015 


Get Me 
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Kala Fellowship artists Miguel Aragon, Felipe 
Castelblanco, Lea Cetera, Sofia Cordova, 
Alinka Echeverria, Richelle Gribble, Zohra 
Opoku, Maiko Sugano, and Rodrigo Valenzu- 
ela. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Sept. 30. 2990 San Pablo, Berkeley, 510-841- 
7000, kala.org. 

Kuhl Frames + Art. Bianca Kolonusz-Partee: 
Serendipity: Industrial landscapes and “‘con- 
structed drawings” made from repurposed 
commercial packaging. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Oct. 24. 1645 Telegraph, 
Oakland, 510-625-0123, kuhlframes.com. 

Leica Store San Francisco. The Photography 
of Jim Marshall: A retrospective selection 
of works by the icon-capturing rock pho- 
tographer. Mondays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Sept. 26. 463 Bush, San Francisco, 
801-5066, leicastoresf.com. 


Enrollment yar | 






The San Francisco Gallery. ‘Time | lesss”: 
Kappy Wells series “Time | lesss” opens at 
11 a.m. through Sept. 26 at San Francisco 
Gallery. Featuring expert speakers on cli- 
mate change, as well as photographs taken 
by Wells’ son Samuel Mott during their trip. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturdays, 
12-5 p.m. Continues through Sept. 26. Free. 
249-1111. sfcagallery.com. 441 Jackson, San 
Francisco, 249-1111, sfcagallery.com. 

Secession Art & Design. Eighth Anniversary 
Show: Featuring acrylic paintings, encaustic, 
and mixed media works by Heather Robinson 
and Andreina Davila. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Sept. 27. 3235 Mission, 
San Francisco, 279-3058, secessionsf.com. 

UCSF Women’s Health Center. Serenity: Inner 
Light: A four-floor exhibit featuring serene 
artworks by Jason Astorquia, »> 
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Heather Buechler, Karen Coggeshall, and 
Denise Dmochowski. Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through Oct. 16. mckinleyartso- 
lutions.com/serenity.html. 2356 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 353-2293, ucsfhealth.org. 
University of San Francisco (USF). Just 
Passing Through: Sculptures & Installations: 
Kalmanovitz Hall rooftop sculpture terrace 
exhibit featuring large-scale works by 
Llewelynn Fletcher, Sasha Petrenko, Austin 
Thomas, and May Wilson. Mondays-Fridays, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 11. 2130 
Fulton, San Francisco, 422-5555, usfca.edu. 


BENEFITS 


Bike MS: Waves to Wine 2015: Sat., Sept. 26, 
7 a.m., $60 registration (plus $350 fund- 
raising minimum), wavestowine.org. Cow 
Palace, 2600 Geneva, Daly City, 404-4111, 
cowpalace.com. 


BURLESQUE 


Burlesque in YOUR Neck of the Woods: The 
Richmond gets Red Hot(s) with Dottie Lux 
and company. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10-$20, 
redhotsburlesque.com. Neck of the Woods, 
406 Clement, San Francisco, 387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Mischief: Weekly burlesque and variety show 
featuring Hunny Bunny and Her Hot Toddies. 
Fridays, 8 p.m., free, hunnybunnyburlesque. 
com. Skylark Bar, 3089 16th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 621-9294, skylarkbar.com. 

Monday Night Hubba: Oakland's loss is San 
Francisco's gain as the closure of the Uptown 
Nightclub means Hubba Hubba Revue's 
weekly burlesque show moves to SOMA on 
Monday nights. Mondays, 9 p.m., $7-$12, 
hubbarevue.com. DNA Lounge, 375 Iith St., 
San Francisco, 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Red Hots Burlesque: Dottie Lux has led these 
weekly shimmy showcases since 2008. 
Fridays, 7 p.m.; Wednesdays, 7 p.m., $5-$10, 
redhotsburlesque.com. BeatBox, 314 Tith St., 
San Francisco, 500-2675, beatboxsf.com. 


Sauna, Steam, 
Showers, and 
Professional 
Massage! 


Open Daily at Noon! 
Rx - © 
2051 Market St. 


(near Church St.) 
an Francisco 


info & Massage Appts 
(415) 255-4921 


erossf.com 
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Fri 9/25 | Dance 


Zari Le'O 





Fiestaban Photography 


BETWEEN GOING AND COMING 


In the medical world, the acronym FLACC refers to a pain-assessment scale for those who are otherwise unable to get their 
point across. Given the state of political/economic discourse, we thought it was an interesting choice for the Festival of Latin 
American Contemporary Choreographers (iF LACC!) because, at its best, art draws a line in the sand and directs us towards 
something more noble. This year’s three-day event explores themes of identity, immigration, gentrification, deportation, and 
re-appropriation through avant-garde physical adventures — border-crossings, if you will, between heart, body, and mind. 
Each night opens with 2014's unforgettable contributor, Zari Leon, presenting the third of 18 dances based on Mayan cre- 
ation myths. She performs with Anton Smith at the intersection of 24th and Mission, just outside the 100-year old building 
where the rest of the show will unfold. Other offerings include an excerpt from David Herrera Performance Company’s 
“Touch,” inspired by Dreamers who lose physical contact with family members who are sent home, and two pieces from 
jFLACC! founder Liz Duran Boubion that explore themes of destruction, consumption, and impermanence through the tem- 


poral pifiata. 


jFLACC! opens at 8 p.m. through Sept. 27 at Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts, 2868 Mission St., S.F. $15-22; 


415-643-2785 or flaccdanza.org. Silke Tudor 
OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 


Friday-Saturday 


TWITCH CON 2015 


Come see all your favorite Twitch broadcasters, discuss gaming, 
and learn how to improve your stream at Twitch Con! Bonus: 


the Saturday night after party will feature the legendary Darude. 


Twitch Con starts at 10 a.m. and continues through 
Sept. 26 at the Moscone Center, 747 Howard St., S.F. $50- 
$60; 800-875-7556 or twitchcon.com. 





Friday-Sunday 


OKTOBERFEST BY THE BAY 


Grab your liederhosen and get to Pier 48 for a beer ex- 
travaganza. There will be oompah music, German danc- 
ing, and Bavarian food. Bring your stein and cash! 

Oktoberfest by the Bay runs from 5 p.m. to mid- 
night and continues through Sept. 27 at Pier 48, S.F. 
$25-$75; oktoberfestbythebay.com. 


screening-room. 

Big Wednesday: Hosted by Jeremy Wheat. 
Last Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., 
$8. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San 
Francisco, 647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: 
Because when it comes to doing laundry, 
laughter makes your clothes’ whites whiter 
and colors brighter. That's just science, duh. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., free. Brainwash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Brave New Jokes: Soma-free comedy with 
hosts Michael Brandon, Nicole Calasich, and 
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Adrian McNair. Last Saturday of every month, 
7 p.m., free. Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., 
San Francisco, 864-3936, adobebooks.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and 
audiences) a chance to unburden their minds 
at this regular night of stand-up. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. 
Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at 
it). Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 
Fillmore, San Francisco, 567-5589. 

Comedy by Michael: Monthly stand-up comedy 
show hosted by Michael D. Booker. Last 
Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., $15-$20, 
michaelbookerentertainment.com. En- 
glander Sports Pub, 101 Parrott, San Leandro, 
510-357-3571, englanderpub.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony 
Sparks. Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. 
Fridays, 8 p.m. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, 
San Francisco, 920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

Cup o’ Comedy: Stand-up comedy with Danny 
Dechi and guests. Second and Fourth Thurs- 
day of every month, 7 p.m., free, dannydechi. 
com. Emma's Coffeehouse, 5549 Geary, San 
Francisco, 933-6632. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekend- 
video.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to 
the North Beach space formerly occupied by 
landmark nightclub The Purple Onion — and 
this weekly open mic means that you, too, 
can share the same stage where Lenny Bruce 
once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., free. Doc's 
Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry 
musical sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
9 p.m., free, duelingpianosatfoleys.com. 
Johnny Foley's Irish House, 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn 
Vigh. Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 
Castro, San Francisco, 431-4278, harveyssf. 
com. 

#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy 
presented by True Hustle Entertainment. 
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Wednesdays, 7 p.m., truehustleentertain- 
ment.com. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, brain- 
wash.com. 

High Brow: Monthly meetup for jokers, smok- 
ers, and midnight tokers. Last Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica 
Sele, with all genders welcome (but misog- 
yny most definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. 
Oasis, 298 llth St., San Francisco, 985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

Joking, Not Slurred: Every other Monday, 7 
p.m., free. Oddjob, 1337 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 555-1337, oddjobsf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 
510-834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced 
by Griffin Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, 
griffindaley.com. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San 
Francisco, 392-9290, melt-cafe.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, 
Jessica Sele, Richard Toomer, and Torio Van 
Grol. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpo- 
sitionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by 
Michael Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The 
Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 742- 
1222, thebasementsf.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with 
hosts Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Satur- 
days, 11:59 p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan 
Cronin) plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., 
free, nightlifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 
217 Kearny St., San Francisco, 693-9588. 

No, You're Drunk: The Drinking Game Comedy 
Show: With hosts Justin Gomes and Andrew 
Moore. Fourth Friday of every month, 10:30 
p.m., $10. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Fran- 
cisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly 
comedy podcast with host Pam Benjamin and 
a live audience. Fridays, 8 p.m., free, face- 
book.com/PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. 
Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San Francisco, 
mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tourna- 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


ment. Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purple- 
onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & 
Bar, 530 Jackson, San Francisco, 955-1916, 
kellsirish.com. 

Rajeev's Big Night Out: Comedy ‘n’ rock ‘n’ 
roll with host Rajeev Dhar. Fourth Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m., $10. Amnesia, 853 
Valencia, San Francisco, 970-0012, amne- 
siathebar.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by 
Medicine Bug and comedy by Affirmative 
Action Heroes, plus guests. Thursdays, 8 
p.m., $5-$20, facebook.com/medicinebug. 
Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 387- 
6455, milksf.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground impro- 
visational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 882-9100, 
sheltontheater.org. 

The Setup: A night of “comedy in the TL on 
the DL.” Fourth Saturday of every month, 
8 p.m., free, facebook.com/TheSetupSF. 
The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 
142-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and sponta- 
neous comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., 
$5, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines 
followed by bonus interview segments. 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
SylvanProductions. Stork Club, 2330 Tele- 
graph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, storkcluboak- 
land.com. 

Sunday Funnies: Stand-up comedy with Danny 
Dechi and guests. Last Sunday of every 
month, 5 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Kaw- 
ika’s Ocean Beach Deli, 734 La Playa, San 
Francisco, 221-2031, oceanbeachdeli.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tues- 
days, 6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy. 
tumbir.com. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 8 
p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open 
mic hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 
p.m. The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 
142-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames 
Improv makes fun of your romantic foibles 
for free at this long-running weekly comedy 


catharsis. Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with 
RSVP, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 


5th Annual SOME THING Tiara Sensation 
Pageant: Fri., Sept. 25, 6:30 p.m., $15, 
deyoung.famsf.org/calendar/fifth-annu- 
al-some-thing-tiara-sensation-pageant. De 
Young Museum, 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden, 
San Francisco, 750-3600, www.deyoung- 
museum.org. 

Baxtalo Drom: International shimmying for 
lovers of Balkan music, belly dancers, and 
burlesque. Fourth Friday of every month, 9 
p.m., $10-$15, facebook.com/pages/Baxtalo- 
Drom-The-Lucky-Road/509158232438278. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970- 
0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Benise: Strings of Passion: Sun., Sept. 27, 2 
& 8 p.m., $39-$95 advance. Palace of Fine 
Arts, 3301 Lyon, San Francisco, 567-6642, 
palaceoffinearts.org. 

iFLACC! 2015: Festival of Latin America 
Contemporary Choreographers: Sept. 25-27, 
flaccdanza.org. Mission Cultural Center for 
Latino Arts, 2868 Mission, San Francisco, 
821-1155, missionculturalcenter.org. 


FESTIVALS 


Architecture and the City: Architecture and 
the City takes place citywide in San Francisco 
and runs through Sept. 30. S.F.; prices for 
individual events vary; archandcity.org. 
Through Sept. 30, varies, archandcity.org. 

Bay Area Vibez Festival: w/ Damian “Jr. Gong” 
Marley, Nas, Stephen “Ragga” Marley, 
Meshell Ndegeocello, Morgan Heritage, 
Tarrus Riley, Fishbone, Richie Spice, Fiji, 
I-Wayne, Jo Mersa, Krooked Treez, Black 
Am-I, Skip Marley, Forrest Day, The Courtney 
John Project, Queen Omega, I-Live Sept. 
26-27, $65-$159 per day (or $120-$299 for 
weekend pass), bayareavibez.com. Middle 
Harbor Shoreline Park, Middle Harbor, Oak- 
land, 510-627-1111, www.portofoakland.com/ 
communit/serv_midd.asp. 

Folsom Street Fair 2015: Sun., Sept. 27, 11 
a.m.-6 p.m., donation, folsomstreetfair.org. 
Folsom Street, Folsom St., San Francisco, N/A. 

Matatu Festival: The Matatu Festival kicks 
off with a pre-festival dinner featuring Saul 
Williams, and Bryant Terry. Events including 
performances by Black Spirituals, and Shafig 
Husayn with Mark de Clive-Lowe and with 
the Alonzo King LINES Ballet dancers in an 
excerpt of “RASA,” on Saturyda, Sept. 26. 
Through Sept. 26, $12-$75, 510-285-6188, 
matatufestival.org. Multiple San »> 
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Francisco Locations, Multiple addresses, 
San Francisco. 

OMF Oakland Music Festival 2015: Sat., Sept. 
26, noon, $25 advance, oaklandmusicfestival. 
com. Multiple Bay Area Locations, Multiple 
addresses, San Francisco. 

Sixth Annual SuperHero Street Fair: Sat., Sept. 
26, $10-$50 advance. Islais Creek, Third St. 
& Cesar Chavez, San Francisco, N/A, www. 
islaiscreek.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry 
open mic with a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 
p.m., free/donation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 
2217 International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, 
eastsideartsalliance.com. 

Magnet Book Club: Monthly discussion of books 
by gay authors or featuring gay themes. 
Last Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free. Magnet, 4122 18th St., San Francisco, 
581-1600, magnetsf.org. 

Poetry at the 33: Monthly open mic with 
featured poet. Last Tuesday of every month, 
7 p.m., free. 3300 Club, 3300 Mission, San 
Francisco, 826-6886, 3300club.com. 

Porchlight Open Door: The storytellers at 
Porchlight host this open mic at which the 
best 5-minute story about the monthly 
theme wins $50. Last Monday of every 
month, 7 p.m., $5, porchlightsf.com. Hemlock 
Tavern, 1131 Polk, San Francisco, 923-0923, 
hemlocktavern.com. 

San Francisco's Queer Open Mic: Monthly 
LGBT readings (and more) since 2004. 
Fourth Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
donation, queeropenmic.com. Modern Times 
Bookstore, 2919 24th St., San Francisco, 
282-9246, moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Saturday Night Special: Monthly literary 
open mic hosted by Hollie Hardy and To- 
mas Moniz. Last Saturday of every month, 
7 p.m., free, facebook.com/pages/Sat- 
urday-Night-Special-an-East-Bay-open- 
mic/112174188880786. Nick's Lounge, 3218 
Adeline, Berkeley, 510-652-4166, nick- 
slounge.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Fort 
Mason, Bldg. C, San Francisco, 771-1076, 
friendssfpl.org. 

TMI Storytelling: Hosted by Gina Gold. Fourth 
Thursday of every month, 7 p.m., $10-$13, 
tmistorytelling.com. 3KB Sports Bar, 3000 
Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-2569, 3kb- 
sportbar.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 


AND EVENTS 
Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Am- 
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IRANIAN LENSES 


| 
7 tie 


. One of Thousands 





Combining Italian-style neorealism, Persian culture, and allegorical elements that circumvent the censorial mind-set, Iranian 
cinema is distinctive and influential. Post-revolution Iranian directors have continued to inspire independent filmmakers 
worldwide. The back-to-basics Danes who formed the Dogme 95 collective had to create a list of commandments in order to 
achieve the non-artificiality that, to Iranian filmmakers, seems to come naturally. Audiences, meanwhile, have embraced Ira- 
nian cinema, but although releases such as Asghar Farhadi’s About Elly or Jafar Panahi’s Closed Curtain have been exhibited 
theatrically, foreign-language screens are more likely to show European sex farces and wartime-set historical dramas than 
stories about Iranian life. Helping to increase viewer opportunities, the eighth annual Iranian Film Festival features two 
days of films made by and about Iranians. Highlights include a screening of The President, a satire directed by Mohsen 
Makhmalbaf (Kandahar) and inspired by the Arab Spring. Also look for a tribute to Gohar Kheirandish (Bonoo), which the ac- 
tress will attend. Additional narrative features plus documentaries and short films complete the bill. 

The 2015 Iranian Film Festival will begin at 11 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 26, and continue through Sunday, Sept. 27, at 
the San Francisco Art Institute, 800 Chestnut St., S.F $11-$12; 415-251-8433 or IranianFilmFestival.org. Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 


Sat 9/26 


6TH ANNUAL 
SUPERHERO 
STREET FAIR 


Dress up as your favorite superhero (or 
supervillian) and hit Islais Creek for a 
day of nerdy fun! The fair features live 
music, breathtaking performances, 
and exhibits from the Jack Kirby Mu- 
seum, Cartoon Art Museum, and more. 

Superhero Street Fair is from 1 
p.m. to 11 p.m., at the Waterfront 
Boardwalk, 1700 Indiana, S.F. $15- 
$50; superherosf.com. 


bassadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings 
an adorable romp of North American river 
otters to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San 
Francisco, 623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 
Asian Art Museum. Exquisite Nature: 20 
Masterpieces of Chinese Painting (14th-18th 
c.): Ancient landscapes evoke feudal China 
in this display of classical art. Tuesdays-Sun- 


Sun 9/27 


FOLSOM STREET FAIR 


The quintessential San Francisco 
event is back on Sept. 27th! Celebrate 
all kinds of kinks and fetishes, browse 
hundreds of exhibitor booths, dance 
to live music, and participate in the 
most outrageous and erotic perfor- 
mances San Francisco has to offer. 
Folsom Street Fair will take 
place from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., on 
Folsom St. from 8th to 13th St., 
S.F. Optional $10 donation; 
folsomstreetfair.com. 


days. Continues through Nov. 1. Yoong Bae: 
Continuity and Pursuit: 21 pensive works 
by the Korean painter who balances tradi- 
tional influences with modern aesthetics. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 
13. Woven Luxuries: Indian, Persian, and 
Turkish Velvets from the Indictor Collection: 
A vibrant selection of ten luxurious textiles 
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(six Mughal, three Safavid, and one Ottoman) 
from the 16th-18th centuries. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Nov. 1. In a New 
Light: The Asian Art Museum Collection: More 
than 2,500 objects from the museum's per- 
manent collection explore the major cultures 
of Asia. Tuesdays-Sundays. 200 Larkin, San 
Francisco, 581-3500, asianart.org. 


The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: 
Glimpse into the poetic, exuberant lives 
of Jack Kerouac, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, 
Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, and other 
Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal 
items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: 
Located in a historic cable car powerhouse, 
the museum displays a variety of cable car 
gear, photographs, installations explaining 
how the cars work, and several antique vehi- 
cles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 
474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Whales: 
Giants of the Deep: Though the Academy's 
aquarium isn't quite big enough to hold ac- 
tual whales (sorry, Star Trek lV superfans), its 
latest exhibit nonetheless allows you to get 
closer to these giant mammals via colossal 
skeleton displays, a life-sized recreation 
of a blue whale’s heart, scale models, mul- 
timedia presentations, and more. Through 
Nov. 29. Animal Attraction: Exhibit about 
the wild courtship and mating strategies 
in the animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: 
Treat your senses to seismic overload in this 
exhibit that includes a walk-in Earth model 
illustrating plate tectonics, a recreation of 
a Victorian salon that shakes like two of San 
Francisco's most famous quakes, a planetar- 
ium show, interactive displays, and more. 
Daily. Habitat Earth: The California Academy 
of Sciences’ newest planetarium show rede- 
fines the traditional concept of astronomical 
presentation, turning the telescopes around 
and focusing on the greatest wonder of 
the universe — Earth itself — as it invites 
viewers to discover what it means fo live in 
today's connected world on the only planet 
known to sustain biodiversity and life. Daily. 
Penguin Feeding: Watch as the Academy's 
flightless friends are offered their breakfast 
and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral 
Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Academy's 
live coral tank and offer live explanations 
of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. 
Sharks and Rays: Learn about the Reef 
Lagoon's residents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
1:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up close 
and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 
NightLife: Weekly afterhours party featuring 
dance music, drinks, scientific presentations, 
hands-on activities, and more for people 
who like to pair their intellectual curiosity 
with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. $10-$12. 
calacademy.org/events/nightlife. Color of 
Life: The Academy's bright new summer 
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show celebrates the chromatic diversity 
of nature with live animals, interactive dis- 
plays, dioramas, videos, and more. Daily. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 

California Historical Society Museum. En- 
gineers of Illumination: A Projected Light 
Project: Inspired by the Jewel City of the 
1915 Panama-Pacific International Exposi- 
tion, a changing rotation of artists create 
illuminated installations that fill the windows 
of the CHS with glowing imagery from dusk 
until 10 p.m. every night. Through Dec. 6. 
Free. City Rising: San Francisco and the 1915 
World's Fair: To complement its exhibit of 
the same name at the Palace of Fine Arts, 
the CHS presents photographs, souvenirs, 
videos, a detailed diorama, and other items 
commemorating the 1915 Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 6. $5 donation. 
ppiel00.org. 678 Mission, San Francisco, 
357-1848, californiahistoricalsociety.org. 
Charles M. Schulz Museum. Animating Com- 
ics: A half-century after A Charlie Brown 
Christmas first aired on TV, the Schulz 
Museum displays original production cels 
and artwork from Peanuts animated specials 
and other popular cartoon shows. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Oct. 15. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 
107-579-4452, schulzmuseum.org. 
Chinese Historical Society of America. Un- 
derground Chinatown: Racism at the Fair 
- The 1915 Panama-Pacific International 
Exposition: A look back at one of the PPIE’s 
most dubious attractions, which lured visi- 
tors with such racist stereotypes of Chinese 
culture as opium dens and sex slaves. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
19. Free. The Chinese of America: Toward a 
More Perfect Union: This bilingual exhibit 
follows the course of Chinese-American 
immigration from the 19th century to today 
via photographs, artifacts, and historical 
narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 965 
Clay, San Francisco, 391-1188, chsa.org. 
Conservatory of Flowers. Stranded! Tropical 
Island Survival: Should you suddenly find 
yourself on a desert island episode of the 
Worst-Case Scenario TV show, this exhibit 
just might save your skin with its helpful 
array of plant life that can be used for 
food, shelter, tool-making, and more. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Oct. 18. 
100 John F. Kennedy Drive, San Francisco, 
666-7001, conservatoryofflowers.org. 
Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the 
Covenant: Dave Lane, often described as ‘‘an 
outsider artist,” has repurposed 6 tons of 
steel into a 90-foot sheath of globes, light 
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bulbs, old tools, and other objects that hang 
over the museum's central lobby. Like the 
eternal light that can be found in every 
synagogue, Lane’s gigantic lamp can be seen 
as a symbol of higher connection — both 
literally and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Chasing Justice: The 
exhibition Chasing Justice is inspired by 
the biblical exhortation of Deuteronomy 
(16:20) to “pursue justice.” Arnold Mes- 
ches, Joby Barron, and Robbin Henderson 
have produced bodies of work that explore 
different approaches to this Jewish com- 
mitment. All have resulted in a variety of 
engagement with the government from 
surveillance to arrest. Thursdays, 11 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays-Sundays, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Feb. 21. 
$12. www.thecjm.org. Hardly Strictly Warren 
Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet 
Warren Hellman, or see him perform at his 
signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and hu- 
manity that emanated from his being (and his 
banjo). The Contemporary Jewish Museum 
assembles rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s 
performances in Golden Gate Park, along 
with special personal possessions like a 
banjo signed by star performers and a jacket 
covered with rhinestones and a Star of David. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Amy Winehouse: A Family Portrait: Return 
to a time before the famous beehive hairdo 
and infamous drug habits to get an intimate 
look at the late soul singer's upbringing in 
London, including musical memorabilia, 
family photos, clothing, and more. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Nov. 1. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
655-7800, thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. Portals of the Past: The 


Photographs of Willard Worden: This flash- 
back photo show magically transports 
viewers to old San Francisco, where you 
can see the original Cliff House, turn-of- 
century Chinatown, the 1915 Panama-Pacific 
International Exhibition, and more. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 14. 50 
Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, San Francisco, 
750-3600, deyoungmuseum.org. 


Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the 


Exploratorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch- 
black maze designed to heighten one's 
awareness of the sense of touch — reopens 
at the new location after a slight redesign. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to 
regular museum admission). Full-Spec- 
trum Science: Exploratorium scientist Ron 
Hipschman lets you have fun with physics 
via hands-on activities and demonstrations 
that explore physical phenomena like sound, 


color, temperature, etc. Fourth Thursday of 
every month, 8 p.m.; Fourth Sunday of every 
month, 11 a.m., 2 & 3:30 p.m. Permanent 
Exhibits: The family science museum's 
gigantic new complex is split into six sepa- 
rate gallery sections that focus on human 
behavior, senses & perception, biology, the 
environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and 
interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, San Francisco, 528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting 


Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days 
of gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer 
Past Becomes Present: Multipart exhibit 
tracing the history of queer youth activism, 
exploring lost S.F. “gayborhoods,” paying 
tribute to pioneering lesbian magazine 
The Ladder, spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS 
organizations, and more. Mondays, Wednes- 
days-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San Francisco, 
621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 


Legion of Honor. Breguet: Art & Innovation 


in Watchmaking: Tuesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 10. The Salon Doré: 
Recently restored, this installation recre- 
ates the extravagant French Neoclassical 
interior of the Hotel de la Trémoille in 
Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. Luminous Worlds: 
British Works on Paper, 1760-1900: This 
counterpart to the de Young Museum's J.M.W. 
Turner: Painting Set Free exhibit features 
drawings, watercolors, and oil sketches by 
Turner and his contemporaries like William 
Blake, John Constable, John Robert Cozens, 
Thomas Gainsborough, John Martin, and 
Samuel Palmer. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Nov. 29. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: 
Porcelain from England and continental 
Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 100 34th Ave., 
San Francisco, 750-3600, legionofhonor. 
famsf.org. 


The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science 


Sundays: Learn about oceans and the wildlife 
within during classroom presentations and 
docent-led tours of the MMC. Second and 
Fourth Sunday of every month, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker Road, Sausalito, 
marinemammalcenter.org. 


Museum of the African Diaspora. Portraits 


and Other Likenesses from SFMOMA: This 
dual-museum exhibit employs more than 50 
works in its examination of how individuals 
are portrayed by art, and how portraits im- 
pact or respond to one’s identification within 
the culture at large, featuring paintings, 
sculptures, photography, and more »> 
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(©) Tropical Fish & Plants 
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2550 JUDAH ST. @ 31ST AVE. - (415) 564-6482 
WWW.ANIMALCONNECTIONSF.COM 
animalconnectionsf@gmail.com 
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FOLLOW THECLUES = 
- SOLVE TWE PUZZLES 


. FIND THE KEY 
ESCAPE THE ROOM 
. DON'T GET EATEN _” 


BEYOND-ESCAPE.COM 


$14 TICKETS 


HALFBRAINS 
bp} Tore] U] Nu mere) >) = 


What you need to 
know about YOUR 


DIVORCE OPTIONS 


Divorce Options is a 3 hour 
educational workshop offered 
monthly, equally appropriate if you 
are married or a state registered 
domestic partner, and whether you 
have children or not. 


Divorce Options is presented on 
the first Saturday of each month and 
once a quarter on Tuesday evenings 
by a panel of collaboratively trained 
attorneys, financial professionals 
and mental health professionals, 
who are members of: 


Collaborative Practice 
San Francisco. 


SATURDAY OCTOBER 3, 9:30AM-12PM 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 7, 9:30AM-12PM 


Special $10 Discount Per Person if 
you Pre-Register on Eventbrite 


@Jewish Community Center (JCC) 
3200 California Street (at Presidio) 
San Francisco ® $45 per person 


AD 4 AD a> 


www.cp-sf.com 
DivorceOptionsSF@gmail.com 
www.DivorceOptionsInfo.org 
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Bay Area/African 
Hair Braiding: 
Braids, Weaves & Locks 


256 Taylor St. 
San Francisco, CA 94102 





LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 


by Romare Bearden, Njideka Akunyili Crosby, 
Wifredo Lam, Glenn Ligon, Chris Ofili, Lorna 
Simpson, Kara Walker, Carrie Mae Weems, 
and many others. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Oct. 11. 685 Mission, San 
Francisco, 358-7200, moadsf.org. 


Oakland Museum of California. Pacific Worlds: 


From historical artifacts to contemporary 
artwork, this exhibit honors the ongoing 
influence of Pacific Islander cultures in 
California. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 3. Bees: Tiny Insect, Big Impact: 
With bee populations declining across the 
nation, this family friendly exhibit acts as 
both an introduction to these striped insects 
and a wake-up call about their ecological 
importance. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through July 24. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238- 


Tues 9/29 | Art 


EVERYTHING IS AWESOME 


2200, museumca.org. 


Palace of Fine Arts. City Rising: San Francisco 


and the 1915 World's Fair: To commemorate 
the centennial of the Panama-Pacific Inter- 
national Exhibition, the California Historical 
Society presents an exhibit featuring vintage 
images, an animated video, illustrated map, 
architectural remnants from the fair, and the 
PPIE’s last remaining structure, the Palace 
of Fine Arts itself. Through Jan. 10, 2016, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. californiahistoricalsociety. 
org. 3301 Lyon, San Francisco, 567-6642, 
palaceoffinearts.org. 


Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live 


presentations about the animals who live 
at the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
199 Museum, San Francisco, 554-9600, 
randallmuseum.org. 


Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In 


Science Workshop: Each week kids and 
parents can participate in artistic activities 
that illuminate some aspect of science. Sat- 
urdays, 10:30 a.m. $3-$5. Meet the Animals: 
Though the Randall's regular facilities in 
Corona Heights are temporarily closed, the 
animals who live at the museum will make 
weekly trips down to the Mission for free 
live presentations. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Drop-In Art Workshop: Get creative with arts 
and crafts projects for children and parents 
alike. Saturdays, 1p.m. $3-$5. 745 Treat, San 
Francisco, 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Airport Museum. The Tushanwan 


Pagodas: Models from the 1915 Panama-Pa- 
cific International Exposition: Through Oct. 
25. ppiel00.org. SFO International Terminal, 





. By Nathan Sawaya 


C ourtesy of brickartist.com 


Last year 60 billion LEGO pieces were produced, but The LEGO® Movie still triggered a retail shortage. This year’s documen- 
tary Beyond the Brick tries to get to the bottom of the toy’s uncanny relevance with some hard science and fine art. According 
to mathematician Sgren Eilers, six eight-studded bricks can be combined in 915,103,765 ways. By now, it would seem artist 
Nathan Sawaya has tried most of them. Sawaya first caught our attention with replicas of famous works — everything from 
Andy Warhol’s Soup Cans to Edvard Munch’s The Scream — but his most interesting pieces are original. In the touring exhibi- 
tion The Art of the Brick pieces like Hands or Yellow, which show the disintegration of the human form, are haunting de- 
spite their obvious device, while Everlasting, a 42” sculpture of an aging couple holding hands, captures a sweetness and 
warmth difficult to imagine in a little plastic brick. His collaboration with fine art photographer Dean West, which places 
Sawaya’s life-sized objects — a tree, a (remarkably draped) towel, a dog, a bucket, a dress — in tableaus with real people, will 


also be on display, proving Sawaya is really more “awesome than an awesome possum.” 


Art of the Brick opens at noon through Dec. 20 at Lesher Center for the Arts, 1601 Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. $3-$7; 
925-295-1417 or bedfordgallery.org. Silke Tudor 
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San Francisco, 650-821-6700, flysfo.com/ 
museum. 


San Francisco Maritime National Histori- 


cal Park Visitor Center. A Walk Along the 
Waterfront: Historic memorabilia, nautical 
artifacts, slide presentations, and large- 
scale decorative installations recreate the 
sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 
shipping and fishing industries in this free 
daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 447-5000, 
nps.gov/safr. 

San Francisco Railway Museum. Fair, Please! 
Streetcars to the Panama-Pacific Interna- 
tional Exposition: Photos show how tourists 
and locals used Muni trains to visit the 1915 
world’s fair in the Marina. Through Nov. 1. 
Free. ppiel00.org. 77 Steuart, San Francisco, 
974-1948, streetcar.org. 

Stanford University, Cantor Arts Center. Pop 
Art from the Anderson Collection at SFMOMA: 
Local collectors Harry and Mary Margaret 
Anderson recently donated over 100 of 
their post-war artworks to Stanford, so to 
celebrate Cantor is borrowing 10 from the 
SFMOMA's own collection, including works by 
Rauschenberg, Oldenburg, Warhol, and more. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Oct. 26. Free. 328 Lomita, Palo Alto, 
650-723-4177, museum.stanford.edu. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. Disney & Dali: 
Architects of the Imagination: Go ahead and 
file this one under “Strange Bedfellows”: 
California's Disney Family Museum and 
Florida's Dali Museum join forces to shed 
light on the unexpected friendship between 
the kiddie cartoon pioneer and the world 
famous Surrealist weirdo, as evidenced by 
letters, photos, paintings, sketches, and 
multimedia entries, including glimpses at 
an unfinished animation project that may 
have been even stranger than Fantasia. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 3. Tomorrowland: Walt’s Vision 
for Today: Concept art, animation, vintage 
posters, and other forms of multimedia tell 
the story behind Disneyland's retro-futuristic 
theme park in this exhibit guest curated 
by Tomorrowland film director Brad Bird. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 7. 104 Montgomery, San Fran- 
cisco, 345-6800, waltdisney.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Kota Ezawa: 


Boardwalk: A 2-D recreation of the Funtown 
Pier boardwalk and amusement park in 
Seaside Heights, NJ — the destruction of 
which became an iconic image of Hurricane 
Sandy's wrath — constructed in the YBCA’s 
Third Street courtyard. Through Nov. 30. 
Free. Murmur Wall: Located by the YBCA 
steps at 701 Mission, this Future Cities Lab 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


installation lights up as it incorporates local 
trending search engine results and social 
media postings. Onlookers can offer their 
own contributions, which feed into the data 
stream, light up the sculpture, and reflect the 
city’s volatile internet habits. Through May 
31, 2017. Free. Lightswarm: This suspended 
window sculpture turns the YBCA’s glass 
wall into a glowing parade of sound-sensing 
lights that changes with the movements of 
nearby people and things. Through Oct. 31, 
2016. Free. Radical Presence: Black Perfor- 
mance in Contemporary Art: The struggle for 
social, cultural, and creative progress takes 
performative form in this touring exhibit 
that features videos, photo documentation, 
installations, artworks resulting from the 
original performance, and more, including a 
series of live actions scheduled throughout 
the show's calendrical run. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Oct. 11. 701 Mission, 
San Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 


POETRY AND SPOKEN 


WORD 


16th and Mission Poetry Slam: Unorga- 


nized, impromptu gathering of people to 
sing, dance, shout, and read spoken word. 
Thursdays, 9 p.m., free, 16thmission.com. 
16th St. BART Station, 2000 Mission St., 
San Francisco. 


SPORT 
PARTICIPATORY 


Black Rock Roller Disco: Saturdays, 7-11 p.m., 


$10 (+ $5 for skate rentals). Church of 8 
Wheels, 554 Fillmore, San Francisco, 752- 
1967, churchof8wheels.com. 


S.F. FrontRunners’ Run: Each week a gay- 


friendly group of runners meets for a 3-to 
5-mile jog from the Embarcadero to Aquatic 
Park. Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., www.sffr.org. 
Ferry Building, 1 Ferry Building, San Fran- 
cisco, 983-8000, ferrybuildingmarketplace. 
com. 


Sunday Open Gym: Open court hoops with the 


San Francisco Gay Basketball Association. 
Sundays, 5 p.m., $5, sfgba.com. Eureka 
Valley Recreation Center, 100 Collingwood, 
San Francisco, 831-6810, www.sfgov.org. 


TALKS 


West Coast Live: Weekly radio show fea- 


turing local and touring acts including 
authors, musicians, and comedians, with 
host Sedge Thomson. Saturdays, 10 a.m., 
$15-$18, 664-9500, wcl.org. Ferry Building, 
1 Ferry Building, San Francisco, ferrybuild- 
ingmarketplace.com. 


THEATER 


The Barbary Coast Revue: Historical San Fran- 
cisco figures and modern pop song parodies 
share the air in Blake Wiers’ none-too-seri- 
ous musical that tells the story of Gold Rush- 
era S.F. via campy vignettes and comical 
portrayals of such real-life characters as 
Emperor Norton, Lillie Coit, and Mark Twain. 
Thursdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Sept. 
24, $14.50-$64, barbarycoastrevue.com. 
Balancoire, 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 
revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue 
of songs and sketches that take a humorous 
look at the current food scene. Fridays, Sat- 
urdays, 8 p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical.com. 
Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

“For the Love of Comrades”: ‘For the Love 
of Comrades” tells the unknown story of 


The Public Glass 


Seconds Sale Blowout 


OXei Xo) oX-Tan Wada 
icelanms-lanme) olan 


sale) oe f-v-]me (<1 Nele 


ay-arelant-(e(-Me | [-Wsy 
Plus, blow your own glass pumpkin. 


1750 ARMSTRONG AVENUE «¢ SF * 94124 
WWW.PUBLICGLASS.ORG 


the alliance between Welsh miners an the 
lesbian and gay community in Thatcher-era 
Britain. By By Micheal Kerrigan. With Script 
Development by Patricia Byrne and Mary 
Connors. Directed by Jeffrey Hoffman. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 
p.m. Continues through Oct. 11, $15-$35, 
www.nctcsf.org/. New Conservatory Theatre 
Center, 25 Van Ness, San Francisco, 861-8972, 
nctcsf.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, per- 
formance artists, and others take the stage ji 
at this regular staging of worksin progress.  § + 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 826-5750, =f es 
themarsh.org. Me ants SAD 

“Paper Wings”: Artist Sha Sha Higby combines ee Mi 
visual art with puppetry and dance for this ie. . 4 
limited engagement through September. 

There is no late seating and no refunds for . 

late arrivals. Sat., Sept. 26, 2:30 p.m., $14.99, | | + 
931-1094, sffringe.org. Exit Stage Left, 156 
Eddy, San Francisco, sffringe.org. 

Richard Ill: Richard IIlstarts at 8p.m.through = | 
Sept. 27 at Fort Meadows Amphitheatre, 890 
Belle Ave., San Rafael. $12-35; 415-499-4488 
or marinshakespeare.org. Through Sept. 
27, 8 p.m., 499-4488, marinshakespeare. 
org. Fort Meadows Ampitheatre, 890 Belle 
Ave., San Rafael. 

Solo Sundays: A monthly showcase of solo 
performances. Last Sunday of every month, 7 
p.m., $12-$25, solosundays.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 











‘CONSERVATORY FLO ‘Oh 


GOLDEN GATE PARK: SAN FRANCISCO pe) @p 
CONSERVATORYofFLOWERS.ORG 415.831. 2090 com 
OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY 1 — M L__|roxe 
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BS CRURTU > EDENLANDIA 


Liquid Hot Magma 





Meridel Rubenstein’s images of volcanoes connect the biblical era to the current ecological catastrophe. 


By Jonathan Curiel 


In the biblical tradition, the 
Garden of Eden is an idyll of plenty where, 
around 6,000 years ago, beauty and temp- 
tation surrounded Adam and Eve. Artists 
have employed everything from utter seri- 
ousness to comic relief in re-imagining 
this tableau of humanity’s beginning. On 
the Sistine Chapel's ceiling, Michelangelo 
depicts the couple’s expulsion as an epic 
and violent denouement (an angel pushes 
them out with a sword to Adam’s neck), 
while Robert Crumb, the subversive comic 
artist who first made a name for himself in 
the 1960s, has more recently depicted 
Adam and Eve having rollicking sex amid 
the greenery of Eden’s open air. 

Fine art photographer Meridel 
Rubenstein has an entirely different 
take on Eden. In Rubenstein’s imagina- 
tion, the garden symbolizes humanity's 
balance with nature, and she’s taking its 
pulse by visiting locations that embody 
the arc of earthly existence. For her 
three-part series, “Eden Turned On Its 
Side,” Rubenstein has repeatedly visited 
southern Iraq’s marshes, which some 
scholars believe form the site of the 
biblical Eden. Rubenstein has also jour- 
neyed to the volcanoes that have dotted 
Indonesia’s archipelago since before the 
existence of humans. “The Volcano Cy- 
cle,” now on exhibit at Brian Gross Fine 
Art, documents her glimpses of this 
primordial landscape. In many images, 
Rubenstein cobbles multiple scenes into 
a collage, then reproduces the image 
using a process of dye sublimation on 
aluminum. The technique gives each art 
piece a reflective sheen that matches the 
intense photographic perspective that 
Rubenstein captures with her camera. 


Ring of Fire 


One example: The stunning assem- 
blage called “Ring of Fire,” in which 
Rubenstein details images of volcanic ash 
and rock — along with the remains of 
a single leaf — against the backdrop of 
brownish-reddish terrain that resembles 
the surface of Mars. Geologists call the 
swath of the Pacific Ocean from New 
Zealand to Chile, where most of the 
world’s volcanoes and earthquakes occur, 
“the Pacific Ring of Fire.” Indonesia's vol- 
canoes are particularly active, regularly 
blanketing the skies with ash and (at 
their deadliest) spewing enough lava to 
kill thousands of people. Rubenstein’s 
“Eden Turned On Its Side” series narrates 
nature’s cycle of birth, death, destruc- 
tion, and rebirth, and the way humans 
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Courtesy of Meridel Rubenstein 


are pulled into that cycle and depend on 
nature continuing to “work.” 

“Eden represents our origins and 
genesis, but if you look at time in a dif- 
ferent way — at deep time — and the 
genesis of the planet, we go back much 
further in time, and that’s why volca- 
noes interested me,” Rubenstein said. 
“It’s about the beginning of Earth.” 

Experiencing the volcanoes up 
close gave Rubenstein a vivid sense of 
how active they really are. Even when 
they’re not erupting, the ground be- 
neath rumbles constantly. 

“The volcanoes are hot all the time, 
and the sand [on the ground] is burning 
and becoming molten, and when it’s 
molten it becomes glass,” she says. “So 


when it’s erupting and sparking, it’s 
[spewing] glass shards.” 

Destruction also defines Iraq’s south- 
ern marshes, drained by Saddam Hussein 
in the 1990s to uproot the hundreds of 
thousands of people living there. The 
waterways, which connect with the Tigris 
and Euphrates rivers, are still recovering, 
and for the past four years, Rubenstein 
has been working to establish a waste- 
water garden that is also a cultural heri- 
tage site. Partnering with an Iraq-based 
nongovernmental organization and the 
Iraqi government, she is trying to secure 
sufficient funding for the project while 
finalizing permissions from tribes whose 
claims to the land date back generations, 
almost to biblical times. 

“As I’ve gotten older, I don’t want to 
run into these places to take pictures, 
and the garden gave me a way to be 
there,” Rubenstein says. “We’re close to 
making this happen.” 

Rubenstein has had a celebrated ca- 
reer that includes some of the art world’s 
highest achievements, including a Gug- 
genheim Fellowship and a fellowship 
from the National Endowment for the 
Arts. She’s exhibited widely, including a 
show at the Louvre. A longtime arts edu- 
cator, she ran San Francisco State’s pho- 
tography program from 1985 to 1990. 
(“It was my best job,” she said.) Among 
Rubenstein’s other distinctions: Study- 
ing at MIT in the 1970s with the cele- 
brated photographer Minor White, who 
advised her to get a graduate degree so 
she could teach for a living. Rubenstein 
did, at the University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque — where the department 
head was Van Deren Coke, SFMOMA’s 
first photography curator. She now 
teaches at Nanyang Technical University 


in Singapore, from where she can travel 
easily to Indonesia and Iraq. She began 
her career training with White for free. 

“T was one of three women who ever 
worked with Minor,” says Rubenstein, 
who when she’s not traveling or teach- 
ing is based in Santa Fe, N.M. “This 
was 1972 to 1973. He didn't tell any of 
the guys [working with him] to go to 
graduate school. I did my dissertation 
on Georgia O’Keeffe and Alfred Stieglitz 
and their mutual influence, so I could 
figure out how a woman could survive 
being an artist.” 

Rubenstein’s “Eden Turned On Its 
Side” series doesn’t proselytize, and it’s 
certainly not trying to convert people to 
believe in God or the Garden of Eden. But 
in seeing her images in the quiet space of 
Brian Gross Fine Art, it’s easier to under- 
stand why naturalists like Henry David 
Thoreau rejected traditional religion. 
(Thoreau looked for “God in Nature, to 
know his lurking-places, to attend all the 
oratorios, the operas, of nature.”) 

The association between nature 
and devotion predates the Bible, but it 
found its metaphoric ideal in the Garden 
of Eden. That garden is still a work in 
progress, Rubenstein’s art says; climate 
change and other factors will determine 
its survival. Rubenstein’s images bear 
witness to a complicated process of ex- 
pulsion and renewal. 

She doesn’t show Indonesia’s volcanic 
eruptions. But in Pyroclastic Remains (Af- 
ter Mt. Merapi Grand Eruption, 2010-11), 
she shows the aftermath of a volcanic 
spasm, when trees are obliterated and 
the ground is full of fallen fruit. The same 
image has scenes of regeneration. 

The volcanoes, Rubenstein says, 
reflect “horror and beauty together.” In 
being there, she says, “I was scared and 
thrilled at the same time.” 


“Meridel Rubenstein: 

The Volcano Cycle” 

Through Oct. 31 at Brian Gross Fine 
Art, 248 Utah St., S.F. Free; 
415-788-1050 

or briangrossfineart.com. 





Know Your Street Art 


“Tenants Here 
Forced Out” 


1404 Leavenworth 
(near Jackson) 


The sidewalk stencil is two years 
old, but in the atmosphere of San Francis- 
co’s continuing housing crunch, it seems 
as fresh as ever. Four words — in all caps 
— appear on the back of a wheeled suit- 
case: “TENANTS HERE FORCED OUT.’ 
Volunteers with the Anti-Eviction 
Mapping Project began stenciling the 
image on San Francisco's sidewalks after 
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evictions skyrocketed in the wake of 
the tech-fueled real-estate boom. Each 
stencil sits in front of a building where a 
landlord kicked out renters. 

The stencils are art as activism and 
are found throughout San Francisco, 
including Nob Hill and the Mission. The 
images have also appeared on posters 
and T-shirts. 

“The idea was that it could be par- 
ticipatory — and people could do what 
they wanted with them,” says Erin 
McElroy, founder and director of the 
Anti-Eviction Mapping Project, which 
made the image. “I see them as a com- 
bined strategy to make visible the evic- 
tion crisis. When we began doing the 
stencils around 2013, everyone knew 
there was an eviction crisis, but I don’t 


think people knew exactly what units 
were affected, or how prevalent it was.” 
The Anti-Eviction Mapping Proj- 
ect’s newest artwork is a large mural in 
Clarion Alley — the Mission District 
art corridor near 17th Street — that 
profiles some of the 33,000 people who 
have been displaced since 1997 through 
owner move-ins, Ellis Act removals, and 
other “no-fault evictions.” Evictees in the 
mural spoke at its sidewalk dedication. 
McElroy, who studied art as an under- 
grad at Hampshire College (and who 
also has a master’s in social and cultural 
anthropology from the California Insti- 
tute of Integral Studies), says public art 
is an effective way of alerting people to 
San Francisco’s housing retrenchment — 
though she says it’s really a supplement 
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to more forceful activism, like mapping 
the evictions online and naming the 
landlords who misuse eviction powers. 

“We need to do creative actions,” 
McElroy says. “The more creative they 
are, and the more they engage people, 
the more they can help us think about 
things differently. When I was at Hamp- 
shire College, I was making paintings, 
but I didn’t think they were engaging 
people in the way that I wanted people 
to be engaged. And I didn't feel like the 
paintings I was doing were very partic- 
ipatory. So something like the stencils 
is a way to engage multiple people in 
terms of who's actually producing the 
stencil and who’s witnessing them and 
being incentivized to engage in direct 
action because of them.” JC 
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THE SACRED ART OF THE HUSTLE 


(SARDEN OF EDEN PRESENTS 


The Lusty Lady Remembered 


Cruising up Kearny Street to- 
wards Broadway, my heart drops into my 
stomach. It’s not my Uber driver’s fault; 
he’s navigating the steep city streets per- 
fectly. It’s the sight of the boarded up 
windows and padlocked door that sits 
quietly next to Larry Flynt’s infamous 
Hustler Club. 

Just steps from City Lights Book- 
store, and mere blocks from the spot 
where Joe DiMaggio and Marilyn 
Monroe made love, the now-shuttered 
Lusty Lady Theatre was once one of the 
jewels of North Beach, boasting real 
live nude girls dancing behind glass 
from 11 a.m. until 3 a.m., seven days 
a week — even on Christmas. It was 
the place where Financial District busi- 
nessmen with secret kinks could blow 
off some steam between meetings, and 
where hipster couples could drunkenly 
crash into the Private Pleasures booth 
for a little voyeuristic play on a Friday 
night. Lusty dancers had a reputation 
for being the alternative, 
kinky, bad girls of North 
Beach, and we wore 
that reputation 








site). Ducati, who will headline each 
engagement, played an integral part 
of the final days of the Lusty, acting in 
a leadership role as the business was 
dissolved and dismantled after more 
than 30 years. 

She recalled being befuddled about 
how to close the door on the final day 
of business, Labor Day, 2013. As a 24- 
hour establishment, no one had ever 
locked the front door before. It’s been 
padlocked ever since the Lusty Lady 
shuffled off the mortal coil, with noth- 
ing occupying the space since. 

I danced there for two short years, 
but that time continues to be one of 
the most important and special chap- 
ters of my life. It was at 1033 Kearny 
where I learned to twerk, climb a pole 
in eight-inch heels, make someone 
climax using just my eyes, and, most 
importantly, learned that contrary to 

popular belief, hoes 
should always 
come before bros. 

Dancing na- 
ked while people 


threw money 


with pride. was a revelation 

The union- to the chubby, 
ized, work- insecure girl I 
er-owned peep still am inside. 
show was But I dis- 
more than just covered that 
a cool place combining 


to see naked 
girls. It was a 
landing spot for 
wayward queers, 
a launch pad for 
budding artists, and 
— for many, myself 0K, 
included —a place I will 
forever think of as home. 

When the Lusty closed two years 
ago, I was heartbroken. Although I had 
moved on to genres of adult entertain- 
ment that were easier on the knees, I 
mourned for generations of future sex 
workers who would not get to learn 
the sacred art of the hustle inside its 
nurturing walls. 

I haven’t danced much since its 
closing, aside from the occasional pri- 
vate party, but just last week, fellow 
alum Daisy Ducati and I made our 
triumphant return to North Beach 
as feature dancers at the notoriously 
raunchy Little Darlings, for the first of 
four special engagements sponsored by 
kink.com. 

All of the evening’s featured per- 
formers once shook their moneymak- 
ers behind the glass at the L.L. and 
went on to model for porn sites like 
Insex, Burning Angel, Evil Angel, and 
more. Now we're strapping our strip- 
per heels back on for a special evening 
that is equal parts Private Pleasures 
(The L.L.’s interactive VIP booth) and 
Public Disgrace (Kink’s public sex 
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sex-positivity 
with sexual 
commerce is 
like taking a red 
pill that destroys 
the Matrix of pa- 
« ' 
e—sétriarchy. 
ae I’ve danced in other 
places besides North Beach, 
but there’s something that feels 
unique and special about the soil that’s 
housed San Francisco’s red light dis- 
trict for more than a century. 

Generations of poets, hookers, 
dancers, and mobsters have lived their 
Saturday night hustle on this seedy 
little hilltop. No matter how much my 
body aches by the end of the night, 
when I dance there and the fog sneaks 
under the collar of my coat, I am over- 
come by the feeling that I’m a part of 
something old, weird, and incredible. I 
hope the Lusty is somehow resurrected 
someday, but until then, you can still 
catch Kinky Nights with Daisy Ducati 
and Juliette March on Sept. 26, Jessica 
Creepshow on Oct. 10, and Arabelle 
Raphael on Oct. 24. 

I couldn't bring myself to walk over 
to Kearny Street to pay homage to the 
boarded up Lusty after we'd finished 
up at Little Darlings the other night. 

I prefer to remember her as she once 
was: filthy, fabulous, and forever. 





TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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AMOS LEE 
Live At Red Rocks 


10% 





LOS LOBOS 1 98 
Gates Of Gold 





KACEY MUSGRAVES 
Pageant Material 


125 





OLD CROW 
MEDICINE SHOW 
Brushy Mountain 
Conjugal Trailer 


a2 





OTHER LIVES 
Rituals 


THOMAS RHETT 
Tangled Up 


18c 


BERKELEY »% 2455 Telegraph Ave. *& (510) 549-1125 
SAN FRANCISCO »& 1855 Haight St. *& (415) 831-1200 
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LAURA MARLING 
Short Movie 


TAME IMPALA 
Currents 


13% 


THE SILVER LAKE 
CHORUS 
The Silver Lake Chorus 


12 





BOZ SCAGGS 
A Fool To Care 





JEFF ROSENSTOCK 98 
We Cool? cD 










SKYLAR SPENCE 
Prom King 


12 





TOE 


Hear You 





VARIOUS ARTISTS 11 98 
True Detective [OST] cD 





MOONRISE KINGDOM ny pe 
(CRITERION) BLU 
[BLU-RAY] 





BOY 


We Were Here 





DEAD WEATHER 
Dodge & Burn 








JULIA HOLTER 1 98 
Have You In My 
Wilderness 


10% 





GUSTER 1 98 


Evermotion 





BEN FOLDS 
So There 


125 


125 





FAMILY OF THE YEAR 11 98 
Family Of The Year 


125 


MUSIC WE LIKE 
CONTEST! 


Enter for your chance to win a selection of titles 
from our newest book of staff picks! 
Enter online on Amoeba.com or in the store! 


FIRST HOUR FREE PARKING AT SATHER GATE GARAGE 


VALIDATED PARKING AT THE KEZAR STADIUM LOT 
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THE BROOD 3 98 
(CRITERION) BLU 
[BLU-RAY OUT 10/13] 


MAIN ATTRAKIONZ 102 
808s & Dark CD 
Grapes Ill 





NEW ORDER 1 98 
Music Complete CD 


NOLLOAZG ON 


NO DEVOTION 
Permanence 


125 





SPEEDY ORTIZ 
Foil Deer 





WHAT'S GOING ON 
TASTE LIVE AT THE 
ISLE OF WIGHT 1970 
[BLU-RAY] 

DVD also available 


165. 





DECLINE OF 4 98 
WESTERN 

CIVILIZATION COLLECTION 
[BLU-RAY] 

DVD also available 





WEEPIES 
Sirens 





TORO ¥ MOl 
What For? 


125 


SALE ENDS 
10/22/15 
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PURITY RING - Another Eternity $11.98 

RATATAT - Magnifique $11.98 

SHAMIR - Ratchet $11.98 

CALABRESE - Lust For Sacrilege $9.98 

EELS - Royal Albert Hall $20.98 

FASHAWIN - The Ecology $11.98 

RUN THE JEWELS - Run the Jewels $11.98 

TRAP THEM - Blissfucker $12.98 

AFX - Orphaned Deejay Selek $11.98 

GOSPELBEACH - Pacific Surf Line $14.98 [OUT 10/16] 


UNKNOWN MORTAL ORCHESTRA - 
Multi-Love $11.98 


VIET GONG - Viet Cong $11.98 
LEON BRIDGES - Coming Home $12.98 


GHOSTFACE KILLAH - Adrian Younge Presents Twelve 
Reasons To Die Il $12.98 


OPEN MIKE EAGLE - A Special Episode: Split Pants At 
Sound Check! [LP] $15.98 


ANTI-FLAG - American Spring $12.98 

JAMES BAY - Chaos And The Calm $14.98 
BLACKBERRY SMOKE - Holding All The Roses $13.98 
ANOUAR BRAHEM - Souvenance $29.98 

BRONCHO - Just Enough Hip To Be Woman $10.98 
CHVRCHES - Every Open Eye $10.98 

JACK DEJOHNETTE - Made in Chicago $14.98 


CHARLIE HADEN / GONZALO RUBALCABA - 
Tokyo Adagio $14.98 


HILARY HAHN - Violin Concertos $14.98 

HEALTH - Death Magic $13.98 

HONEVHONEY - 3 $13.98 

KEITH JARRETT - Creation $14.98 

POKEY LAFARGE - Something In The Water $13.98 
JUD McPHERSON - Let The Good Times Roll $13.98 
MIAMI HORROR - All Possible Futures $11.98 
GARY PEACOCK TRIO - Now This $15.98 

MAX RICHTER - From Sleep $14.98 

ANOUSHKA SHANKAR - Home $14.98 

SIR GEORGE SOLTI - Der Ring Des Nibelungen $46.98 
SUPERHEAVEN - Ours Is Chrome $10.98 

JAMES TAYLOR - Before This World $13.98 

TOV LO - Queen of The Clouds [Deluxe Edition] $18.98 
TWIN DANGER - Twin Danger $12.98 

VENOM - From The Very Depths $9.98 

WEEKND - Beauty Behind The Madness $13.98 
BOHICAS - The Making Of $12.98 

CREEPOID - Cemetary Highrise Slum $12.98 
ANDRA DAY - Cheers To The Fall $12.98 

DAN DEACON - Gliss Riffer $12.98 
DESAPARECIDOS - Payola $14.98 

DOGS ON ACID - Dogs on Acid $11.98 

DUCKTAILS - St. Catherine $12.98 

DUNGEN - Allas Sak $9.98 

GEORGIA - Georgia $12.98 

HOP ALONG - Painted Shut $12.98 

LOWER DENS - Escape From Evil $12.98 

REFUSED - Freedom $13.98 

WILCO - Star Wars $13.98 [OUT 10/13] 

DWIGHT YOAKAM - Second Hand Heart $14.98 
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BRUCE BRIAN NOLAN 
GREENWOOD GERAGHTY GERARD FUNK 


OVER 150 FILM FESTIVALS * 
OVER 30 BEST FILM AWARDS 


“A BEAUTIFUL AND 
DRAMATIC FILM: 


— The Hollywood Reporter 


“QUIETLY 
PROFOUND.’ 


— The Examiner 
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FRIDAY 9/25 : 


www.wildlikefilm.com 


4-STAR THEATRE 
Clement @ 23rd Ave. 
(415) 666-3488 


IN SELECT CINEMAS NATIONWIDE 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 ONLY 
PLUS THE SIMPLE FACTS 


AN EXCLUSIVE IN-CONVERSATION WITH ROGER WATERS 
AND NICK MASON 


#RogerWatersTheWall 


FATHOM 


EVENTS 
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FOR PARTICIPATING THEATRES AND TICKET INFORMATION 
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A Pigeon Sat ona Branch 
Reflecting on Existence 
Rated PG-13. Opens Friday at the 
Roxie Theater. 
Roy Andersson’s A Pigeon Sat on a Branch 
Reflecting on Existence is depressing, 
grim, dark, and compulsively watchable. 
The third part of a decades-long trilogy 
of films you probably haven't seen, Pi- 
geon is an assemblage of vignettes, some 
of which are more related than others. If 
there were main characters, they'd be the 
depressed and destitute traveling sales- 
men Sam (Nils Westblom) and Jonathan 
(Holger Andersson), who wander from 
door to door selling icky-looking masks 
and vampire teeth in order to “help peo- 
ple have fun.” All the shots are wide with 
no close-ups, and the camera only moves 
once during the film. This offers plenty 
of time to study the frame, and there’s a 
sense that every character in every cor- 
ner of the screen has their own story 
happening. There’s only one cut to a dif- 
ferent angle in a given scene, and though 
it’s not explicitly violent, it’s one of the 
year's most horrifying moments. A Pi- 
geon Sat on a Branch Reflecting on Exis- 
tence is its own beast, but its strict 
vanishing-point formalism and deadpan 
embrace of the absurd also recalls the 
works of Alejandro Jodorowsky and 
Jacques Tati (especially the latter’s 
multi-planed puzzle-box Play Time), but 
lacking their fundamental humanism. 
And when a movie makes Jodorowsky 
and Tati look warm, that’s saying a lot. 


Sherilyn Connelly 


Iranian Film Festival 
Opens Saturday at the 
San Francisco Art Institute. 
As our nation’s more reactionary ele- 
ments once again beat the drums of war 
against Iran, it’s important to remember 
that its citizens are people who are not 
responsible for their government’s ag- 
gressive tendencies. Well, it’s important 
for non-Iranians to remember; Iranians 
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already know it, and it’s good timing that 
the eighth annual Iranian Film Festival 
opens this weekend. Established to sup- 
port Iranian film and culture of Bay Area 
and elsewhere, it’s the only ethnic film 
festival that has to point out in their offi- 
cial description that it has “no affiliation 
to any political or religious organiza- 
tions.” Feature films this year include the 
U.S. premiere of Mohsen Makhmal- 
baf’s The President, about a former exec- 
utive (Misha Gomiashvili) on the run 
following a coup détat, while a highlight 
among the shorts is Baran Mohamad 
Reihani’s animated One of Thousands, 
about a young Kurdish carpet-weaver de- 
termined to follow her dreams. But the 
big ticket is Igal Hecht’s documen- 

tary The Sheik. It follows wrestler Khos- 
row Vaziri's journey from Iranian soldier 
to flag-waving wrestler (and Hulk Hogan 
nemesis) the Iron Sheik to Vaziri’s cur- 
rent status as a beloved Twitter figure 
and beyond. And, to the surprise of no 
one, the Iron Sheik has turned out to bea 
much better human being than the hy- 
per-patriotic Hogan. Don't miss it, 
#JABRONI! SC 


Sicario 
Rated R. Opens Friday. 
Prowling back and forth across the 
U.S.-Mexico border, stirring up dread, 


Sicario 





Denis Villeneuve’s drug-war-quagmire 
movie puts on very serious airs. It stars 
Emily Blunt as an FBI agent who's in- 
creasingly dismayed by cartel brutality, 
Josh Brolin as a shady federal operator 
who extends her a dubious opportunity, 
and Benicio Del Toro as a frightening 
embodiment of said dubiousness. Si- 
cario skillfully exudes the aura of realism, 
of professionals at work. No mere action 
flick, this; it seems at first like a high- 
minded film made with major resources, 
including the inside knowledge of special 
advisors. And yet Villeneuve’s insistent 
solemnity isn’t wholly convincing; the 
basic thriller mandate eventually takes 
precedence. So it’s not as forceful an ex- 
pose as the documentary Cartel Land, 
from earlier this year, or for that matter 
the 2010 documentary El Sicario, Room 
164, in which a hooded hitman sits in a 
hotel room recounting 20 years’ worth of 
torture and murder. Villeneuve’s film, 
written by Taylor Sheridan, pays off its 
suspense with fierce violence, and seems 
therefore sensational; it can’t quite tran- 
scend being an array of set pieces, haunt- 
ing though they are. Is it tragic? Badass? 
With Blunt as sharp and expressive and 
easy to root for as ever, Brolin and Del 
Toro don’t romanticize their characters, 
but unfortunately some viewers will. 
Jonathan Kiefer 
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FILM LISTINGS 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


4-Star Theatre. The Intern: Starting a new job can be 


a difficult challenge, especially if you're already 
retired. Looking to get back into the game, 70-year- 
old widower Ben Whittaker (Robert De Niro) seizes 
the opportunity to become a senior intern at an 
online fashion site. Ben quickly becomes popular 
with his younger co-workers, including Jules 
Ostin (Anne Hathaway), the boss and founder 
of the company. Whittaker’s charm, wisdom and 
sense of humor help him develop a special bond 
and growing friendship with Jules. Sept. 25-Oct. 
1. Wildlike: Sent to stay with her uncle in Alaska 
while her mother is in treatment, 14-year-old 
Mackenzie is forced to flee as her uncle's attention 
turns threatening. Unable to reach her mother and 
afraid that the authorities will return her to her 
uncle, she embarks on a journey across miles of 
wilderness to find a way back home to Seattle. As 
she plunges deeper into the Alaskan interior, a 
chance connection with gruff backpacker Bartlett 
proves to be her only lifeline. Mackenzie shadows 
Bartlett across the rugged frontier, thwarting his 
efforts to cut her loose until he has no choice but 
to help her survive, and against the backdrop 
of a spectacular landscape, they discover the 
redemptive power of friendship. Sept. 25-Oct. 
1. 2200 Clement, San Francisco, 666-3488, Intsf. 
com/4-star-theatre.html. 


Castro Theatre. Frozen Sing-A-Long: Warm up your 


vocal chords, Frozen-atics. It's time to join Anna 
and Elsa in song and “Let It Go” with your kindred 
spirits. Sing along to the words of the Academy 
Award-winning film, accompanied by on-screen 
lyrics with a bouncing snowflake to follow along! 
Dress up for the costume contest! Goody bags at 
the door! Sun., Sept. 27, noon. 429 Castro, San 
Francisco, 621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 


Clay Theatre. The Rocky Horror Picture Show: The 


Bawdy Caste performs onstage while the ultimate 
cult film plays in the background. Last Saturday of 
every month, 11:59 p.m. $9-S10. Stonewall: A drama 
about a fictional young man caught up during the 
1969 Stonewall Riots. Danny Winters (Jeremy Irvine, 
War Horse) is forced to leave behind friends and 
loved ones when he is kicked out of his parent's 
home for his sexuality. Fleeing to New York and 
alone in Greenwich Village, he befriends a group 
of street kids who soon introduce him to local 
watering hole The Stonewall Inn; however, this 
shady, mafia-run club is far from a safe haven. 
Danny and his friends experience discrimination, 
endure atrocities and are repeatedly harassed by 
the police. A rage begins to build through Danny 
and the entire community of young gays, lesbians 
and drag queens who populate the Stonewall Inn 
and erupts in a storm of anger. With the toss of a 
single brick, ariot ensues and a crusade for equal- 
ity is born. Also starring Jonathan Rhys Meyers, 
Jonny Beauchamp, Caleb Landry Jones and Ron 
Perlman, Stonewall is written by Jon Robin Baitz 
and directed by Roland Emmerich (The Day After 
Tomorrow, Independence Day). Starting Sept. 25. 
Daily. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 267-4893, www. 
landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/clay-theatre. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Learning to Drive: 


Inspired by a true story, Learning to Drive stars 
Patricia Clarkson and Academy Award winner Ben 
Kingsley (Gandhi) in a feel-good comedy about 
an improbable friendship. Wendy (Clarkson) is a 
fiery Manhattan author whose husband has just 
left her for a younger woman; Darwan (Kingsley) 
is a soft-spoken taxi driver from India on the 
verge of an arranged marriage. As Wendy sets 
out to reclaim her independence, she runs into 
a barrier common to many lifelong New Yorkers: 
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she’s never learned to drive. When Wendy hires 
Darwan to teach her, her unraveling life and his 
calm restraint seem like an awkward fit. But as 
he shows her how to take control of the wheel, 
and she coaches him on how to impress a woman, 
their unlikely friendship awakens them to the joy, 
humor and love in starting life anew. Daily. Amy: 
That would be Winehouse, in case you wondered 
which Amy is the subject of director Asif Kapadia’s 
uncreatively titled documentary, which refines an 
apparent Kapadia specialty: the intense remem- 
brance of stars who died too young. We see the 
doomed chanteuse in the throes of her destructive 
relationships — with a responsibility-averse father, 
with a volatile husband, with chemicals — and hear 
her music remixed to highlight how it was driven 
by the raw power of personal-demon-indulgence. 
Daily. Goodnight Mommy: The psychological horror 
film Goodnight Mommy is a twisted and fantastical 
take on the home invasion thriller. In the heat of 
the summer lays an isolated house in the Austrian 


countryside, where nine-year-old twin brothers 
await their mother’s return after cosmetic surgery. 
She's recovering from an accident that has left 
her face covered in bandages, unrecognizable 
to her precocious sons. During her recovery her 
temper runs short with the boys, her behavior is 
domineering and her punishments turn harsh. The 
boys begin to suspect she isn’t really their mother 
and they go about finding out for certain. What 
ensues is an atmospheric, terrifying observational 
struggle with fatal consequences on par with The 
Shining and Dead Ringers. Written and directed 
by Severin Fiala and Veronika Franz (writer of Dog 
Days and the Paradise trilogy). (Fully subtitled) 
Starting Sept. 25. Daily. Meet the Patels: A laugh- 
out-loud, real-life romantic comedy about Ravi 
Patel, an almost-30-year-old Indian-American 
who enters a love triangle between the woman 
of his dreams... and his parents. Filmed by Ravi's 
sister in what started as a family vacation video, 
this hilarious and heartbreaking film reveals how 
love is a family affair. Fresh out of a breakup with 
his secret white girlfriend, who his parents knew 
nothing about, and freaked out that he’s almost 30 
and single, Ravi goes on a family vacation to India 
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with his head and heart spinning. Ravi is willing to 
do whatever it takes to find love—but there’s one 
tricky detail to consider: In his family, everyone 
has the last name Patel. Patels marry other Patels. 
It's not incest, it means they are from the same 
50-square mile radius in India. Struck with how 
overwhelmingly happy the marriages are of his 
Patel family and friends, Ravi enters a fool-proof 
Patel matchmaking system and embarks on a 
worldwide search for another American Patel just 
like him. Witty and brutally honest, this comedy 
explores the questions with which we all struggle: 
What is love? How do we find it? And even then, how 
do we keep it? (Partially subtitled) Starting Sept. 
25. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 267- 
4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
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“BRILLIANT! 


A mesmeric entertainment 
and enlightenment” J 


- Hollywood Reporter 


embarcadero-center-cinema. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic 


film screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum 
by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. 
Saturdays. Free with museum admission. Pier 
15, San Francisco, 528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Opera Plaza Cinema. Peace Officer: The increasing 


militarization of U.S. police forces, especially 
SWAT teams, leading to frequent confronta- 
tions escalating to lethal force, is given a timely, 
thought-provoking examination in this hard-hitting 
documentary. Peace Officer focuses on the story 
of William “Dub” Lawrence, a former sheriff who 
established and trained his rural state's first SWAT 
team, only to see that same unit kill his son-in-law 
in acontroversial standoff thirty years later. In that 
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confrontation a small army of heavily-armed forces 
(including a helicopter) were unable to arrest one 
agitated civilian—outside his own home with a gun 
pointed only at himself—without killing him. Dub 
was shocked at the outcome, which the police 
denied they mishandled. Driven by his dedication 
to justice and an obsessed sense of mission, Dub 
used his own highly-trained investigative skills 
to uncover the truth in this and other disturbing 
officer-involved shootings while tackling larger 
questions about the changing face of peace officers 
nationwide. Starting Sept. 25. Daily. Rosenwald: the 
incredible story of Julius Rosenwald, who never 
finished high school but rose to become co-owner 
of Sears, Roebuck & Co. Influenced by the writings 
of the educator Booker T. Washington, this Jewish 
philanthropist joined forces with African American 
communities to build over 5,300 schools across the 
segregated South during the early part of the 20th 
century, providing 660,000 black children with 
access to education. Inspired by the Jewish ideals 
of tzedakah (charity) and tikkun olam (repairing the 
world), and a deep concern over racial inequality 
in America, Rosenwald used his wealth to become 
one of America’s most effective philanthropists. 
Because of his modesty, Rosenwald's philanthropy 


“A BRILLIA 


and social activism are not well known today, 
despite giving away $62 million in his lifetime. 
Daily. Phoenix: A spellbinding mystery of identity, 
illusion and deception unfolds against the turmoil 
of post-World War Il Germany in the stunning new 
film from acclaimed writer/director Christian 
Petzold (Barbara, Jerichow). Berlin, 1945: Nelly 
(Nina Hoss, A Most Wanted Man), a German-Jewish, 
ex-nightclub singer, has survived a concentration 
camp. But, like her country, she is scarred, her face 
disfigured by a bullet wound. After undergoing 
reconstructive surgery, Nelly emerges with a 
new face, one similar but different enough that 
her former husband, Johnny (Ronald Zehrfeld), 
doesn’t recognize her. Rather than reveal herself, 
Nelly walks into a dangerous game of duplicity and 
disguise as she tries to figure out if the man she 
loves may have been the one who betrayed her 
to the Nazis. Submerged in shadowy atmosphere 
and the haunted mood of post-war Berlin, Phoenix 
weaves a complex, Hitchcockian tale of a nation’s 
tragedy and a woman's search for answers as it 
builds towards an unforgettable, heart-stopping 
climax. (Partially subtitled) Daily. 601 Van Ness, 
San Francisco, 267-4893, www.landmarktheatres. 
com/market/SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 
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Roxie Theater. Mission to Lars: This film follows the 


three siblings as Kate and Will decide to break their 
severely autistic brother Tom out of his home ina 
sleepy English town and take him to America to find 
Lars. Any dreams of a bonding rock n roll roadtrip 
fade as Kate and Will's struggle to understand their 
brother's condition, while Tom confronts the chal- 
lenges of his syndrome and the ignorance and noise 
in the outside world. There is also the little matter 
of finding Metallica drummer Lars Ulrich. Sept. 25- 
Oct. 1. A Brave Heart: The Lizzie Velasquez Story: 
This documentary follows the inspiring journey of 
26 year old, 58 pound Lizzie from cyber-bullying 
victim to anti-bullying activist. Born with a rare 
syndrome that prevents her from gaining weight, 
Elizabeth “Lizzie” Velasquez was first bullied as 
a child in school for looking different and, later 
online, as a teenager when she discovered a 
YouTube video labeling her ‘‘The World's Ugliest 
Woman.” The film chronicles unheard stories and 
details of Lizzie’s physical and emotional journey 
up to her multi-million viewed TEDx talk, and 
follows her pursuit from a motivational speaker 
to Capitol Hill as she lobbies for the first federal 
anti-bullying bill. Sept. 25-Oct. 1. 3117 16th St., San 
Francisco, 863-1087, roxie.com. 


The Walt Disney Family Museum. Tomorrowland: 


Walt’s Vision For Today: Through animated se- 
quences, musical compositions, sound bites, 
graphics, audio visuals, vintage posters, and 
more, Tomorrowland will immerse visitors in the 
story of Walt's hopes and vision for the future, 
as reflected in his creation of the 1967 version 
of Tomorrowland at Disneyland. This exhibition 
allows visitors to experience Walt's perception 
of this beautiful tomorrow in a robust and vibrant 
way. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 7. 104 Montgomery, San Francisco, 
345-6800, waltdisney.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Shakey Pictures: 


The Films Of Neil Young: Neil Young, one of rock 
and folk’s most respected artists for over four de- 
cades, has also been directing, producing, writing, 
and shooting films for almost as long under the 
pseudonym Bernard Shakey. This survey includes 
some very rare and unreleased films and offers 
an extraordinary opportunity to discover another 
side of Young's creative genius, both behind and in 
front of the camera. Through Sept. 27. 701 Mission, 
San Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 
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SOUTHERN POPULISM 


Dixie Crap 


Southern conservatives despise 
political correctness and think everyone 
is too sensitive these days. So surely 
they wouldn’t complain about what I 
might think about the reality shows on 
CMT (that is, Country Music Televi- 
sion), right? I mean, if I called the right- 
wing people on these shows 
single-chromosomed pig fuckers, they 
wouldn’t have a problem with it. If I 
were to say that the combined I.Q. of the 
cast of Party Down South wasn't greater 
than the sum of their farts, then Bobby 
Jindal could not take umbrage. First 
Amendment, motherfuckers. 

So anyway, the inbred, out- 
house-humping hayseed swamp mol- 
lusks that put “done” in front of every 
verb — “I done did that,” “I done tolt 
them I done did that,” “I been done 
tolt them I done did that” — are in 
high supply on CMT. And sure as a 
peanut’s chance of getting hot-boiled 
at a NASCAR tailgate, I been done 
watching all of them for weeks now. 
Truth be told, all those highfalutin 


socialists on 





the other net- 
works could 
learn a thing 
or two from 
the production 
values on some 
of CMT’s shows, 
principally Sweet 
Home Alabama 
and Gainesville. 
But first, let’s 
focus on the re- 
ally stupid shit: 
Party Down South 
is a Jersey Shore 
rip-off, with Southerners instead of 
Northerners. You may remember how 
imbecilic the cast of JS was, so as 
much as I kid here, I’m acutely aware 
that dumbasses exist in every state. 
I’m also acutely aware that I freaking 
love watching American dumbasses 
do what they do best: get drunk, 
pick up chicks, get in fights, dress 
like dingleberries, and generally take 
things that I despise and hold them 
up as dear. PDS is an entire series that 
can be represented by a single clip of 
a fat, shirtless guy with Confederate 
flag tattoos, sticking his head out of 
the sunroof of his friend’s pickup with 
a beer in each hand and letting out 
a mighty “Whooop!” The girls stick 
their asses out, and the guys show off 
their muscles and do a lot of straight- 
guy bro-hugging. The other notable 
show on CMT for dolts is Dallas Cow- 
boys Cheerleaders: Making The Team, 
which, despite sounding like a porno 
movie, is another guilty pleasure of 
mine. But the first show that actually 
charmed me because it was pretty 
darn good was Sweet Home Alabama, 
CMT’s answer to The Bachelorette. It 
was on for four years and was won- 
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derfully shot: kudzu, bayous, fireflies, 
and rocking chairs on porches served 
as the backdrop for the boilerplate 
formula of a hot chick and a handful 
of suitors. But the first season fea- 
tured a real sweetie-pie of a girl, and 
when it was all over, she cast aside all 
the douchebags, liars, and horndogs 
for the least attractive but most re- 
spectful and nice young man in the 
cast. (Aww.) This was at the height of 
The Bachelor always ending the oppo- 
site way, with each star always choos- 
ing the absolute wrong person. Sweet 
Home Alabama made everything in the 
universe right again, and I realized 
that CMT’s goal must be to have hap- 
py endings. They know their audience, 
and their audience wants to believe 
life is like a Hallmark Channel movie. 
Good guys finish last, the only thing 
that matters is family, and the meek 
shall inherit the family farm. 
Gainesville debuted this fall, and it’s 
cut from the same wholesome cloth. 
It focuses on a group of kids from 
the Florida town 
best known for 
its kickass serial 
killers, but also 
for its big party 
school. Neither 
thing comes up on 
this show, though, 
as most characters 
can't afford college. 
In the first episode, 
we see Beth — the 
first person in her 
family to go to 
school — trying to 
scrape up enough 
money to pay her tuition before she 
gets thrown out. The whole gang 
comes together, throwing a carwash 
to raise the cash. Unlike Party Down 
South or Jersey Shore, the decadent 
lifestyle is seen as something to be 
overcome on Gainesville, not celebrat- 
ed. Brian is an unfocused layabout 
who still lives at home and won't get 
a job, but he’s in love with Andreya, a 
straight arrow who wants the Amer- 
ican dream and who gives Brian an 
ultimatum to get his shit together or 
find a new girl. By the end of the first 
few episodes, I was attached to most 
of them, even as the pacing began to 
plod. Maybe “nice” is too boring. 
Boring, that is, except for how 
Andreya was arrested last month 
under suspicion of DUI after her 
Cabriolet plowed into another car. 
Hmm ... that doesn’t seem like the 
same Andreya I know. So when other 
networks play up “reality” to make 
it racier and more interesting, could 
CMT be downplaying vice? Give the 
people what they want, I guess. I’m 
happy with a happy ending. 


KatyStC@Yahoo.com 
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By Peter Lawrence Kane 


A barrier always comes between 
me and proper French cuisine. Maybe 
it’s because French food is genuinely in- 
timidating. Maybe my unconscious 
mind is seething because I’ve never been 
to France. Or maybe it’s because I was 
raised in a steak-and-potatoes house 
where adventurism stopped at eggplant 
parm. But I suspect it really has some- 
thing to do with the fact that there are 
few French-Americans relative to almost 
every other European ethnicity. Absent 
a thriving culture to keep things vital, 
French food in America ossified to the 
point that we Yankees overdo it, going 
heavy when things call for élan. 

Assuming there’s any truth to 
that, Bon Marché is a much-needed 
corrective. It’s more Lillet than Bur- 
gundy, more Cognac jus than sauce 
allemande. Even when chowing down 
on heavy hitters like leg of lamb, the 
sense of lightness never disappears. 
The restaurant is also in Market 
Square — a.k.a the Twitter Build- 
ing — along with fellow ground-floor 
tenants The Market and Dirty Water, 
both of which are gigantic, and Bon 
Marché is equally their peer in terms 
of ambition. But whereas The Market 
is Bi-Rite on steroids, and Dirty Water 
is a (successful) omnibus restau- 
rant-microbrewery, Bon Marché opts 
for pared-down precision over compre- 
hensiveness, and it will certainly come 
into its own. 

Although the Paleo-centric Dirty 
Water is a meat-lover’s dream, Bon 
Marché is about as animal-heavy as 
Wyoming is Republican-heavy. Apart 
from two soups, a handful of nibbles, 
and most of the salads, the menu is 
pretty much all meat, and whatever 
isn’t meat comes from the raw bar. So 
be warned. 

Meat parade notwithstanding, we 
started off with a melon salad ($11), 

a beautiful objet d’art that looked 
practically gelatinized. Although 
paper-thin, it was fantastic through 
and through — the color of butternut 
squash, with the sheen of something 
that had been candied and was melt- 
ing a little. 

Bon Marché has a big selection of 
little bites, and it would be hard not 
to order at least one or two per person 
(and equally hard to resist oysters, for 
that matter). The mushroom beignets 
($7) were exceptionally flavorful, al- 
most like fungi falafel, but they could 
use a little green to dress them up. The 
headcheese ($6) had a wonderful tex- 
ture, far from fatty, but it badly need- 


Bon Temps 


However meat-heavy Bon Marche may be, it never loses a sense of sweetness and light. 





ed salt (even when eaten with corni- 
chons and a bit of mustard). But the 
eggplant terrine ($11), sitting atop a 
North African chermoula vinaigrette 
like a finely ground pesto, managed to 
be both gorgeous and delicious. 

The steak tartare ($18) was beauti- 
ful in a very different way, a raw beef 
patty with an egg yolk on top, ready to 
be mixed by whoever was most eager 
with the fork. Fat, 
thick fries came 
stacked alongside it 
like Jenga bricks (a 
“pomme Pont Neuf 
salad”), and they 
were nice and salty. 
(Whew.) The Pari- 
sian gnocchi with 
summer squash and 
blossoms ($15) were 
as light as gnocchi 
can get, a dish of yellows and spring 
greens that was sadly so mild as to 
vanish into total forgettability. “Quelle 
bummer,’ my dining buddy said. 

Things perked back up when the 
mains arrived. Summer, schmummer: 
We went with the leg of lamb and the 
pork chop (each $29). The lamb was 
essentially one big heap of meat over 
cooked-down grilled squash, celery, 
tapenade, and thyme jus. However 
artlessly presented, it was anything 
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Bon Marché 

1355 Market St., 
415-802-1700 or 
bonMarché-sf.com 

Hours: Mon-Fri, 11:30 
a.m.-10p.m.; 

Sat, 4-10 p.m.; Sun, closed. 


é 





4 


but a gut-buster, tasting like a labor of 
love, or a recipe passed down through 
generations. The far-prettier pork 
came with escarole, apple mustard, 
and potatoes fondant — which, by 
browning them and then roasting 
them in butter and stock, might be the 
best way to serve spuds, and one of 
the most old-school. For dessert, we 
went to war over a simple blueberry 
tart ($10), dusted 
with powdered 
sugar and partnered 
with lemon cream. 
Sweetness and light 
for the win. 
Granted, the 
food had some 
uneven patches 
— occasionally 
beautiful and fla- 
vorless, sometimes 
ugly and delicious — but you have to 
give Bon Marché top marks on style. 
First, the typeface for menu headings 
is Jet Age fabulous; I want it on my 
tombstone. Second, there are a lot of 
hexagonal tiles and marble surfaces, 
and the ribbed coasters — doilies, 
really — quote Brillat-Savarin: “Dis- 
moi ce que tu manges, je te diria ce 
que tues” (“Tell me what you eat, 
and I'll tell you who you are”). Owing 
to the awnings, this restaurant has 


ye 








Michael Hendrickson 


Summer melon salad 


a curious indoor-outdoor vibe. It’s 
different from West Portal Station, 
where it feels like you're outside even 
though there’s a roof overhead; it’s as 
if someone built an exterior set inside. 
I’ve been slapped around on Twitter 
for expressing thoughts like this about 
other places, but I don’t understand 
why we always have to look at ducts 
and HVAC. They’re unattractive, and 
they make restaurants noisy as hell. 
But the globe lights (which are every- 
where) make good focal points, and 
there’s plenty to keep the eyes from 
drifting ceiling-ward. 

Bon Marché took an even bigger 
risk on its kitchen, which is open 
enough to render the boundary be- 
tween it and the dining room nonex- 
istent. If a single thing goes wrong in 
there, the entire restaurant is going to 
know. If that’s meant to telegraph to 
patrons that this operation has things 
under control, then good on them. But 
it was fun to stare. I'd be lying if I said 
the sexy kitchen staff wasn’t a bonus, 
but the biggest pleasure in life is din- 
ing in the house of people who harbor 
contempt for the idea of caring about 
cholesterol. 


PKane@SFWeekly.com 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 

23/77 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 
www.lanoterestaurant.com 


BURLINGAME 


Marriott SFO Waterfront 
1800 Old Bayshore Hwy, 
Burlingame 

(650) 692-9100 


CASTRO 


Dapper Dog Premium Hotdogs 


417 Castro St, San Francisco 
(415) 553-6332 
dapperdog.sf@gmail.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 

3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
San Francisco 

(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


DALY CITY 


Ranch 99 Skyline Plaza 
250 Skyline Plaza, Daly City 
(650) 992-8899 
www.99ranch.com 


Sprout’s Farmers Market 
301 Gellert Blvd, Daly City 
(415) 325-1091 
sprouts.com 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’s 

2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 
gilberths.com 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


The New Spot 
632 20th St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-0556 
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Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
A420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Proposition Chicken 
1750 Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-9866 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John’s Grill 

63 Ellis Street at Powell 
San Francisco 

(415) 986-0069 
johnsegrill.com 


Mikkeller Bar 

34 Mason St, San Francisco, 
(415) 984-0279 
mikkellerbarcom 


Mr. Crave Bistro 

655 Ellis St, San Francisco 
(415) 321-8899 
mrcravebistro.com 


The Original Tommy’s Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


FAIRFIELD 


Jelly Belly Candy 

1 Jelly Belly Ln, Fairfield, CA 
(707) 428-2800 
jellybelly.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 

439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & 

Grill Tap Room 

525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 

getaproom.com 


The Garden Restaurant 

716 Kearny St, San Francisco 
(415) 956-7888 
gardenrestaurantsantfrancisco.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 

3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 

kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 

401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415)-292-2563 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 
dannycoyles.com 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate’s Kitchen 

471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Real Food Company 

3060 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 567-6900 

realfoodco.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415) 757-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 
509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 


Eiji 
317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 
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Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 

798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 

marsbarsf.com 


Napper Tandy 

3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 

546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOB HILL 


Escape From New York Pizza 
2109 Polk St, San Francisco 
(415) 345-0600 


Nick’s Crispy Tacos 

1500 Broadway St, San Francisco 
(415) 409-8226 
nickscrispytacos.com 


Real Food Company 
2140 Polk St San Francisco 
(415) 673-7420 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 

1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 
northbeachrestaurant.com 


OAKLAND 


Yoshi’s Oakland 

510 Embarcadero West, Oakland 
(510) 238-9200 

yoshis.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 

1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
San Francisco 

(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


Goat Hill Pizza 

300 Connecticut St, 
San Francisco 

(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 

2/65 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Ganim’s 

1135 18th St, San Francisco 
(415) 282-9289 
ganims.net 


SAN MATEO 


Heidi’s Pies 

1941 S El Camino Real, 
San Mateo 

(650) 574-0505 
heidipies.com 


SOMA 


Goat Hill Pizza 

171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 

goathill.com 


Oasis Grill 

711-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 

oasisgrill.com 


SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO 


Paris Baguette Bakery 
and Cafe 

22/78 Westborough Blvd 
South San Francisco 
(650) 952-0404 
parisbaguetteusa.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


SF Vegetarian Society 
9 10th Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 273-5481 « sfvs.org 
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FRESH EATS 


A San Francisco tradition 
since 1908 and a favorite 
of celebrities, this historic 
restaurant offers great 
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SATE LEO IICISCO 


Steaks and fresh seafood. World Barone — 
Original ) 
WV © LL 
John’s Grill was a setting Irish Coffee 
in Dashiell Hammett’s, Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


The Maltese Falcon. 


Enjoy live jazz nightly 
in the upper level 
dining room, 


~ & a @ —ai 
Zagat Rates J hn’s Grill - #1 Steakhouse’ 
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Sat-Sun 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 


& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 


(AT BEACH) 
415.474.5044 


thebuenavista.com 











KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


= AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 











Bi-Rite Market 
Turns 75 


By Mary Ladd 


In an era when evictions and 
teardowns are still the hot-button top- 
ics, it’s refreshing to hear that Bi-Rite 
Market is marking its 75th birthday 
this month. Sam Mogannam, Anne 
Walker, Calvin Tsay, Kris Hoogerhyde 
and nearly 300 current staff are all part 
of a grocery operation that’s been hold- 
ing down the fort on 18th Street since 








Mike Koozmin 


Get Your Kink 
onat The 
Armory Club 


By Ali Wunderman 


San Francisco has always been 
a safe haven for enthusiasts of every 
variety, which is why it’s no surprise 
that the freaky-deaky Kink.com chose 
our very own Armory to film some 
freaky-deaky porn. (No judgment here; 
that shit is hot.) 


Hand Made and Fresh 1940. Mogannam started working Digital adult entertainment makes 
WORLD FAMOUS there in 1974, adecade after hisfather | for booming business in the Age of 
SINCE 1938 Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum and uncle, Nabil and Jack Mogannam, the Internet, which means that “Cy- 
Dumplings f= =purchased the market. Four decades bernet Entertainment,’ the corporate 
7 YEARS OF QUALITY, SERVICE, ug = ; later, the company has just completed entity behind Kink’s goodies, has a 
AND SAN FRANCISCO HISTORY! Pot Stickers ' the process of becominga BCorp,dedi- __ big staff (heh) to support. CEO Peter 
Won T | é cated to benefiting society as wellasits | Acworth, an ex-Ph.D. candidate from 
dl : "= principals. Columbia University is clearly a smart 
Pancakes € —_ ; ae fered ke ae sa 4:30- man, a - ria same a sae 
_ DAA Ss :30 p.m., the Mission District responsibility by creating Ihe Armory 
NOW OFFERING OUR = §6institution known for celebrating Club, a swanky bar kitty-corner to The 


$28.95 PRIX FIXE 


YANNI UV FON LOL 
eich AFTER 5PM! 






TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
nin ~WWW.kKingofchinesedumpling.com ni: 


the artisanal, the local, the seasonal, 
and the sustainable will rock a fami- 
ly-friendly birthday party at commu- 
nity space 18 Reasons complete with 
a $5 sundae special: créme fraiche 
buffalo milk soft serve ice cream 
made with milk from Petaluma’s Dou- 
ble 8 Dairy. (Yup, we were stumped 
as to where one might source buffalo 
milk locally, too.) The special sundae 
will be topped with birthday cake 
pieces, house-made fudge, and rain- 
bow sprinkles, and can be had at the 
Bi-Rite Creamery soft-serve window, 
which is where we often head once 
the line at the regular ice cream 
window has taken on nightclub-like 


Armory itself. The original intention 
was for Acworth and his staff (porn 
stars included) to have a place to 
gather and socialize after a hard (heh) 
day’s work. 

Although The Armory is chock full 
of true-blue BDSM activities — as any 
good kink-based porn studio should 
be — The Armory Club is surprisingly 
subtle about such themes. The names 
of the cocktails only hint at dark 
sexual fantasies. (Ihe Gently Bound 
is my personal favorite, both in taste 
and adage.) In a similar fashion, the 
atmosphere of the bar is chic and 
elegant, the portraits on the wall only 
somewhat suggestive of what goes on 


. | wt, | proportions. in the big brick building across the 
Ne avec tia aT NT Ce eee : | /_ => street. Catsuits and naked ladies in 
A39 POWELL STREET SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102 _—\ ; ae : 
“Wi BE Bi-RiteCommunity ball gags pale in comparison to what 
ay te Baan OV Ku Ales AVA Birthday Part ll d th 
CATR VQORE_N7N0AQN y yy, really goes down there. 
\ £10 J Rok S0-' J | J : J INING OF NOODLES Friday, Sept. 25, 4:30-6:30 p.m., at Sorry to spoil the surprise for any- 
— — Hand-Pulled Everyday —= : ; ; 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 18 Reasons, 367418thSt. one who thinks porn is real, but if you 
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take the tour at The Armory, you will 
notice a striking similarity between 
the wallpaper and other decorations 
in The Armory Club and The Armory’s 
bar-themed set, which is used to film 
kinky sex scenes that the viewer is 
supposed to believe are happening 

at a real bar out in the wild. Clearly, 
Acworth knows what he likes. 

Despite The Armory Club essential- 
ly being a normal bar with top-notch 
drink selections at good prices (for 
San Francisco) and super-friendly bar- 
tenders, it does serve as a gathering 
place for the kinky youngsters (21+, 
of course) of San Francisco. With the 
next few days serving as the preamble 
for Sunday’s Folsom Street Fair, it’s 
a sure bet you'll run into plenty of 
kinksters gathering at the Armory 
Club to make their arrangements for 
the weekend. 

Whether you're vanilla, kink-cu- 
rious, or currently have your own 
(consenting) sex slave at home, The 
Armory Club is a fun place to social- 
ize, gawk, and sip on great drinks all 
at once. 


The Armory Club, 
1799 Mission St, 415-431-5300 or 
armoryclub.com. 


International 
Sake Day Bombs 
The Armory 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


While a tsunami of suds washes 
over the city for Oktoberfest, a cavernous 
venue best known for adult entertain- 
ment will be San Francisco’s lone redoubt 
for a different kind of adult beverage. 

Saturday, Oct. 3, The Armory will 
be home to the 10th Annual Sake Day, 
where over 50 Japanese brewers serv- 
ing 200 sakes, along with a cross-sec- 
tion of the U.S.’s burgeoning craft 
sake industry, will extol the virtues of 
rice wine. Presented by Hayes Valley’s 
True Sake (which is due to open a bar 
and restaurant called True Cup inside 
8 Octavia later this fall), the event 
benefits the Japanese Cultural and 
Community Center of Northern Cali- 
fornia. It’s an event you almost hope 
will (sake) bomb. 

When making your way through 
the crowd, sampling exclusive tastes 
not otherwise available in the Western 
Hemisphere, you'll be able to purchase 
usually impossible-to-find bottles then 
and there, with free delivery. Because 
we're talking about Japan, this party is 
going to be kawaii as hell, with a pika 
pika photo booth, dancing, curbside 
food trucks, and a whiff of opulence in- 
cluded with the $75 ticket. Kanpai! 


Sake Day 
Saturday, Oct. 3, 5-9 p.m., at the 
Armory, 1800 Mission. 
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SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


HAPPY HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 2:30 - 5 PM 





kirimachi 
ramen 


HOME OF TOKYO’S GYOKAI 
TONKOTSU AND TSUKEMEN 


MONDAY - SATURDAY 
10:30 AM - 8:00 PM 
SUNDAY 

4:00 - 8:00 PM 


FRESH NOODLES 
MADE DAILY! 


PARKING VALIDATION 


AVAILABLE! 


(415) 872-9171 
KIRIMACHI.COM 








2109Polk § 7SHarisonSt 1737 Haight 
345-0600 896-0700 668-5577 


ACCLAIMED 
INDIAN CUISINE 


OPEN EVERYDAY 


5:30PM — 10PM 3242 22” St. 


333 Bush 
421-0700 








3145 FILLMORE ST | 415.346.4900 
LASANSF.COM 
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Prime Rib Nights 


Every night 
at the Marina’s Best Kept Secret 


LIVE BLUES MAISNOC 6 NIGHTS 2 WEEK 
SPECIALIZING IN DINNER 4 & SHOW 
FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT 4 BAR 
TWO SHOWS A NMGHT 
ALL AGES CLUE 





The Brazen Hea 


Buchanan @ Greenwich / Bar opens at 4pm / Dinner nightly 59m-1am 
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Tel: (415) 921-7600 = www.brazenheadsf.com 





42 SEPTEMBER 24-30, 2015 LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE MUSIC 





HAVANA NIGHTS 


Cuba Libre 


By Brad Japhe 


When the U.S. announced the 
normalization of relations with Cuba, 
much attention was focused on the 
economic boon it would bring to the 
beleaguered nation. 

But the Caribbean’s largest isle is 
hardly the sole benefactor. Americans 
now have the opportunity to acquaint 
themselves with a foreign culture long 
shrouded in mystery. Whether it be 
through a guided excursion into the 
country — already far more feasible than 
many people realize — or through the 
exquisite spirits and cigars that will soon 
land upon our shores, the Cuban experi- 
ence is unfurling before our eyes. Here’s 
how to glean a more intimate glimpse. 

Cuba’s capital city of Havana is equal 
parts vibrant and gritty; it’s dilapidated 
and often seedy, but never menacing. 
It’s also at the very heart of the coun- 
try’s famed cocktail scene. Towering 
above the bustling promenades of Old 
Town, pinker than a flamingo, is the Ho- 
tel Ambos Mundos. In a city notoriously 
regarded as a relic of a bygone era, this 
historically preserved structure manages 
to tap into early-20th-century nostalgia 
like no other. At the edge of its bulky 
lobby is an unassuming lounge where 
barkeeps would fix Ernest Hemingway 
his signature cocktail. 

“If you want to know about a culture, 
spend a night in its bars,” noted the leg- 
endary author and drinker. 

For a proper taste of a Hemingway 
Daiquiri in a city where the name “Cas- 
tro” has quite a different association, 
Blackbird and 15 Romolo both toll that 
bell. Blackbird’s rendition, which re- 
mains off-menu, is a faithful recreation 
of what you'd taste at the Ambos Mun- 
dos lounge. It might even contain rum 
bootlegged straight from the Commu- 
nist regime — for added authenticity. 
Papa, it turns out, was a diabetic, and so 
his namesake libation supplants sugar 
with grapefruit juice to a tangy con- 
clusion, and 15 Romolo’s rendering is 
high-octane. With liberal doses of white 
rum and citrus zest, plus an almond-y 
note owing to a charge of maraschino 
liqueur, it drinks much more like El Papa 
Doble, a fiercer variation prepared for 
Hemingway at El Floridita, one of Hava- 
na’s most classic watering holes. 

Neither of these drinks, of course, 
can eclipse the prominence of Cuba’s 
most famous rum cocktail: the mojito. 
In the Mission, Destino pays a pitch-per- 
fect tribute to the classic mixer, with a 
version that’s refreshing and not overly 
sweet. Yet for a relatively straightfor- 
ward tipple, similarly impressive riffs can 
be frustratingly elusive in San Francisco. 
In Havana, it’s not a question of how 





Brad Japhe 


good it’s going to be, but how you might 
want it, because the drink’s allure comes 
from the particular type of mint used to 
prepare it. Cubans rely on yerba buena, 
which is slightly different than the more 
familiar mint most American bartenders 
use. Theirs is gentler, but they tend to 
apply it with a heavy hand. After mud- 
dling much of it with copious amounts of 
sugar at the bottom of the glass, and dif- 
fusing it with white rum, soda water, and 
lime juice, an almost shrub-sized sprig is 
generally used to top it all off. The result- 
ing drink is as much an experience for 
the nose as it is to the tongue. (A skilled 
drink-maker will slap the mint on the 
back of the hand before dropping it in, to 
release some added aromas.) 

At Plaza Vieja, in Old Town Havana, 
you can sip away the afternoon on mo- 
jitos spiked with a house-brewed beer. 
Either a crisp German-style lager or a 
Belgian-fashioned wit replaces the soda 
water in a traditional mojito, packing in 
a backdrop of spritely bitterness along 
with the fizz. Ask for this unusual elixir 
here in the city. Really. And pay no mind 
to the bartender’s incredulous gaze as he 
arranges it. 

At the core of most of these drinks 
is Cuba's highest-profile booze, Havana 
Club. It will be labeled as “Havanista” 
when it ventures north. Pernod Ricard, 
the French spirits company that now 
owns the rum brand, is positioned to 
have it stateside by 2016. When this 
happens, immediately seek out Pernod’s 
7-year-old Anejo Reserva. The brown 
liquor, aged in oak, sips like a cognac, 
with a luscious, velvety mouthfeel, 
and bottles will likely hit shelves in 
San Francisco priced to sell at around 
$25. Expect it to spread soon thereafter 
into cocktails at places like Nopa or 
Smuggler’s Cove, where plays on Cuban 
drinks already figure into the menu. 
Teeth SF (formerly Dr. Teeth) in the 
Mission featured an Old Cuban that 
riffed on rum and bitters; look for it 
to return with a more authentic flair. 
SOMA’s Bar Agricole, with a heavy focus 
on the spirit, also figures to be an early 
Cuban rum adopter. Whether you can 
make it to the island or not, with more 
than 50 years of soured relations to 
make right, there’s a whole hell of a lot 
of rum drinks to catch up on. 


Feedback@SFWeekly.com 
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Cloud 


Restaurant & Bar 








HAPPY HOUR SPECIAL 
TUES-SAT 5PM-QPM 
Ol stesteremeye 
Niman Ranch Burger 
or 
Mary’s Fried Chicken 


with a beer on draft 


668 HAIGHT ST. (at Pierce St.) 
Ld 415-558-8375 


-San Francisco: 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


v @DANNYCOYLES f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7P.M. 
Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


That Cutsine 
DINE-IN * TAKE OUT + DELIVERY 


aS ea 


CHABAATHAICUISINESF.COM 


Call for Catering Options and Discounts 
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Make-Out Room 


cd 
f 


THURS SEPT 24 6PM FREE 


CEMENT GARDEN 


GARAGE/PSYCH HAPPY HOUR 
w/ DJ TONEARM 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 
“GLAM NIGHT” 
DJS MEDIUM RARE & OMAR PEREZ 
70S GLAM, BUBBLEGUM, PROTOPUNK & 
HIGH ENERGY ROCK N’ ROLL! 


FRI SEPT 25 6PM FREE 


SHAKE APPEAL: HAPPY HOUR 


GARAGE, SOUL, PSYCH, GLAM, ROCK'N'ROLL W/ DJS 
GALINE MODMOSELLE, OMAR PEREZ, 
BARON VON WEST, & VALENTINO 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 
LAST NITE / 2 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
2000S INDIE DANCE PARTY 
POST PUNK, DANCE PUNK, FREAK FOLK, SYNTH 
POP, NU RAVE, CHILL-WAVE & GARAGE 


w/ DJS JAMIE JAMS & ROCKY 


SAT SEPT 26 6:30PM $7 
AN EARLY EVENING WITH 


RABBIT QUINN! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN SEPT 27 6:30PM 
$10 & UP, SLIDING SCALE 


BENEFIT FOR THE RIP TIDE! 


W/ BRAD BROOKS ¢ JOE GOLDMARK & THE 
SEDUCERS ¢ CHRIS VON SNEIDERN & PRAIRIE 
PRINCE TRIBUTE TO THE WHO « RED MEAT 
TOM HEYMAN ¢ COREY ALLEN PORTER 
¢ MORE TO COME! 


MON SEPT 28 6PM FREE 


DJ CANDY CRUSH HAPPY HOUR 
POWER POP, NEW WAVE, POST PUNK, GLAM, LO-FI! 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM FREE 


420 MINUTES 
LIKE MTVS 120 MINUTES ON DRUGS! 


TUES SEPT 29 6PM FREE 
ANCHOR BREWING PRESENTS 
DRINK STEAM W/ LOCAL MAKERS! 
WORKSHOP SF « DIY PROJECTS « 
INTERVIEW/Q&A WITH WORKSHOP SF 
FOUNDER KELLY MALONE ¢ CELEBRATING 
WORKSHOP SF'S BIRTHDAY 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 
LOW JAM 


cs 
@ 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WED SEPT 30 7PM $8 
BIG WEDNESDAY 
JEREMY WHEAT’S BIRTHDAY! 
CASEY LEY » DREW PLATT + KASEEM BENTLEY » JESSICA SELE 
A COMEDY SHOW WITH SOME VARIETY! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 
INT'L FREAKOUT A-GO-GO! 
60S 70S SOUL-FUNK-DISCO-POP-PSYCH FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 


DJS SPECIAL LORD B., BEN BRACKEN, BOBBY GANUSH! 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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“L CRACKED MY HEAD ON THE CEILING THE FIRST SHOW...” 


By Tony Ware 


Lorin Ashton’s future holds 
sold-out arenas and packed festival 
grounds, but his past is full of empty 
spaces. 

There were the various beaches, 
the artichoke fields in Watsonville, 
the wooded hillsides — all places that 
Ashton helped scout out as part of a 
group of young musicians who brought 
parties to places that initially held more 
potential than people. 

DJing, producing, and performing 
tirelessly under the name Bassnectar 
since 2002, Ashton has cemented his 
commitment to the twitchy melodies, 
physical force, and collective magnetism 
of heavy bass music. “The pie chart of 
my human being has really been about 
90 percent Bassnectar for 15 years or 
more,” he says. 

Powered by a do-it-yourself phi- 
losophy he maintains on “full fucking 
overdrive,” he can now effortlessly sell 
out the 8,000-capacity Bill Graham Civ- 
ic Auditorium or co-headline festivals 
such as this weekend’s two-day Bay 
Area Vibez event. Damian and Stephen 
Marley, Aloe Blacc, Super Cat, and many 
more will perform on Saturday, and 
Bassnectar and Nas will share the mar- 
quee slots on Sept. 27. 

But speak to the 37-year-old San 
Jose native about his musical evolu- 
tion and he’ll tell you about the impor- 
tance of those formative, pre-fame lo- 
cations and how they were more than 
lost weekends. 

“When I was at UC Santa Cruz 
[in the late ’90s] I was part of the 13 
Moontribe, which was a special group 
of friends that gathered at a coffee shop 
every Wednesday to talk about different 
lands we found where we could throw 
free parties on the full moon. 

“T’ve always looked at parties not 
only as a lover of music, but as an in- 
stigator of community, someone very 
much wanting to participate and bring 
people together to network with each 
other and enrich themselves.” 

Years removed from his moonlit 
nights appearing as “DJ Lorin,” Ash- 
ton now fiercely wobbles his long hair 
silhouetted against towering video 
screens, saturating Day-Glo bass heads 
with lasers and distending low-end rum- 
ble. Asked teasingly about the parallels 
between taming his hair and his audio 
files, he laughs and confirms he does 
have a head of split ends, as well as a 
musical sensibility to match where “ev- 
erything is interconnected but uniquely 
separated in its style or reference.” 


His highly tactile sonic interplay 
references the psychoactive melodies 
of open-air parties and a kick drum 
assault influenced by N.W.A. and Public 
Enemy, strafed with equal nods to trip- 
hop, acid jazz, drum ‘n’ bass and hippie 
drum circles. And this foundation of 
dilating funk dovetailed nicely with the 
rise of dubstep. 

Before becoming shorthand for 
unrelentingly aggressive mechanized 
bass drops, dubstep emerged from East 
London in the early 2000s as a conduit 
for dark riddims drawing from two- 
step garage, jungle, dub reggae, broken 
beat, and tech-house; mutating subbass 
seemed like the only common denom- 
inator. While Ashton’s strain of break- 
beat pressure is more chest-palpitating 
and grin-inducing than some of dub- 
step’s moodier originators, he carries on 
the tradition of pitch-bent tempo shifts 
in his recombinant style. 

Ashton’s sonic fringes have always 
included springy reggae and bangin’ hip- 
hop alongside wonky future bass, mak- 
ing Bay Area Vibez a perfect showcase. 
It’s not only an opportunity to test the 
elasticity and volume of his tonal coif; 
the show has personal resonance and 
will be dotted with references and sonic 
humor extending all the way to his roots. 

“Getting to play outside, down on 
the water in Oakland is something I’ve 
been begging my team to do forever. 
Then I heard it was Pretty [Damian 
Marley tour manager Albert ‘Pretty’ 
Cooke] and his family organizing it and 
it became something mandatory I play,” 
Aston says. “Pretty is a big presence, a 
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long dreadlocked Rastafarian dude who 
really took me under his wing in the late 
90s when I was opening for Spearhead. 
He'd laugh at me for setting up my gear 
on basically a fold-out kitchen table, 

tell me to get a black curtain to hang in 
front so people wouldn't be laughing 

at my legs. So it’s great to get to do this 
with him. Plus, it’s the only Bay Area 
play I have this year in celebration of 
the mixtape Into the Sun released back 
in June], and it’s my chance to play for 
all my friends, people who were at Bass- 
nectar shows in 1998, that became fans 
in 2008, and potential new fans. There’s 
such a history here; it feels like an ava- 
lanche of momentum.” 

Ashton’s aggregate of sounds and 
scenes has been snowballing from 
Northern California since he picked 
up a guitar at 16 to rebel against a 
conservative Christian upbringing and 
explore various shades of extreme. The 
influence of the underground led a 
young Ashton to put on free death met- 
al shows in the Cupertino Public Library 
basement. The tribal energy generated 
almost blew his mind. “I cracked my 
head on the ceiling the first show, and I 
had to go to the hospital,” he says. 

His interest in death metal led to an 
obsession with electronic music thanks 
to Stanford’s radio station, KZSU. “Td re- 
cord the death metal show late at night 
and my tape would turn over while I was 
sleeping and record the experimental 
techno show,’ says Ashton, who took 
that chance discovery as a sign to search 
out San Francisco’s warehouse raves. 

“T loved the dynamic of the hardcore 





psychedelic acid trance main floor and 
the side chillout room where people 
were fearlessly playing a record of wa- 
terfall sound effects into a record of 
storybook spoken word into another of 
chanting Gregorian monks,” he recalls. 
“It sounded like artistic collages.” 

That freeform, overlapping aesthetic 
has served Ashton well as he transi- 
tioned far beyond dorm parties, com- 
mandeered beaches, and five short gigs a 
night at Burning Man. He has been part 
of waves of what he calls “youth culture 
riot music” without getting caught in 
the current. “You can talk about genre 
all day, but I talk about it as different 
levels of intensity. Even my Exhumed 
and death metal influences get slipped 
in still, but you wouldn't know it. They 
rarely take the concrete shape of a gui- 
tar; it’s more in the heaviness.” 

Even though he says Bassnectar may 
condense to a six-month-on/six-month- 
off model so he can “appreciate being 
in the present” rather than worrying 
about expanding, Ashton promises to be 
in “maniac art mode” when active. The 
“long-haired stoner” that never fit in at 
Bellarmine College Preparatory school 
still sees the Bay Area Vibez show as 
just another open field, scouted out by a 
friend, and ready to be serenaded. 


Bassnectar 

plays Bay Area Vibez at Middle 
Harbor Shoreline Parkin Oakland 
Sept. 27. Tickets are $85-400; 
www.bayareavibez.com 


Feedback@SFWeekly.com 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


“PERFORMANCE IS MY GREATEST STRENGTH, BUT IT'S ALSO MY GREATNESS WEAKNESS” 


Sam Herring: 
The Late-Night 
Big Bad Wolf 


By Matt Saincome 


Samuel Herring was five years 
old the first time he performed in front 
of a crowd. Dressed in a homemade Big 
Bad Wolf costume for a kindergarten 
class production of “The Three Little 
Pigs,” Herring fell in love with the rush 
of eliciting a response from an audience. 

“T was a pretty good big bad wolf. 

I got all the laughs, man — all the 
laughs,” Herring recalls. “That’s prob- 
ably when I fell in love with perfor- 
mance: that first time in the kinder- 
garten classroom. Then in another play 
in the school gym when I was seven 
years old, singing a couple songs. That 
one was the first time I performed for 
a large group of people, and I loved it. 
I’ve been at it from then on.” 

Herring was destined for the stage, 
but the art form he would take up 
wasn't theatre (at least not in the 
classical sense). On his 13th birthday, 
his brother gifted him De La Soul’s 
Buhloone Mindstate, Digable Planets’ 
Blowout Comb, and Channel Live’s Sta- 
tion Identification. He was hooked. He 
fell in love with hip-hop, and, within a 
year, he again found himself on stage 
— this time to partake in freestyle 
rap battles. 

“Long before Future Islands ever ex- 
isted, I was an MC,” Herring says. “As a 
teenager figuring out who | was in this 
world, that was the first thing — as my 
mind opened — where I said, ‘this is 
what I am.” 

Hip-hop gave young Herring a voice 
to speak strongly about himself. It also 
granted him insight into lives and cul- 
tures that he, as a suburban white kid, 
hadn’t known. When speaking about 
how he translates emotion to audience 
members, a line by Bronx rapper KRS- 
One, one of Herring’s earliest influenc- 
es and heroes, comes to his mind. 

“While you were home with your 
mother afraid of the dark, I was chill- 
ing out at Prospect Park, eating one 
meal every 48 hours,” Herring recites. 
“That line stills gives me chills, because 
of the truth of a struggle and the pain 
of it. For the people who don’t under- 
stand what I do, so much of what I do 
in performance is about that. It’s want- 
ing to explain my personal struggle in 
a raw way.” 

Future Islands’ performances (like 
the one happening Friday, Sept. 25 at 
the Fox Theater in Oakland) are about 
heartbreak and vulnerability, with 
Herring often punching himself (or 
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the air) and collapsing on stage ina 
pile of tears. With that ego disrobing 
comes the bold, undeniably original set 
of dance moves that helped rocket the 
band’s performance on The Late Show 
With Dave Letterman around the inter- 
net and back. 

“It’s a way of expressing different 
sides of the ego. I don’t know if that’s 
weird but I realized there’s a very dif- 
ferent person I can be when I want to 
say something strongly with hip-hop 
and there’s another person when I 
want to express myself through heart- 
break with Future Islands,” Herring 
says. “Life is a contrasting wave. We 
aren't always one way.” 

After spending years sleeping on 
floors (or in the van) while touring the 
world for $50 a night, Future Islands 
experienced a boom in recognition 
they had almost given up on ever see- 
ing. The band’s concert in Santa Cruz, 
a few months after Letterman, was 
moved from its original booking in a 








Mike Vorassi 


100-person room to a 1,000-person 
room, and sold out — fast. As the Let- 
terman clip became the most-watched 
musical performance in the show’s 
history, each city was a similar story. 
Crowds grew, the press swooned, and 
festival slots opened up. The secret was 
out: Herring, known at the small, DIY 
venues the band frequented on tour 
for surprising audience members by 
looking directly into their eyes, had 
looked late-night America in the eyes 
and elicited a visceral response not due 
to a Big Bad Wolf costume, but because 
of an open and vulnerable performance 
few can manage. 

“Performance is my greatest 
strength, but it’s also my greatness 
weakness — looking for respect, seek- 
ing validation,” Herring says. 


Future Islands and the Operators 
play 8 p.m. at the Fox Theater in 
Oakland on Friday, Sept. 25. Tickets 
are $30-50. 
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THU, SEP 24 


Sapptle- 
VIBE STREET 


SAT, SEP 26 
OH LAND 
_ PANIC IS PERFECT 


SUN, SEP 27 


THE LEMONHEADS 
| DUMB NUMBERS 


WED, SEP 30 


ALGIERS / 
Ti 


GODFLESH 
PRURIENT 


PRI, OCT 2 


HE'S MY BROTHER 
SHES MY SISTER 
KERA & THE LESBIANS 
BLACK HOLE OSCILLATORS 
SUN, OCT 4 


COMEDY NIGHT AT THE INDY 
PARTIALLY SEATED 


MIKE LAWRENCE 
MON, OCT 5 


VACATIONER 
GREAT GOOD FINE OK 


FRI, OCT 9 
HUSHCONCERTS PRESENTS 


YOUNGBLOOD 
BRASS BAND 
SAT, OCT 10 
WILD CHILD 
MAX FROST, FLOWER PUNKS 


SUN, OCT TI 


PATRICK WATSON 
BLOOD AND GLASS 


MON, OCT 12 


ISRAEL VIBRATION 
REGGAE ANGELS 


PRI, OCT 16 
TREASURE ISLAND NIGHT SHOW 


ALBERT HAMMOND JR. 
DAY WAVE 


bAM FRANCISCO TICSETFLY.COM & O77 495.9649 
sd tam orm 10 Fm 2HOW NIGHTS 
"Ows ® STHMTPAL ADMISSION | VERY LAMENTED S247ING 
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- APEC ComCeeTs . ‘~~, 
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AN EVENING WITH 
DEAN WEEN GROUP 


626 GYWESADEPO FT. 4 
' Al @O% Geers. | 
wD 415. 771.142) ‘ 
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PS <eloseet 


ELBO ROOM 1S LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANCE TICKETS WWW. BROWNPAPERTICKETS. COM 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24°9:30 PMT 
30 BEFORE: TM) $10 Gs 


BANZILIAN EATS BREAKS 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
4:30PM<$10 


SWAGGER-LIKEUS PRESENTS 
FETISH: 


A PRE-FOLSOM-QUEER:RAGE WITH-RESIDENT 


Dd BAVO 


AND ‘GUEST, DJS 


OND4 & BIANGA-OBLIVION 


HOSTED BY: KEELY:LOVEMONSTER 
& BIANCA” OBLIVION 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER;26-9PM ~ $10 
OAN FRANPSYEHD- PRESENTS 


HUNGRY: SKINNY 
HIBBITY-DIBBITY 
STRANGE HOTEL 

AIR: SURGEON 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
9PM. --FREE BEFORE 9:30 /$6.AFTER 


DUB: MISSION 


PRESENTS-THE-BEST-IN-DUB, 
ROOTS: REGGAE-G- DANCEHALL WITH 


DS: SEP: 


“PANDE®: 


MANEESH the: TWISTER 


(SURVATDUB/KPFA) 

MONDAY, “SEPTEMBER 28 9PM - $7 
COLOR TV 
SEMINARS. (tx: POLIETEETH/SEATTLE, WA), 
SIN-BADScHLWAUKEE, Wl) 
ano Du CONAN: ‘NEUTRON 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 59°9PW - $7 


SAN MATIZ 


-GRINGA: 
NEE: ACOUSTIC 
WEDNESDAY ‘SEPTEMBER 30 9PM 


$10-ADV./S112 DOOR 
LUCIFER“S HAMMER PRESENTS 


NECURA BUNCET 


(ROMANIA) 
No “(CECAND) 
NIO. (FEAT DAVIDE’TISO-OPEPHEL DUATH) 
~MOFSED-~ 


THURSDAY;, OGTOBER 1: 9PM 
310: ADY, /S1F-DOOR 
THEKEY OF LGHTTOUR 


KINC DUDE 


(NOT JUST*RELIGIOUS MUSIG/SEATTLE, WA) 


FOLE-GRAS 
SCREATURE 


46 SEPTEMBER 24-30, 2015 








LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUE-SUN ‘til 2AM+...& MON with a Fillmore Show) 
“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 
4PM 'til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS /S4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


THURSDAY SEPT 24 





FRIDAY SEPT 25 $10 ADV 
(9:15pm - 1:15am) 


RRRRRAREREREREREEEEERE ER E 


“LATE NIGHT’ 


(1:30am - 4:30am +) 


ReRRERERERER * * 


Tania 
AFTERPARTY 
SHOW 


FEATURING: 
“ADAM DEITCH" 
(LETTUCE), 
“WILL BLADES* 
(STANTON MOORE TRIO), 
“REED MATHIS* 
(TEA LEAF GREEN), 
“SHADY HORNS® 
Cag aU 
“VICTOR LITTLE* 
(BOOKER T, ROBERT WALTER) 


& *DJ KEVVY KEV* (WU-TANG DJ) 
SATURDAY SEPT 26 $10 ADV 





as 
& very special guests for 
ELISE’S LATE NIGHT BIRTHDAY JAM 


SUNDAY SEPT 27 FREE Party! 


Freestyle Hip-Hop 


THURSDAY OCT 1 $10 ADV 


FRIDAY OCT 2 $12 ADV 


SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Dancefloor 
Evolution 


By Chris Zaldua 


The history of electronic music 
moves in fits and spurts. Paradigm shift 
theory — in which entire worldviews are 
subsumed and laid to rest when new sci- 
ence and knowledge renders them obsolete 
— is applicable to more than just episte- 
mology. It explains an awful lot about the 
development and evolution of electronic 
music, too: innovators are hard to come by, 
but copycats are everywhere. (That's not a 
value judgment, by the way, because the 
“copycats” have certainly written some ex- 
cellent music.) It’s the artists who break 
from the past and relentlessly pursue their 
own path that end up paving the way for 
the rest to follow. Enter Pearson Sound. 
The young Briton (he’s in his mid- 
20s, but his boyish features make him 
appear perpetually 16) has been releas- 
ing records for almost a decade now, 
first as Ramadanman, now as Pearson 
Sound, with the occasional detour 
under his given name, David Kennedy. 
He came up as dubstep in the U.K. was 
hitting its peak, cutting his teeth at 
London clubs like FWD>> and Plastic 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


As You Like It presents Prosumer and 
Murat Tepeli at Monarch, 9 p.m.-4 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 25. $15-$20; monarchsf.com 
As You Like It's five-year-anniversary-cele- 
bration blowout continues with this most 
intimate event featuring European house 
geniuses Prosumer and Murat Tepeli inside 
Monarch’'s basement rave cave. Prosumer 
earned his chops at Panorama Bar, the Ber- 
lin-based sister club to Berghain, and he's 
without a doubt one of the most fun house 
music DJs in the world; listening to his se- 
lections of deep, soulful house and jackin’ 
acid tracks, it’s easy to transport yourself 
back to the days when this sound was 
fresh, new, and exciting. He’s joined by Mu- 
rat Tepeli, a producer and DJ who has 
worked closely with Prosumer, together re- 
sponsible for one of the best arms-in-the- 
air plano house anthems of the last few 
years (the “Hold Me, Touch Me” remix of Te- 
peli’s “Forever’). Local hero and Honey 
Soundsystem resident DJ Jason Kendig 
joins As You Like It resident Mike Gushan- 
sky to warm up the floor. 


Bodyshock presents Front 242, 

Youth Code, and Inhalt at Mezzanine, 

9 p.m.-1:30 a.m. Friday, Sept. 25. $33; 
mezzaninesf.com 

It's impossible to imagine modern dance 
music without Front 242. The Belgian act, 
which launched as a duo in 1981 and eventu- 
ally swelled to a 5-piece band, is one of the 
most influential electronic artists of the 
past 30 years. The band’s rhythmic, arpeg- 
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People, incubators of the dubstep sound. 


His early work borrowed from dubstep 
(140 beats per minute, heavy sub-bass, 
2-step rhythms) and added heavily 
syncopated percussion with a vague 
Afro-Caribbean flavor alongside moody, 
ethereal synth pads. A few short years 
later, he launched his own record label, 
Hessle Audio, in conjunction with fellow 
producer Pangaea and DJ wiinderkind 
Ben UFO, and began putting out ce- 
rebral, cutting-edge dance music that 
launched dubstep into the stratosphere 
and well beyond. The gauntlet had been 
thrown; the paradigm had shifted. 
These days, as Pearson Sound, he’s 


giated sound borrowed freely from post- 
punk, synthpop, and new wave, synthesizing 
it into something new, which it called “elec- 
tronic body music.” EBM is stamped all over 
‘90s techno and house and even the pro- 
to-EDM of Justice and friends in the mid- 
‘00s. For all intents and purposes, the band 
hasn't released anything worthwhile since 
1993. But that really doesn't matter, because 
its back catalog is pristine, and word on the 
Street is the live show this year is stronger 
than it's ever been. Supporting are throw- 
back-industrial act Youth Code from L.A., 
and local synthpop geniuses Inhalt, whose 
opening set is not to be missed. 


Blasthaus and Lights Down Low present 
KiNK and Gui Boratto at Mighty, 10 
p.m.-3 a.m. Friday, Sept. 25. $25; 
mighty119.com 

As magical as a top-notch DJ set by a skilled 
selector can be - something I've tried my 
best to capture in this column - electronic 
music performed live has a different energy, 
in which the call-and-response feedback 
loop between audience and performer be- 
comes tangible in a distinctly exciting way. 


KiNK, a producer from Bulgaria, makes warm, 


inviting house and techno inspired by classic 
U.S. sounds from Chicago and New York; he is 
the consummate live electronic musician, 
using an array of hardware, computers, and 
controllers to reconstruct his tracks on the 
fly, improvising to match the energy of the 
crowd. (He also always performs with a mas- 
Sive smile on his face, and is known to some- 


—— 
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Sima Korenivski 


producing world-class, bass-heavy music 
that sounds unlike anything else out 
there. He’s also become a phenomenal 
DJ, and Friday, for Parameter’s one-year 
anniversary, he’s playing an open-to- 
close extended DJ set: six hours of bass 
music, techno, house, and everything in 
between. This is a chance to see a true 
innovator flex his muscles and show you 
what he’s all about — don’t miss it. 


Parameter presents 

Pearson Sound 

(Extended Set) at F8, 10 p.m.-4a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 25. $18-$20; 
feightsf.com 


times extend his gear out to front-row 
crowds, letting them improvise, too.) Also 
performing live is Gui Boratto, a Brazilian 
multi-instrumentalist-turned-synth-guru 
who crafts effortlessly melodic deep house - 
and who's unafraid to get shamelessly poppy 
when needed. 


Public Works presents and INeSIGHT 
present Recondite, DJ Tennis, Roman 
Flugel, and PBR Streetgang at Public 
Works, 9:30 p.m.-5 a.m. Saturday, 

Sept. 26. $23-$30; publicsf.com 

Few “underground” artists manage to cross 
over into mainstream success, but Recon- 
dite seems to be managing it handily. The 
German-born producer launched with a se- 
ries of melodic techno whitelabel records 
pressed on his own label, Plangent, which 
quickly built a buzz and led to releases on 
larger labels. Soon after, he began playing 
live all over Europe, and his profile grew 
with each successive gig; it's no surprise, 
because Recondite manages to be emotive, 
atmospheric, and dancefloor-ready all at 
once, checking off all the boxes among vari- 
ous crowds. This heavily stacked lineup also 
features DJ Tennis, the Italian DJ whose Life 
& Death record label is at the epicenter of 
this newfound moody, melodic techno 
sound; Roman Fligel, an oldschool German 
producer and DJ who's forgotten more 
techno than most of us will ever know; and 
in the Loft, PBR Streetgang, a British dis- 
co-house duo who'll provide the perfect an- 
tidote to the techno downstairs. 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major 
shows and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are inthe 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY 9/24 


Against Me: W/ Annie Girl and the Flight, Cayetana, 
8 p.m., $21-$45.95, www.axs.com/. Slim's, 333 
Tith St., San Francisco, 255-0333. 

Birds of Chicago: W/ John Elliott, Steve Poltz, 8 
p.m., $16-$21. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, San Francisco, 885-0750. 

Chris Cornell: Solo acoustic performance, 8 
p.m., $50-$60 advance. Wells Fargo Center for 
the Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 
107-546-3600. 

Coeur de Pirate: 8 p.m., $22. Bimbo's 365 Club, 
1025 Columbus, San Francisco, 474-0365. 

Mick Jenkins: W/ Stwo, 8 p.m., $20-$22. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San 
Francisco, 673-5716. 

0.A.R.: 8 p.m., $30.50-$33. The Regency Ballroom, 
1300 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 673-5716. 

Rachael Yamagata: W/ My Name Is You, 9 p.m., 
$22.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 
Francisco, 346-6000. 


FRIDAY 9/25 


AC/DC: W/ Vintage Trouble, 8 p.m., $59.50-S110 
advance, apeconcerts.com. AT&T Park (Giants’ 
Ballpark), 24 Willie Mays Plaza, San Francisco, 
972-1800. 

Brigitte: 9 p.m., $20. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 
Columbus, San Francisco, 474-0365. 

Epica: W/ Eluveitie, The Agonist, 7 p.m., $25-$27. 
The Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco, 673-5716. 

Future Islands: W/ Operators, 8 p.m., sold out. 
Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-548-3010. 

George Thorogood & The Destroyers: 8 p.m., 
$36-$46. Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 
Mark W. Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600. 

Mavis Staples & Joan Osborne: Solid Soul: 8 p.m., 
$39.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 
Francisco, 346-6000. 
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Against Me performs 
on Thursday, Sept. 24, 
at Slim's. 
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THURSDAY 9/24 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, S.F., 441-2922. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F., 863-4027. ‘My So-Called 
Night,” ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez & 
Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F., 621-4434. ‘‘Xcess Thurs- 
days," w/ resident DJs Krazy, Becky Knox, and Frisko 
Eddy, 9 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F., 703-8964. “Class of 84,” 
w/ DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, 
and guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.), www. 
facebook.com/pages/Thursday-nights-at-Cat- 
Club/191272240888168. 


Natalia Lafourcade: 9 p.m., $38-$85, 777-1715, 
www.axs.com/. Social Hall SF, 1300 Van Ness 
Avenue, San Francisco, 673-5716. 

The Payback: A Benefit for Compass Family 
Services: W/ Eddie Roberts, Zigaboo Modeliste, 
Robert Walter, Reed Mathis, Mike Dillon, Jennifer 
Hartswick, Adryon de Leon, Mike Olmos, Daniel 
Casares, 9 p.m., $25-$30. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 885-0750. 


SATURDAY 9/26 


Arijit Singh: 8 p.m., $43-$196 advance. Oracle 
Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland, 510-569-2121. 

The Avener: 9 p.m., $16-$20, 777-1715, www.axs. 
com/. Social Hall SF, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San 
Francisco, 673-5716. 

Bay Area Vibez Festival: W/ Damian “Jr. Gong” 
Marley, Nas, Stephen “Ragga” Marley, Meshell 
Ndegeocello, Morgan Heritage, Tarrus Riley, 
Fishbone, Richie Spice, Fiji, Wayne, Jo Mersa, 
Krooked Treez, Black Am-I, Skip Marley, Forrest 
Day, The Courtney John Project, Queen Omega, 
I-Live, $65-$159 per day (or $120-$299 for 
weekend pass), bayareavibez.com. Middle 
Harbor Shoreline Park, Middle Harbor, Oakland, 
510-627-1111. 

Beyond Wonderland Bay Area: 1-11 p.m., $199+ 
advance for weekend pass, insomniac.com. 
Shoreline Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, Moun- 
tain View, 650-967-3000. 

Chelsea Wolfe: W/ Wovenhand, 9 p.m., $18-$20. 
The Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco, 673-5716. 

Chris Cornell: Solo acoustic performance, 7:30 
p.m., $40.50-$70.50 advance. Paramount The- 
atre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400. 

Grace Jones: 8 p.m., $55-$75 advance. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-548-3010. 

Mew: W/ The Dodos, 9 p.m., $25 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 346-6000. 

OMF Oakland Music Festival 2015: 12 p.m., $25 
advance, oaklandmusicfestival.com. Multiple 
Bay Area Locations, Multiple addresses, San 
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INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 
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OZOKIDZ SHOW AT 3PM! 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21 


MESES’? | 
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ON SALE 
BID APANN IOAN ao 


FRIDAY! 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


MEW 


THE DODOS 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $25.00 


TOBIAS JESSO JR. 


WET 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $22.50 


CATFISH & 
THE BOTTLEMEN 


JAMIE N COMMONS 


OCTOBER 1 & 2 
THU: DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 $27.50 
FRI: DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $27.50 


THE WORD: 


ROBERT RANDOLPH, 
JOHN MEDESKI, 
NORTH MISSISSIPPI 
ALLSTARS 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $27.50 


CONOR OBERST, 


M. WARD 
& THE FELICE BROTHERS 


ticketmaster.com 
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THE? 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 
= , 2 ary my 5 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 
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Wi aDINTESDY VAN ANION Vay.0n 
& THURSDAY, JANUARY 21 


AVIS STAPLES 
& JOAN OSBORNE 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 


THIS 
FRIDAY! 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $29.50 


HIATUS KAIYOTE 


KNXWLEDGE 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $25.00 


THE LONE BELLOW 


ANDERSON EAST 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $21.50 


AER 


CODY SIMPSON, CHEF’SPECIAL 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $20.00 


BATTLES 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 
| DIOTO) AOR as) s (Od Ao eenee) 


XAVIER RUDD 
& THE UNITED NATIONS 


CHADWICK STOKES 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER I1 
DOORS 6:30/ SHOW 7:30 ¢ $25.00 


ZZ WARD 


MARC SCIBILIA, THE YOUNG WILD 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $29.50 


BLUES TRAVELER 


MATT JAFFE & THE DISTRACTIONS 


Mg 
CHEAP PETE’S 3 eee 
frame factory outlet LAGUNITAS, Ce) Peps! Cl t [ 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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UPCOMING SHOWS 


D-HEADLIMING SHOWA 
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LITOUAEE PRESENTS 

The Smart Set: An 

tvening of Clevern 

TREASURBE GLAAD RIiGT SHOW 
Pratt 


TREASURE SLANT NIiteT OHTA 


SWEDISHAME RICANHALLSF.COM 
2174 MARKET STREET, SF 


SATURDAY OC TObER SRD 


CASTRO THEATRE 
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Emperor 


Bin weland 


COCKTAILS 
PATIO 


BEER 
melee 


SHUFFLE BOARD 


OPEN NOON «2 AM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
HAPPY HOUR 
M-f 12 NOON ® 7 PM 
UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


510 LARKIN at turk 
the tenderloin 


415 926 8118 


boozeland 
emperornortons.com 





RATED 5 STARS 
ON AMAZON.COM 





“DON JUAN IN THE 
DRIVER’S SEAT” 
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The Payback: A Benefit for Compass Family 
Services: W/ Eddie Roberts, Zigaboo Modeliste, 
Robert Walter, Reed Mathis, Mike Dillon, Jennifer 
Hartswick, Adryon de Leon, Mike Olmos, Daniel 
Casares, 9 p.m., $25-$30. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 885-0750. 

Sixth Annual SuperHero Street Fair: $10-$50 
advance. Islais Creek, Third St. & Cesar Chavez, 
San Francisco. 

Super Diamond: 9 p.m., $23. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 
Columbus, San Francisco, 474-0365. 


SUNDAY 9/27 


Bay Area Vibez Festival: W/ Damian ‘Jr. Gong” 
Marley, Nas, Stephen “Ragga” Marley, Meshell 
Ndegeocello, Morgan Heritage, Tarrus Riley, 
Fishbone, Richie Spice, Fiji, Wayne, Jo Mersa, 
Krooked Treez, Black Am-I, Skip Marley, Forrest 
Day, The Courtney John Project, Queen Omega, 
I-Live, $65-$159 per day (or $120-$299 for 
weekend pass), bayareavibez.com. Middle 
Harbor Shoreline Park, Middle Harbor, Oakland, 
510-627-1111. 

Benise: Strings of Passion: 2 p.m., $39-$95 
advance. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San 
Francisco, 567-6642. 

Beyond Wonderland Bay Area: 1-10 p.m., $199+ 
advance for weekend pass, insomniac.com. 


The Cellar: 685 Sutter, S.F., 441-5678. ‘*X0," 10 p.m., 
$5, facebook.com/PartyXO0. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, S.F., 421-8700. “Trend 
Thursdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F., 864-2877. “#Homo,” 9 p.m., 
free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, S.F., 431-1151. 1999," w/ VJ Mark 
Andrus, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/1999sf. 


Rock 


AC/DC 


Shoreline Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, 
Mountain View, 650-967-3000. 

Folsom Street Fair 2015: 11 a.m.-6 p.m., donation, 
folsomstreetfair.org. Folsom Street, Folsom St., 
San Francisco. 

Huun-Huur-Tu: 8 p.m., $26. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 885-0750. 


MONDAY 9/28 


Years & Years: W/ Tei Shi, 8 p.m., $22.50 advance. 
The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 346- 
6000. 


TUESDAY 9/29 


Marty Friedman: W/ Exmortus, 7:30 p.m., $25. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco, 885-0750. 


WEDNESDAY 9/30 


Catfish & The Bottlemen: W/ Jamie N Commons, 8 
p.m., $22.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco, 346-6000. 

Cimorelli: W/ The Johnsons, 8 p.m., $20.00 - $75.00, 
777-1715, www.axs.com/. Social Hall SF, 1300 Van 
Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 673-5716. 

Thievery Corporation: 8 p.m., $49.50 advance. 
Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-548-3010. 





Temple: 540 Howard, S.F., 978-9942. “Next Level 
Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F., 864-7386. “Bubble,” 
10 p.m., free, facebook.com/LowerHaightbubble. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F., 512-7493. “Groove The- 
ory,” w/ DJ Natural & Landol, 10 p.m., free. 





AC/DC and Vintage Trouble, 7:45 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 25 at AT&T Park. Tickets are $59-$110; 
http://sanfrancisco.giants.mlb.com/sf/ballpark 


Between the failing health of guitarist Malcolm Young and the bevy of problems 
associated with drummer Phil Rudd, AC/DC has endured and still managed to spit 
out a fine record last year, the aptly titled Rock Or Bust. Die-hard fans know the 
band tours all too infrequently these days; it’s not like any of the core band mem- 
bers are hurting for cash. The band is playing its first San Francisco show since 
1979, and, by all accounts, it may be its last. Brian Johnson still sounds as if his vo- 
cal warm-ups include eating sandpaper and drinking shots of whiskey, but that’s 
part of the band’s lure. Come to hear classics including (but definitely not limited 
to) “Back in Black,” “T.N.T.,” and “Sin City” and enjoy spilling your beer each time a 
cannon goes off to enda song. If you've never been to one of the band’s shows be- 
fore, bring earplugs and prepare for a loud crowd that sings along even when they 
don’t know the words. Chances are you'll be deaf for work the following Monday, 
and your poor ears will be ringing all weekend long. Eddie Jorgensen 
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' THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


TI1PM: LIVE MASHUP B 


SMASH-UP ASA meee 
Js: BRASS TAX 


n vit! 3 MARKY RAY, 
HAUTE MESS & more 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP D 


MYSTERIOUS 


RAW-BURT 


N BDINGHT MASHUP SHOW: ELECTROSEXUAL 
iALIST BRAMANI QUINN ots: ADRIAN & MATT HITE 


SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 26 
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AND FREDDY, KING OF PANTS 


Goth, Rock 


CHELSEA WOLFE 


Chelsea Wolfe and Wovenhand, 9 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 26, at 
Regency Ballroom, $18-20; www.theregencyballroom.com 


If you've been looking for a reason to don corpse paint and black clothes but can’t handle the 
extremity of black metal, Chelsea Wolfe is your ticket to ride the goth train. Although point 
of origin shouldn't be an issue, Wolfe cut her canines in Sacramento and now resides in 
Southern California. And while her disdain for her former city is obvious to many from the 
state’s capital, she has effectively erased it from her own history. Her latest album on Sargent 
House is called Abyss, and it’s as dark and complex as her personality. Abyss’s sound is largely 
the result of Wolfe’s well-documented sleep problems, with dream sequences and references 
to tough topics like suicide (see the intense “Iron Moon,” for example). Diamanda Galas’ suc- 
cessor has been crowned, and Ms. Wolfe is just getting started. This is sure to be a dark affair, 
so dress the part or prepare to face ridicule at the door. Eddie Jorgensen 


Shaina Hedlund 


© PUBLICWORKS 
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PUBLIC WORKS PRESENTS 


CRAZY P 
SOUND SYSTEM 


PUBLIC WORKS & IN-SIGHT PRESENT 


RECONDITE ww: 
DARTS 


ROMAN FLUGEL 
PBR STREETGANG 
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AS YOU LIKE IT 
5 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CLOSING PARTY 


ier ANS BANGS i 
‘D):; ip DANIEL BELL 


JOHN TEJADA 


LOUNGE: 
HIP HOP 


POOILRPART Y 
with DJs: SHYBOY «@ 


GIEGLING SHOWCASE IN LOFT 
EDWARD - DJ DUSTIN » KONSTANTIN 


WEDNESDAY 9.23 WEDNESDAY 9.30 
SF PUNK RENAISSANCE 2015: TUNNEL VISION BAY AREA GLOBAL HEALTH FILM FESTIVAL 


FRIDAY 9.25 THURSDAY 10.1 
BEARRACUDA: FOLSOM FRIDAY HUSH CONCERTS: JON H OF FORT KNOX FIVE 


TUESDAY 9.29 SUNDAY 10.4 
NPR’S THE MOTH: STORY SLAM REAL BAD: RECOVERY 


MORE INFO @ PUBLICSF.COM 
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Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F., 621-9294. ‘‘Peaches,” 
w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/peachesladydjcrew. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F., 648-1047. Bluegrass & 
Old-Time Music Jam Session, Last Thursday of every 
month, 8 p.m., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F., 831-5620. Acoustic 
Open Mic with Josh Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., S.F., 615-0916. cRoss- 
Rhodes, 8 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F., 751-1122. Tipsy 
House, fourth Thursday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, S.F., 400-0555. Kamikaze 
Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F., 931-3600. Steve Lucky & 
The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F., 550-8667. 
Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, S.F., 285-3369. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 
Zingari: 501 Post, S.F., 885-8850. Barbara Ochoa, 

7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, S.F., 646-0018. 
Flamenco Fusion World Music Cafe, 8 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F., 440-7414. 
Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Tupelo: 1337 Green, S.F., 981-9177. G.G. Amos, fourth 
Thursday of every month, 9 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, S.F., 550-8286. Sundance 
Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, S.F., 255-5971. 
LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., $6-$15 sliding scale, 
outsound.org. 


FUNK 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F., 771-1420. 
Lettuce, 9 p.m., $29.50-$30. 


FRIDAY 9/25 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F., 991-1015. Julio Bash- 
more, 10 p.m., $15 advance. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F., 863-4027. “Manimal,” 9 
p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F., 621-4434. “Boy Bar,” 9 
p.m., $5, guspresents.com. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F., 703-8964. ‘Dark Shadows,” 
w/ resident DJs Daniel Skellington & Melting Girl, 
fourth Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 
before 10 p.m.), facebook.com/clubdarkshadows. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, S.F., 441-5678. “F-T.S.: For the 
Story,’ 10 p.m. 

The Factory: 525 Harrison, S.F., 538-7977. “Full Fetish 
San Francisco," 10 p.m., $40-$50. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, S.F., 421-8700. “Flight 
Fridays," 10 p.m., $20. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F., 241-0202. “'l 
D the ‘90s,” w/ DJs Samala, Teo, Mr. Grant, & Sonny 
Phono, fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5, 
www.iheartthe90s.com. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F., 625-8880. Front 242, 
Youth Code, Inhalt, DJs BLK Rainbow & Crack- 
whore, 9 p.m., $33, facebook.com/pages/Body- 
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shock/486319994748471. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F., 284-9774. “On&0On,” w/ 
Matthew Dekay, 10 p.m., $15 advance, ononsf.com. 

Oasis: 298 lith St., S.F., 985-4442. “iClub Papi!,” 
fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $12-$15, 
clubpapi.com. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, S.F., 825-0338. ““OMGF,” 9:30 p.m. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F., 932-0955. “Bearracuda: 
Folsom Friday,” w/ DJs Tony Moran, Matt Effect, 
Freddy Kop, and Medic, 9 p.m., $20 advance, be- 
arracuda.com. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, S.F., 431-1151. “Club Raven,” w/ DJ 
Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F., 626-0880. “Loaded,” 
w/ DJs Dugg, C-Pap, Ghost Dad, and guests, fourth 
Friday of every month, 8 p.m., $3. 

Temple: 540 Howard, S.F., 978-9942. ‘Future Factory,” 
10 p.m., $10-$15. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F., 864-7386. “Studio 
3AM,” fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m., face- 
book.com/3amDevices. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, S.F., 278-9474. “Back & 4th," w/ 
resident DJ Jayvi Velasco, fourth Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F., 512-7493. 4th Fridays with 
DJ Lady Char, fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free before 11 p.m. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, S.F., 938-7173. “80s vs. 
‘90s," w/ resident DJ Mr. E, fourth Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., S.F., 615-0916. Ivor 
Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, S.F., 437-0100. 
“Breakfast with Enzo,” w/ Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $7, 
www.enzogarcia.com. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F., 648-1047. Quinoa 
Co-Op, fourth Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, S.F., 586-3733. Chuck 
Peterson Quintet, fourth Friday of every month, 5:30 
p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F., 397-5397. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F., 
616-6916. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F., 885-8850. Joyce Grant, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F., 970-0012. Baxtalo Drom, 
International shimmying for lovers of Balkan music, 
belly dancers, and burlesque., fourth Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $10-$15, facebook.com/pages/ 
Baxtalo-Drom-The-Lucky-Road/509158232438278. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F., 826-9287. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, S.F., 550-8286. ‘Dance 
Fridays,” weekly salsa & bachata party, 7:30 p.m., 
facebook.com/DanceSalsaOnFriday. 


BLUES 


LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, S.F., 701-1300. Friday Night Blues, 
weekly blues dance lessons and DJ party, 8 p.m., 
$11-$15, sundownblues.com/friday-night-blues.html. 

The Royale: 800 Post, S.F., 441-4099. Allister Peera 
Blues Band, Last Friday of every month, 9 p.m.., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F., 989-7666. Jan Fanucchi, 
Last Friday of every month, 4 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, S.F., 771-1616. Audium 9, 8:30 
p.m., $20. 


FUNK 
The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F., 771-1420. 
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Lettuce, 9 p.m., $29.50-$30. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., S.F., 642-0474. Fourth 
Fridays Freestyle Fiesta with MSK.fm, fourth Friday 
of every month, www.msk.fm. 


SOUL 
Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, S.F., 885-4074. “Take a 


Trip: Old Music for Dance People,” w/ DJ John Diaz, 
10 p.m., free, facebook.com/takeatripeveryfriday. 


SATURDAY 9/26 


ROCK 


Bender's Bar & Grill: 806 S. Van Ness Ave., S.F., 824- 
1800. Flexx Bronco, You Know Who, Doors to No 
Where, 10 p.m., $5, bendersbar.com. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., S.F., 255-0333. The Dear Hunter, 
Chon, Gates, 9 p.m., $21. 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS - Happy Hour M-F 12-7pm 
OPEN MON-SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


FRIDAY, 9/25 - 9PM - $8 





SATURDAY, 9/26 - 9PM - $10 


eoeereeeee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee ee ee ee Oe 


FRIDAY, 10/02 - 9PM - $10/$12 


SATURDAY, 10/03 - $7 


eeoecereceeoe eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eo oe ee ee 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street - 415-252-1330 


TOMY ale) Gal] GOLDENVOICE.com 
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it? iat re THE WARFIELD 


SEPTEMBER 24 
TONIGHT! 


a 


REVOLVER 


PROUDLY PRESENTS 


fC LUVEITIE 
+ THE AGONIST / MARTINA EDOFF 


SEPTEMBER 25 
FRIDAY! 


©) CHELSEA WOLFE 


WOVENHAND 


NORTH AMERICAN TO 


SEPTEMBER 26 
SATURDAY! 


Sastinip 
Mahler: 


+ MOPHONO 


; TEMBER 30 a : 


. —— 


SOULFLY SYMPHONY X 
SOILWORK OVERKILL 
DECAPITATED 
SHATTERED SUN USER 


OCTOBER | RUDIMENTAL 


DARK STAR ORCHESTRA HSI ELS 


OCTOBER 2 & 3 YOUNG THUG 


TORY LANEZ 


THE FRATELLIS OCTOBER 10 


e114 ro) Ml 
OCTOBER 4 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 


SOCIALHALLSF 
THEWARFIELD 
REGENCYBALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 





SOCIALHALLSF 
WARFIELD 
REGENCYBALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 


Get tickets at QQYS.com 


OR CALL 888-929-7849 


WUBI D.R.A.M. © TOWKIO » METRO BOOMIN ip 


NOVEMBER 22 
ON SALE FRIDAY! 


i 


t WA Bur LET Tor My FO 


GLENTING 
SKING 


LEXANDRIA 


PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS 


FEBRUARY 3 
ON SALE FRIDAY! 


+ K THEORY with MAL J 


SEPTEMBER 25 
FRIDAY! 


DUKE DUMONT 
(LIVE) 
OCTOBER 8 


DAVE RAWLINGS 
MACHINE 
OCTOBER 19 


SLASH 
FEAT. MYLES KENNEDY 
& THE CONSPIRATORS 
RAVENEYE 


OCTOBER 18 


JUDAS PRIEST 
MASTODON 
OCTOBER 20 


THE ROOTS 
OCTOBER 21 


SOJA 
J BOOG 
DUSTIN THOMAS 


OCTOBER 25 


NERO 
OCTOBER 29 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 





SOCIALHALLSF 
3 THEWARFIELD 


J] THEREGENCYBALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
MON - FRI TIAM 
SAT & SUN 9AM 






go ORB 


BEVILLE 


308 MAIN STREET 


(IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN) 


VACAVILLE, CA 
(707) 474-5848 


Sam —, 


thee Bilan CLUB-CONCERTS-DRIVATE EVENTS 


DEVILLE C@MEDPY SHOWCASE 
Bie A’ a Bee Ndes 


MONDAY 


OPEN MEC 


wtGN UPS AT ZPM 


TUESDAY 


rie Ws %. 


a. & OVER AT 2PM 


TRURSDAT 


TRAP- BASS: EDM 


RESIDENT DJ 


> IMF.DRED 


HOSTED BY 


~~ TLMILLER 
$7 WELL DRINKS Tem-12em 
ss FOOD SERVED TIL 4am 


Aen SiNAY 


MOM 0) 5 PRESENTS 


GURDO CABEZA + TIMOTEO GIGANT 


i 


oHORIKUI 


SPINNING EXCLUSIVE REMIXES, ORIGINALS, & CLOSE 
RELATIVES OF ALL YOUR FAVORITE MOTOWN SONGS 


WWIW.DEVILEVACAVILE COM FRR rs 





EHESNUTT 


(CTORBEE SIR PRIBAL ATOSPM - FREE SHOW 


Mia MADISON GUDSON BAND 


COUNTRY MUSIC SHOWCASE WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 
OCTOBER MOTH SATE RAD AD SPN - 2i+ 


AMMERIGRAR MAYHEM GURLESDUE AND CARNIVAL SIDESHOW 


MUSIC BEtISION GIGANTIS 










“Te MDAARNA 
PEARTER 

' PCARLY | 

rN A’ DURAIN 


“I@SING KIND aa 


& special guest 
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Flexx Bronco performs 
Saturday, Sept. 26, 
at Bender’s Bar & Grill. 


PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 199% 


SHANE DWIGHT BAND 


THLE SEPT 247H- 7S [OP - $20 


LAVAY SMITH 
& HER BED HOT SHILLET LICKERS 
Oi. SEPT PST. 300m 4 100M: B34 


EARL THOMAS 


S47. SEPT 26TM + 7.500™ 4 100M - $24 


RICK ESTRIN 
AND THE NIGHTCATS 


ee SEPT OTT - 7m 2 OP. $290 





"2° BAY CITY BLUES WY KID ANDERSON 
- —. . MIGHTY MIKE SCHERMER 
‘HENRY GRAY, C. JAMES, & P. RYN 
1) 004 DEXTER ALLEN 
0) 1) WALTER TROUT 


BOA OFFICE: 401 MASON. ST 


(415).292.2583 


AND>. -5.COM 









Molly DeCoudreaux 






DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F., 863-4027. “‘Bleaux,"’ w/ Lind- 
say Slowhands & DJ Haute Toddy, fourth Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, S.F., 339-8686. “After- 
shock,” w/ DJ Abel (event runs 4-10 a.m. Sunday 
morning), Sept. 26-27, $40 advance, aftershocks. 
eventbrite.com. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., S.F., 626-1409. “Bootie S.F.,"" 
9 p.m., $10-$20, bootiesf.com. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Francisco. 
“Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 before 11 p.m., 
empireballroomsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., S.F., 646-0999. “Ibiza Day 
Club," 2 p.m., ibizadayclub.com. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F., 550-6994. “Galaxy 
Radio,” w/ resident DJs Smac, Emils, Holly B, and 
guests, fourth Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/galaxyradiosf. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F., 703-9751. “Bounce!,” 
9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F., 241-0202. 
“Blunted Funk," w/ resident DJs Sneak-E Pete 
& Chilipino, July 25, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 
10 p.m.). 

The Midway: 900 Marin, San Francisco. “Magnitude,” 
w/ DJs Danny Verde & Pagano, 9 p.m., $100-$125, 
folsomstreetevents.org. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343. “The 
Cotton Pony Party: A Dance Party for Girls,” fourth 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $10, uhaulsf.com. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F., 932-0955. Recondite, DJ 
Tennis, Roman Fliigel, 9:30 p.m., $13-$30. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F., 864-2877. “Buck Wild,” w/ 
resident DJ Becky Knox, fourth Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, S.F., 431-1151. “Club Raven," w/ DJ 
Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F., 626-0880. ‘Sadistic 
Saturdays," w/ Michael Brandon & DJ Guy Ruben, 
fourth Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 

Showdown: 10 Sixth St., S.F., 255-7920. “Loading...," w/ 
Cali King Crab Productions, fourth Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/CaliKingCrab. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., S.F., 863-6623. “Dark Room,” 
Last Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m., facebook. 
com/DarkRoomSF. 


HIP-HOP 
Balancoire: 2565 Mission, S.F., 920-0577. ‘Perfect 
Saturdays,” w/ DJs Beat Thoz & MoMix, 10 p.m. 
Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., S.F., 558-8521. “Supa Steezy,”’ 
w/ DJs Landol & Natural, fourth Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F., 648-1047. Craig 
Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, Saturdays, 
4-6 p.m., free. 
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Exit Theatre: 156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847. Songwriter 
Saturdays, hosted by Melissa Lyn, Last Saturday of 
every month, 8:30 p.m., free/donation, songwrit- 
ersaturdays.com. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, S.F., 400-0555. Kamikaze 
Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F., 397-5397. 
Bill ‘Doc’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., S.F., 642-0474. West 
Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F., 440-7414. Nora 
Maki, 6 p.m.; The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F., 991-1015. “Pura,” 9 
p.m., $20, puraclub.com. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, S.F., 920-0577. Tango Brunch, 
tla.m., $10 for tango lesson (free dance after 1 p.m.). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F., 826-9287. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, S.F., 392-6739. Caffe Trieste 
Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F., 282-3325. ‘‘Mango,” fourth 
Saturday of every month, 3 p.m., $8-$10, facebook. 
com/mangosf. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5-S10. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374. ‘Bollywood Blast,” 
fourth Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $10, face- 
book.com/FuzionEvnts. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, S.F., 550-8286. “Club 
Fuego,” 8 p.m., facebook.com/pages/Club-Fuego- 
Space-550/216021538521870. 


REGGAE 


Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F., 362-5125. Native Elements, 
Last Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $10-$15, 
native-elements.com. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F., 292-2583. Earl 
Thomas & The Blues Ambassadors, Last Saturday 
of every month, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, S.F., 771-5687. 
Willie G, 8 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F., 989-7666. Dave Workman, 
fourth Saturday of every month, 4 p.m.; Ron Hacker, 
Last Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, S.F., 771-1616. Audium 9, 8:30 
p.m., $20. 


SOUL 


Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, S.F., 826-2402. 
Lavay Smith & Her All Star Soultet, 7 & 8:30 p.m., 
$15-$20. 


SUNDAY 9/27 


ROCK 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F., 771-1420. The 
Lemonheads, Dumb Numbers, 8 p.m., $20-822. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F., 863-4027. “Big Top,” 9 
p.m., free. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, S.F., 441-5678. “Replay Sun- 
days,’ 9 p.m., free. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, S.F., 339-8686. “‘After- 
shock,” w/ DJ Abel (event runs 4-10 a.m. Sunday 
morning), Sept. 26-27, $40 advance, aftershocksf. 
eventbrite.com. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., S.F., 863-4027. ‘Kick It!: ‘80s 
at 8," w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F., 552-7788. ‘‘Dub Mis- 
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sion,” Sunday night excursions into the echo- 
drenched outer realms of dub with resident DJ 
Sep and guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.), 
dubmissionsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., S.F., 646-0999. “Sundaze,” 
1p.m., free before 3 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F., 857-1192. “Stamina,” w/ DJs 
Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free, stami- 
nasundays.com. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F., 550-6994. “Sweater 
Funk,” 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/sweaterfunk. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F., 703-9751. “Jock,” Sundays, 
3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, S.F., 563-4180. 
“Bounce,” 10 p.m., facebook.com/BounceSundays. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F.,625-8880. “Deviants Adult 
Arcade," Folsom Street Fair closing party with DJ 
Harvey & Honey Soundsystem, 6 p.m., $30 advance, 
folsomstreetevents.org. 


‘OCTOBER 2.3.4 2015 
SILVERADO. CA 


~ CLAUDE © 
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U 


JESSE ROSE 828 DOORLY 
&ME-SOLAR 
GHENGIS CLAN ARDALAN 
WORTHY - MIKEY LION 


Full Lineup & Titkets: 
viviw. Girtybirccampoutecam 


THIRDMANRECORDS-COM THEDEADWEATHER-COM 


THE DEAD WEATHER 
DODGE AND BURN 


FEATURING: 
DEAN FERTITA | JACK LAWRENCE | ALISON MOSSHART | JACK WHITE 


NEW ALBUM AVAILABLE 


SEPTEMBER 25, 2015S 


AVAILABLE AT 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 





100% 





ADDITIVE-FREE 
NATURAL 
TOBACCO 





AMERICAN 


Pa | 








. tet 2P eee 


“VISIT NASCIGS. COM OR roy VEL 1-800-435-5515 
PROMO CODE 96376 


CIGARETTES © Website restricted to U.S. smokers 21 years of age and older. ©2015 SFNTC (3) 


No additives in our tobacco 
does NOT mean a safer cigarette. 
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MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 


AS YOU LIKE IT (5 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION) 


PROSUMER & MURAT TEPELI 


JASON KENDIG / MIKE GUSHANSKY 


GREEN GORILLA LOUNGE RECORD RELEASE PARTY 
PEZZNER 

TON RO el DISAIP ASIC SIRO MEAN DS 
+ WENDY BRENTS / ANTHONY MANSFIELD 


SUNSET SOUND SYSTEM 


SEASON CLOSER AFTER-PARTY 
WERD. / SUNSET SOUND SYSTEM DJS 


FUNK & SOUL REMIX 
CELEBRATION 


SMOKED OUT SOUL PRESENTS: 


RESIDENT NIGHT 


ZEBUEL / WILL MAGID / 
PAUL OLIPHANT / ENRIQUE PADILLIA 


10.01 GRENSTA ORO IU NNW NGIETNN 
10.03 PARANOID CENT AVETANIC) 
LONDON (LIVE) (DES as)) 

10.07 MARVIN & GUY 10.10 JPOD THE BEAT CHEF 


FOR PRIVATE EVENTS CONTACT 
MANNY@MONARCHSF.COM 


AMAZING HOUR 
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 5:30 - 8:30 


LOUNGE UPSTAIRS . CLUB DOWNSTAIRS. 





MONARCHSF.COM 


>» 
Blind Lemon Pledge 

Re perfoms on Sunday, Sept. 
27, + The Pour House. 


James Byfield 


Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F., 864-2877. “Gigante,” 8 
p.m., free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F., 626-0880. “Studio 84," 
fourth Sunday of every month, 7 p.m., $5. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., S.F., 863-6623. “Cognitive 
Dissonance,” fourth Sunday of every month, 6:30 
p.m., facebook.com/CognitiveDissonancePresents. 





HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F., 673-8000. 
“Return of the Cypher,’ 9:30 p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., S.F., 503-1670. “Select 
Sundays,” w/ DJs Lando & Natural, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., S.F., 615-0916. Traditional 
Irish Session, 6 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F., 751-1122. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, S.F., 649-6191. Electric 
Squeezebox Orchestra, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F., 397-5397. 
Bill ‘“Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F., 241-0202. 
Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F., 550-8667. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, S.F., 285-3369. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, Danny Castro, 
and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F., 826-9287. “Brazil 
& Beyond,” 7 p.m., free. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F., 282-3325. Salsa Sundays, 
second and fourth Sunday of every month, 3 
p.m., $8-$10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., S.F., 642-0474. The 
Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, S.F., 
974-0905. The Flamenco Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, S.F., 552-6949. The Luxo- 
matics, 6 p.m., free, facebook.com/TheLuxomatics. 

The Pour House: 1327 Polk, S.F., 440-7662. Blind Lemon 
Pledge, Last Sunday of every month, 7 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F., 989-7666. Blues Power, 
4p.m.; The Door Slammers, fourth Sunday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F., 440-7414. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, S.F., 931-7292. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/swigjam. 
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ta) 
The Door Slammers 
perform on Saturday, 
Sept. 26, at The Saloons, 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, S.F., 550-8286. Sundance 
Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


MONDAY 9/28 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 llth St., S.F., 626-1409. “Death 
Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, 
Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5, www. 
deathguild.com. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F., 282-3325. “Latin Lover,” 
fourth Monday of every month, 8 p.m., $5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F., 241-0202. 
“M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),” w/ DJ Gordo 
Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free, www. 
motownonmondays.com. 


KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 5 PM 
FEATURING: PLINY THE ELDER...ALL DAY, EVERYDAY 


9/25 PUNK/SCHLOCK KARAOKE 
W/ THE LOVELY EILEEN 
OPM ¢ FREE 


9/26 ALCOHOLOCAUST PRESENTS 
FLEXX BRONCO 
YOU KNOW WHO 


(MEMBERS OF MONDO GENERATOR/ DWARVES) 


DOORS TO NO WHERE 


10PM ° $5 * ROCK N ROLL! 


9/27 SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 

$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 


9/28 MOJITO MONDAYS 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY 

AND ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 

11PM TO 2 AM 

$1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 


9/29 TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED 
TUESDAYS 

$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 

WITH A CAN OF TECATE 


9/30 WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT 
ALL NIGHT LONG 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 
% MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM* 
~% WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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$3 MEZZANINE 


444 JESSIE STREET 


FRI SEPT 29 - 9PM 


<< 
> 


SAT SEPT 26 - 9PM 


S 


ed.) west 


THE GREEN 
TCHAMI 
PEACHES 
COMMON KINGS 
Ue 
REBEL SOULJAHZ 
ALUNAGEORGE 
AUTECHRE 

OTT 

TINK 

GUY GERBER & MATHEW DEAR 


MEZZANINESF.COM | 415.625.8880 | 21+ 
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fina 
STAESS ON 


195 food Specials During Fight Time: 


Draft Beer and a Burger = Draft Beer # Wings 
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WATCH WITH THE CONDOR RING GIRLS ON 90" HD SCREENS WITH SOUND! 
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Visit www.condorsf | 
to reserve your table for the fight! 
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MUSIC 


Oasis: 298 llth St., S.F., 985-4442. “Beat It!: An ‘80s 
Night,” 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F., 970-0012. The Pick 
Bluegrass Jam, fourth Monday of every month, 6 
p.m., free, www.thepicksf.com/jam.aspx; The Earl 
Brothers, fourth Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Fiddler's Green: 1333 Columbus, S.F., 441-9758. 
Terry Savastano, 9:30 p.m., free/donation, www. 
terrysavastano.com. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F., 546-6300. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, S.F., 771-5030. ‘Acoustic 
Bistro," 7 p.m., free, www.kcturnerpresents.com. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F., 989-7666. Peter Lind- 
man, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 
Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, S.F., 400-0555. Terry 
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Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F., 397-5397. Eu- 
gene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F., 931-3600. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F., 440-7414. City 
Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343. 
SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 
7 p.m., $60/four weeks, www.dancesf.com. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F., 621-9294. “Skylark- 
ing,” w/ I&I Vibration, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
ivibesound. 


BLUES 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, S.F., 920-0577. “Bad to the 
Bone,” blues night with Tom Mounsey & guests, 
Mondays, 7-10 p.m., free. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, S.F., 673-5483. “Fried Chicken 
& Blues,” 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F., 989-7666. The Bachelors, 
9:30 p.m. 


INSTRUMENTAL 


Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, S.F., 861-5016. 
Colin Stetson & Sarah Neufeld Duo, 8 p.m., $16-$18. 


TUESDAY 9/29 


ROCK 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F., 551-5157. Titus Andron- 
icus, Spider Bags, Baked, 8 p.m., $18-$20. 

The Fillmore: 1805 Geary, S.F., 346-6000. Tobias Jesso 
Jr., 8 p.m., $25 advance. 

Slim's: 333 Iith St., S.F., 255-0333. Uncle Acid & The 
Deadbeats, 9 p.m., $20. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, S.F., 441-2922. “High 
Fantasy,” w/ DJ Myles Cooper, drag performances, 
more, 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/highfantasy. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F., 863-4027. ‘Cock Shot," 
9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., S.F., 626-1409. “Sequence,” 
18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $7-$10, sequence-sf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, S.F., 421-8700. “Startup 
Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F., 284-9774. “Soundpieces,” 
10 p.m., facebook.com/soundpieces. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F., 864-2877. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., free before 10 p.m., 
facebook.com/switch.sf. 

Swig: 571 Geary, S.F., 931-7292. “‘BoomSwing Tuesdays,” 
w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 9 p.m., free, mixcloud.com/DJTR. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F., 864-7386. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free, www.facebook.com/shelter.sf. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, S.F., 431-1151. “Phat Tuesday,” w/ 
DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F., 241-0202. The 
Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F., 751-1122. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, S.F., 400-0555. Terry 
Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, S.F., 552-6949. Smith Dobson, 
10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F., 397-5397. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F., 931-3600. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 
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Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., S.F., 642-0474. West 
Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, S.F., 861-5048. ‘Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15, 
tuesdaynightjump.com. 

Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., S.F., 525-3485. Hot 
Club Pacific, 7:30 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, S.F., 920-0577. “Noche 
Tropical,’ Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F., 857-1192. “Underground Nomads,” 
w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, 
plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.), 
undergroundnomads.com. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, S.F., 671- 
8081. “Echale Mas Salsa,” 8 p.m., free ($10 with 
salsa lessons), playasf.com. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., S.F., 872-5160. “Tropicana 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIT: 


PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM 


WEDNESDAY 9/ 23 - SATURDAY 9/ 26 


DAN SODER 


FROM INSIDE AMY SCHUMER & TRAINWRECK! 


TUESDAY 9/29 - WEDNESDAY 9/ 30 


SEAN PATTON 


Tuesdays,” w/ rotating DJs The Whooligan, El Kool 
Kyle, Mr. Lucky, J-Boogie, Ras Rican, and Stepwise, 
9 p.m., facebook.com/TropicanaNight. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455. “Bless Up,” 
w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5, jahwar- 
riorshelter.net. 


BLUES 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F., 989-7666. G.G. Amos 
Duo, 4 p.m. 


SOUL 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F., 771-1420. Jess 
Glynne, 8 p.m., $15. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888. 
“Slow Jams," w/ DJ Primo & friends, 9:30 p.m., 
free, 647-2888. 


PuNnCcH © LINE 


SAN F FRANCISCO 


WEDNESDAY 10/7 


NGAIO BEALUM 


FROM THE SARAH SILVERMAN PROGRAM! 
THURSDAY 10/8 - SATURDAY 10/10 


JOHN HEFFRON 


WINNER OF LAST COMIC STANDING! 
WEDNESDAY 10/14 


BOB RUBIN 


SF COMEDY LEGEND! 


FROM BEST BARS IN AMERICA! 


THURSDAY 10/1 = SATURDAY 10/3 


DANA GOULD 


EMMY AWARD-WINNING 
WRITER/PRODUCER OF THE SIMPSONS! 


THURSDAY 10/15 - SATURDAY 10/17 


BOBBY LEE 


FROM MADTV! 
THURSDAY 10/22 - SATURDAY 10/24 


BOBBY SLAYTON 


THE PITBULL OF COMEDY! 


UPSTAIRS AT 444 BATTERY STREET * 18 & OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM 


BBA 
(Cb 


COBB’S COMEDY SHOWCASE 


SF’S BEST LOCAL TALENT! 
THURSDAY 10/1 


OUTCOURCED COMEDY TOUR 


SMARTER FASTER FUNNIER 
SUNDAY 10/11 


KEITH AND THE GIRL 


LIVE PODCAST RECORDING! 
FRIDAY 10/23 - SATURDAY 10/24 


MARY LYNN RAJSKUB 


FROM 24 AND 2 BROKE GIRLS! 
TUESDAY 11/3 


DAVID SPADE 


FROM SNL AND RULES OF ENGAGEMENT! 


FRIDAY "FRIDAY 10/2 SATURDAY 10/3 SW 2 = SATURDAY 10/3 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIT: 


COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


FRIDAY 9/25 « SUNDAY 9/27 


_|NORM MACDONALD 


ROW SNLAND BILLY MADISON! SNL AND BILLY MADISON! 
THURSDAY PR) THURSDAY 10/8 sarupoay 10/10. 8 - SATURDAY 10/10 


MICHAEL IAN BLACK 


FROM WET HOT AMERICAN SUMMER! 


JIM BREUER 


RES LlLUL HALF BAKED AND SNL! 


915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD) © 18 & OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All tickets are subject to 
applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 


ticketmaster 
| Live NATION 
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JULIETTE MARCH GOES. 
LIVE ON STAGE WITH © 
DAISY DUCATI 


Shows start at 11pm 
Purchase tickets at the door 


: @SF_LDarlings 
#LittleDarlingsSF 
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312 Columbus 415.433.4020 wwwlittledarlingssf.com 
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WEDNESDAY 9/30 


ROCK 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F., 771-1420. 
Algiers, 8 p.m., $15. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., S.F., 255-0333. Uncle Acid & The 
Deadbeats, 9 p.m., $20. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F., 863-4027. “Pussy Party,” 
w/ Sasha, Ms. Jackson, and guests, 9 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/pssypartysf. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F., 703-8964. ‘‘Bondage-A- 
Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 
p.m., $7-$10, facebook.com/bondageagogoSF. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, S.F., 339-8686. “EPR,” 18+ 
dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$20, eprlife.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F., 857-1192. ‘‘Housepitality,"’ 9 p.m., 





DRINKS - FOOD MUSIC 
OPEN MIC EVERY MONDAY FREE AT 8 


THURS 9/24 7PM $20 ADV/ $25 DOOR 
THE ROCK COLLECTION 

Feat. MELVIN SEALS 

(JERRY GARCIA BAND/JGB), GREG ANTON (zero), 
STU ALLEN (exicutsn e Frienns/uce), 
DAN ~LEBO® LEBOWITZ (ato), 
ano ROBIN SYLVESTER 


(BOB WEIR'S RATDOG) 
FRI 9/25 8PM $25 ADV/ $30 DOOR 


REGGAE LEGEND DON CARLOS 


with RIDGEWAY SPACE STATION 


SAT 9/26 7PM $57 ADV/ $62 DOOR 


ROCK AND ROLL HALL OF FAMER & 
GRAMMY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENT: 


BOOKER T. JONES 
wiTH JOHN BROTHERS PIANO COMPANY 


SUN 9/27 7 PM $14 ADV/ $16 DOOR 
T SISTERS 


SASSY SISTER FOLK WITH 


OLIVIA DAVIS & THE FAM 
MON 9/28 8PM $34 ADV/ $36 DOOR 


BONNIE PRINCE BILLY 
WITH FOUNTAINSUN 


TUES 9/29 7PM Si2 


FIGHTING SMOKEY JOE 
CD RELEASE PARTY 


WED 9/30 7PM $12 ADV / $14 DOOR 
VERST RECORD RELEASE 
PARTY wri THE MARINFIDELS 
FRI 10/2 8PM $35 ADV / $40 DOOR 


LEFTOVER SALMON 
FEAT. BILL PAYNE 


SUN 10/4 7PM $22 ADV / $24 DOOR 


THE NEW MASTERSOUNDS 
MADE FOR PLEASURE TOUR wit 
THE HUMIDORS 


FOR PRIVATE EVENTS EMAIL: AARON@SWMH.COM 
19 CORTE MADERA AVENUE MILL VALLEY, CA 
415-388-3850 | SWEETWATERMUSICHALL. COM 


$5-$10, www.housepitalitysf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, S.F., 421-8700. “Spotlight 
Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F., 703-9751. ‘‘What?,” 7 
p.m., free. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F., 625-8880. Tchami, 9 p.m., 
$25 advance, apeconcerts.com. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F., 864-2877. ‘Booty Call,” w/ 
Juanita MORE! and guests, 9 p.m., $3, bootycall- 
wednesdays.com. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, S.F., 431-1151. “Wayback Wednes- 
day," w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, S.F., 278-9474. “EQ Wednesdays,” 
10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., S.F., 503-1670. “West Coast 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJs LazyBoy & Mr. Murdock, Last 
Wednesday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F., 751-1122. The Toast 
Inspectors, Last Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F., 989-7666. Zach Brough 
& Friends, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F., 970-0012. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, S.F., 400-0555. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, S.F., 552-6949. Patrick Wolff, 
10 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F., 931-3600. The Cosmo Al- 
leycats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F., 
616-6916. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 
p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F., 826-9287. “Bao- 
bab!,"" timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 
p.m., $5. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F., 621-4434. ‘Latin Lounge,’ 
Wednesdays, 5-10 p.m. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, S.F., 671- 
8081. “Bachatalicious," 7 p.m., $5-$10, playasf.com. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888. “‘In- 
ternational Freak Out A Go Go,” w/ resident DJs Ben 
Bracken, Bobby Ganush, Mark Gergis, and Special 
Lord B, Last Wednesday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 
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FRIENDS WITH VIOLATIONS 


By Dan Savage 


I'm a 26-year-old single bi woman. Sometimes my 
roommate/best friend and I have drunken threesomes 
with men. We've had some great one-night stands 
(less scary with a friend!), but recently we slept with a 
man I’ve been (drunkenly) sleeping with over a period 
of months, my “friend with benefits.” I shared my 
FWB with my roommate because she wanted to have 
sex, and I shared my roommate with my FWB be- 
cause he wanted to experience a threesome. I told my 
roommate afterward that I wouldn't like it if she slept 
with my FWB on her own, and I told my FWB that we 
should have discussed having a threesome before it 
happened. We went out drinking another night, I left 
early, and they wound up sleeping together. I was up- 
set with my roommate, because she knew how I felt. 
But Iam disgusted and angry with my FWB because 
he had to “work” to convince my roommate to get her 
into bed. I have forgiven my roommate — she says she 
is mad at herself and at him — but it’s hard to blame 
these two friends for hurting me because people make 
mistakes when they’re drunk. Still, this whole ordeal 
has made me reconsider my friendship with my FWB. 
He thinks we're just friends, but I have now realized 
that I have deeper feelings for him. I feel very close to 
him, and we do a lot of fun things together. I've been 
pretty open with him about my feelings, but he hasn't 
shared how he feels. Can I continue being friends with 
my FWB? Or do I need to break off my friendship with 
my FWB because I actually want something more 
with him? What can my FWB do to mend this? What 
can I do? 

Best Friend Fucker 


[had to read your letter three times to figure 
out who did what — and I had to shorten it con- 
siderably (and edit for clarity) — and honestly, 
BFF, I’m still a little fuzzy on the violations. But I 
think it goes like this: You asked your roommate 
not to fuck your FWB in your absence despite 
having already invited her to fuck him in your 
presence and your roommate went ahead and 
fucked your FWB anyway (violation #1), and 
you told your FWB that a threesome with your 
roommate without prior discussion was a misde- 
meanor so he should’ve known that initiating a 
twosome with your roommate would be a felony 
but he went ahead and twosomed the shit out of 
your roommate anyway (violation #2). 

Taking your questions one at a time: Can you 
continue being friends with your FWB? That de- 
pends on what your roommate means by “work.” 
If she means your FWB overcame her initial reluc- 
tance to fuck him solo with some flirty talk and 
assurances that you wouldn’t mind, then, yeah, 
you can continue to be friends with your FWB. 
People have managed to salvage friendships out 
of relationships that imploded much more spec- 
tacularly, BFE. If someone can get past an infidel- 
ity or a betrayal or a child conceived with a piece- 
on-the-side and remain on friendly terms with 
their cheating, lying, breeding ex, you should be 
able to work through this. But if what your room- 
mate means by “work” is that your FWB coerced 
her into having sex, you shouldn’t want to salvage 
a friendship with that rapey POS. 

Do you need to break off your friendship 
with your FWB because you've realized you want 
something more from him, i.e., a committed 
relationship? Someone in a FWB arrangement 
wanting to be more than friends — boyfriend or 
girlfriend or nonbinaryfriend — is the leading 
cause of death for FWB arrangements. And while 
normally the friend who wants to keep things 
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casual is the one who ends the arrangement, BFF, 
if you want more and you know he can't give it 
to you, or if you fear you can’t trust him around 
current and future roommates, then feel free to 
end it. But if you really like him — despite the 
violation and, emphasizing this again, only if the 
“work” he did on your roommate wasn’t coercive 
or rapey — then go ahead and ask him to upgrade 
your FWB arrangement to GF/BF relationship. 
What can your FWB do to mend this? He can 
apologize to you and your roommate and toss his 
dick around more considerately in the future. 
What can you do? You can try to see this for 
what it was: Two people who'd already fucked — 
two people who fucked in front of you at your 
invitation — got drunk and fucked again. You can 
choose to see that encounter as a violation that 
requires drastic retaliatory measures (friendships 
ended, leases broken), BFF, or you can choose to 
see it as the messy denouement of an ill-advised/ 
rushed threesome that you set in motion. 


What does it mean when you find a pair of tit 
clamps in your “vanilla” boyfriend's dresser? 
Told Him I’m Not Kinky 


It means he’s the pope — what the fuck do 
you think it means? It means he owns a pair of 
tit clamps. It could mean he’s slightly less vanilla 
than he’s let on, THINK, or it could mean he has 
a kinky ex who left a pair of tit clamps behind, or 
it could mean he got a pair of tit clamps as a dirty 
Secret Santa gift and isn’t phobic about being per- 
ceived as even slightly kinky so he tossed them in 
a drawer without a second thought. 


Straight man, married for 12 years, love my wife 
very much. We have a great relationship, and I can- 
not see myself being with anyone else. A few years 
ago, she came out to me as bisexual. At the time, it 
hit me harder than I would have expected. Part of the 
reason was she explained that she often fantasizes 
about women when we have sex in order to come. She 
says she is attracted to me and loves our sex life. We 
have exhausted the topic of bringing someone else 
into our relationship and recommitted to monogamy. 
Is it inevitable that she will cheat to satisfy her curi- 
osity? She says she wouldn't, and I have to trust that, 
but it is always in the back of my head. What do I do? 

Just One Exception 


I can’t promise you that your wife won't ever 
cheat — not because she’s bisexual, JOE, but be- 
cause she’s human. Women who are 100 percent 
straight cheat on their husbands every day; hus- 
bands who are 100 percent straight cheat on their 
wives every day. And while on the one hand, it’s 
unfortunate your wife told you she sometimes has 
to think about women to get off during sex with 
you (not everything has to be shared, people), the 
fact that she trusted you/burdened you with that 
information says a lot about your relationship. 

So what do you do? Two things: Continue to 
put your trust in your wife, while at the same 
time reassuring yourself that your absolute 
worst-case scenario — your wife sleeps with a 
woman — will result in the destruction of your 
marriage only if you define a single infidelity as a 
relationship-extinction-level event. A pass to fuck 
a woman at some point in her life may not be 
something you can let your wife have, JOE, but it 
may be something you could let yourself forgive. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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FAMERICAISLHOMTEST Gav. CHATIINE 
vi 4| 3-4 U 2. 00/ ene 


Heat Up Your Night 
On RedHot 


dateline® 


419.996.3737 


WAloygss re lers) a NU 100] 1s Roo nts 0 OM ACLORelelele 


sKshom c=1o|ale)cersiksiilalsmere)an 


EMPLOYMENT HEALTH & WELLNESS SEPTEMBER 24-30, 2015 59 


Not all teeth are smooth. 
Don't be a Pecker Wrecker / 
Next time you're on 
your knees, 
wear a Set of these.. 





TRY IT. 
FREE 


CALL NOW 





Intro Price 


50% off 


Us | 
boi \ 





Call Now! 


ge 415.288.2999 
415-288-2800 eo eyZZcene 


925-750-0000 —— 
1-877-800-5282 


'a% = BloPro is a custom fit, 
ultra thin teeth guard. 





LAVALIFEVOICE.COM 
=STRICTIONS APPLY 


SAN FRANCISCO MEDIA COMPANY 


Examiner 
zee Jewel City r 
—j Tasca P tal 

aaa, { = 
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tel \ 











DIFFERENT. LOCAL. RELEVANT. FREE 
THE VOICE OF SAN FRANCISCO 
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BARBARA\ 


Wantito break thejrules? 
(Tekst 7ZOle NS 


Gorgeousilransexual 
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* Pain Relief & Relaxation 

* Friendly & Certified 
Professional Masseuses 

Quiet Place with 
Private Room 

Free Steam & Shower 


¢ Foot Massage 


* Body Massage $39.99 


(MENTION THIS AD) 


4720 Geary Blvd (at 11th ave) 
San Francisco _. 


=m (415) 379-9888 








IOAMAOPRM 


266 Sutter (Sth Flr) in SF FOOT & BODY MASSAGE 


3202 BALBOA ST 
VIP Massage > | OPEN 7 DAYS 








Uli Lele hMUlel-t-ye[el— : 
Foch aicloanlocal 5 10:30AM -10:00PM 
415-658-7886 415.668.7027 415.568.6777 





FREE DRY SAUNA | Oy ac) 


- 


Full Body Massage 


W/BODY MASSAGE 
B 





$45/hr 
$30/half hr 
Bring copy 
of ad. 





/~ CALL 415-536-8158 


(415)345-9793 
OPEN 2558 GEARY BLVD 


BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE 
SE CA 94115 


Od © oRVsiT 
ho x. WWW.SFWEEKLY.COM 
WEEKLY TQ PLACE AN AD 
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Under New 


Management 


Tables, Showers 
& Private Rooms: 
Asian Massage 


2068 Mission St. 2nd|floor wy 
415-552-6800 Yami9pm 
b/t 16th/ 17th near | Toth St. Bart 





Grand Opening 
Angel 
Health 
Center 


Full Body Massage 
$50 per hour 


Free Shower 
Free Parking 


- 1347 Divisadero St. SF 
4 10am- -10pm ¢ Open 7 Days 
aa 415.359.9959 =—— 


“aay All Credit Cards Accepted — 








JADE SPA 


San Francisco 


oVAK@ DbUsSM Oe | 


415-567-8825 


260 KE ARN [= 


& TABLE SHOWER 
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Please bring or mention this ad 7 La 
- é 


CLASSIFIED ADULT HEALTH & WELLNESS 


© Young, Beautiful Asian Girls 


Walk-ins Welcome 


WANS S RS AVAL 


©) OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK © 
323 KEARNY ST. (2ND FLOOR) @ BUSH ST., SF 


(415) 989-9633 











$49/HOUR 


| 
| 
WITH FREE BODY SCRUB | 
| 





NEW SUN STAR 
MASSAGE 


«Steam Room 
eTable Shower 
Open 

10am - 10pm 
Seven Days 

a Week 


2545-A 
NORIEGA ST. 
415-753-9288 


QUEENS 


HEALTH CENTER 


MASSAGE 


beautiful, friendly Asian 
CF Latina to choose from 
e PRIVATE ROOM 
e PRIVATE SHOWER 
© TABLE SHOWER AVAIL. 


DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT ¢ 325 KEARNY ST. SF 
(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


415-788-2299 


EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 











Harmony Spa 


Enjoy yourself! 

The finest CMTs 

& soothing techniquea® 
in our private rooms. |” 


Body Massage 

Body Scrub 

Free Sauna 

Free Table Shower 

w/ Body Massage Only *45 


415-759-8577 
2450 Taraval St (SF) — 
Free Parking 


ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER 


You get Exactly 60 minutes Awesome 
Full Body, Massage; Not 45 or. 55 
f 49/HR 


Eeroiencer our ee mkodate mM Colite) 
Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage 


(VIP Room W/Shower) 
' NEW! FREE BACK WALK 


2505 Judah St./30th, SF 94122 


415-566-6666 


7 days 10-10 


‘Oomething for 
Gveryone! 


CALL 415-536-8158 
OR VISIT. WWW.SFWEEKLY.COM 
TO PLACE AN AD 
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IY SWEET & PETITE 
For a Great 
Massage, 
Call Ally 
at 650-630-3815 


TULLE ETC 
Free CHAT 8-9PM daily 


LIVE CHATROOMS, FORUMS 
415-691-3100, 925-953-1001 or 


WebPHONE on LiveMatch.com 
TTTPUUEEUUUTPEPUELLUUTM PELE EEC EEE 
Erotic Massage in 
Downtown Oakland! 

We specialize in Sensual/Erotic 
Massage/Nuru/Tantra/Hot-tub 
Sessions. Located in the heart 
of Downtown Oakland near 
12th Street Bart. Shower and all 
amenities avail. 

Topless Sessions: 

$200/30 min Session 
$250/60min Session 





Clients traveling from SF will receive 
$10 off 1hr+ sessions. For more info 
and to book your appt., visit our 
website at: 
sensualexperiences.weebly.com 
Jessica at Sensual Experiences, 

Old Oakland 510-599-7428 

Staff at Sensual Experiences, 

Old Oakland 





FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0366563-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
A7, 524 Union St. #426, 

San Francisco, CA 94133, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 
Michelle Antic, 157 Edwards 
Ave., Sansalito, CA 94965 
The business is conducted 
by: an individual 


The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A 

| declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false is guilty 
of a misdemeanor punishable 

by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000).) 

S/ Michelle Antic 

This statement was filed with 

the San Francisco County 

Clerk on September 1, 2015 
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 
a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which 


it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
9/10, 9/17, 9/24, 10/1/15 
CNS-2792185# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 


NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0366701-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 

Bay Aerial Arts, 132 9th St., Suite 
302, San Francisco, CA 94103, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Aerials Aspen, LLC, CA, 132 9th St., 
Suite 302, San Francisco, CA 94103 
The business is conducted by: 

a limited liability company 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Sept. 9th, 2015 

| declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business 

and Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false is guilty 
of a misdemeanor punishable 

by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000).) 

S/ Maia Montes Walker, Manager 
Aerials Aspen, LLC 

This statement was filed with 

the San Francisco County 

Clerk on September 9, 2015 
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 
a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 


this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
9/17, 9/24, 10/1, 10/8/15 
CNS-2794445# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0366727-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Streamline, 3560 Taraval St., 

San Francisco, CA 94116, 

County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Ship Song LLC (CA), 2034 48th 
Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94116 
The business is conducted by: 

a limited liability company 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A 

| declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business 
and Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false is guilty 
of a misdemeanor punishable 

by a fine not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,000).) 

S/ Brent Willson, Member Manager 
Ship Song LLC 

This statement was filed with 

the San Francisco County Clerk 
on September 11, 2015 
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 
a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 


five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (See Section 14411 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
9/24, 10/1, 10/8, 10/15/15 
CNS-2796307# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 





Skout, Inc. has openings for the 
positions in San Francisco, CA: 
Lead Android Developer to 
manage the Project and lead 

the Android team, developing 

the Skout mobile product. Write 
specifications, estimate effort, 
implement and deliver high quality 
features. Produce top quality code 
for the web, mobile and desk top 
projects. Experience in Android 
Development, utilizing Android 
Frameworks, Android Marketplace 
and app device/OS compatibility, 
mobile advertising and 3rd 

Party SDK integration, version 
control repositories, agile/scrum 
development process and code 
reviews.Must have a Bachelors’ 
Degree in Computer science and 5 


years experience in related field. 
Quality Assurance Manager to 
help test, automate and trouble 
shoot the Skout Application. Black 
Box testing of application including 
smokes, acceptance and integration 
tests. File clear and reproducible 
bugs in JIRA, Test both IOS and 
Android Clients. Give early feedback 
on product requirements from a 
testing perspective. Lead and Build 
a QA Team. Strong Knowledge of 
writing and executing test cases 
and experience doing black box 
testing, JIRA and automation with 
calabash. Must have a Master's 
Degree in Computer science and 5 
years experience in related field. 
Please email resumes to 
careers@skout.com 





SULLIVAN 
PROPERTIES, 
INC. 


West Maui's 
Affordable Condos. 


1,2, 3 Bedroom Rentals 


1-800-332-1238 


www.MauiResorts.com 
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BicensecdiMedicaliDoctornrsraKesenonjicliintg) 


Prcgekessrevaluations 





BEST PRICE » BEST SERVICE 


™ Renewals LN ERY,Y7 [Fad key ah eS 


eye \ 


















1855A Haight Sc. SF 
INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC 


SPECIAL 





(415) rs |-1032 ake QUALITY PHOTO)ID Cards from ANY Doctor 
sigec.com Walk-ins Welcome ' Ad 
renewal S BEWARE! Some Clinics Come.and|Go and\your . Pee 
. ~ Recommendation Will be Worthless 7 
/ Don’t Take a Chance. We are}the) Oldest and|Most Dependabley 
¥ TTY Cre <a 3 9 new patients Only Our,Doctors Will Support You in Court/at OurExpense. if a 
- : 2533 Mission Street MOVED! Sa yy 
2] - elius previ = | jt ioweed Tees (er 
4 LS) j “1 Fc aaah / ALIDA : mB) ANG, 970" [2236)San Francisco,(CA\941,10 4 nt ars preanvatne vom 





Asi ale sale), | \-7 TABRINGITIKE LAR www.PriceLessEvaluations.com 


Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * Huge Body Jewelry Selection * eee eae a 
* Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 
(415)864-6667 www.momsbodyshop.com 5 








Free Exam for New Clients (415) 776-6122 





-— rs goer 
Oakland WI | H US! 
33 Telegraph Ave, #109 
810) 832-8000 
[- 7: rhetey TOAM 4P M 
ot F Hlagraph Ave. repens 7 HAYS : 
[ to 1540) 204.9399 | 
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Medical Marijuana Evaluations 


We Price Match | = : 3 W fs : KLY 


rrg M2 cease . 


GET LEGAL! 
Call 415-526-8158 


American Apparel Z or visit sfweekly.com 





e877 7-PROP2ZIS 


} GRAND 


PRIZE 


LAS VEGAS 
TRIP FOR TWO! 


Re coe Seemee (ONE WINNER TO BE DRAWN RANDOMLY 
me FROM ALL ENTRIES RECEIVED AT 
THE END OF THE PROMOTION) 


Ay) (7 SAN FRANCISCO @ SINCE 1865 
ay WAMTITLCT 
aay ay VEUYUVUVUY ®Y 


For details call 415.536.8158 
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